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assert a claim on^yic part of any of the chieftains, to limit the independent 
right of the PeishWah to form treaties and alliances without the advice or con- 
sent of any chieftain of the Marhatta empire. 

On the other hand, these dhieftiims have cxercijfcd the right of concluding 
treaties and alliances, independently of the Peishwah’s authority, and without 
his sanction or concurrence ; and the British Government recently concluded 
a treaty of subsidy with the Guikwar, "Without the previous sanction of the 
Pelshwah, reserving, however, all the Peishwah’s rights in the state of the 
Guikw'ar. £ 

At the commencement of the war against Tippoo Sultaun, in the year 
1 789, Lord Cornwallis, in forming a defensive alliance with the Marhatta 
power against the power of Mysore, resorted to the Peishwah’s acknowledged 
authority as the best security for such an alliance, and accordingly nego- 
tiated and concluded, on the 1st of June, 1790, the treaty of Poonah with 
the Peishwah, without reference to any of the subordinate chieftains. 

In that war, the assistance which Lord Cornwallis derived from the Mar- 
hattas, proceeded exclusively from the Peishwah’s authority, aided by the 
feudal tributaries immediately sulyect to the state of Poonah. Neither Scin- 
•diah nor the R^ah of Berar were parties to that alliance, and it is well known 
that Mahdajee Scindiah was adverse to its principles and objects ; and that at 
the close of that war, in 1792, Mahdajee Scindiah moved his army towards 
Poonah, with intentions unfavourable to the British interests. 

At the cotKlusion of the war in 1792, the Peishwah was a party to the 
treaty of peace at Seripgapatam, nor was any attempt made at that time to 
assert a claim on the part of tire subordinate chieftains of the Marhatta empire, 
to be consulted in that important arrangement which established'a new balance 
of power throughout India, by the reduction of the power of Mysore, by the 
augmentation of the British territories, and of those of the Nizam, and 
finally, of the separate hereditary territories of the Peishwah. 

In the division, therefore, of Tippoo Sultaun’s territory, and of his trea- 
sure, which followed the treaty of Scringapatam in 1792, the Peishwah ob- 
tained a considerable accession of territory to his hereditary dominions, and a 
large sum of money, without the advice, consent, or participation of any 
subordinate chieftain of tlic Marhatta empire. 

When Lord Cornwallis, in the course of the year 1/93, proposed a general 
defensive alliance to the Marhatta power and to the Nizam, his lordship ad- 
dressed the proposition to the Peishwah, and received, as conclusive, a reply 
from the Peishwah through the Durbar of Poonah, without any reference to 
the subordinate chieftains. 

The policy of considering the authority of the Peishwah as the legitimate 
arid constitutional representative of the Marhatta power was wise and just. It 
Js evident that the acknowledged authority of the Peishwah furnished the most 
secure basis of an amicable alliance between the -Britisih Government in India 
and the Marhatta power, and at the same time atforded the most just and 

effectual 





MAIVH\TtA EMPIRE. 

effectual means of controUng the predatory spirit of the subordinate chiefti^, 
and of checking any disposition which might arise amop^|St them of a ten- 
dency adverse to the British interests, or to the general tranquillity of India. 

Some of these chieftainsj however, appear to have considered the alliance 
between the British Government and the Peishwah to he adverse to their 
interests ; and although its tendency at all times has been rather to secure than 
to disturb the feudatory Marhatta states in the possession of their separate ter- 
ritories and distinct rights, their charactcrfstic spirit of habitual rapacity and 
lawless ambition has inclined them to view with jealousy an alliance, the vigour 
and efficiency of which must always have opposed obstacles to any invasion of 
the legitimate authority of the Peishwah. 

During the period of time which elapsed between the conclusion of the 
peace of Seringapatam, in 1 7Q2, and the commencement of Lord Wellesley’s 
administration in India, in May 1798, the rapacity and ambition of Dowlut 
llao Scindlah,* had impaired the authority of the Peishwah to such a degree, 
as to have frustrated every benefit which Lord Cornwallis intended to secure to 
the Bri^'ish interests, by the alliance with the Peishwah. 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah had absolutely usurped the governmerrt of Poonah, 
and had established himself in the vicinity of that city with a powerful army, 
the regular infantry and artillery of which had been disciplined, and were then 
commanded principally by French officers. 

When Lord Wellesley, at the close of the year 1 798, required the Peish- 
wah, in consequence of Tippoo Sultaun’s aggression, to fulfil the conditions 
of the subsisting defensive alliance against Mysore, the justice of that demand 
was deemed irresistible, even by the perverse counsels of Poonah, xander the 
undue influence of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. The Peishwah’s ministers, there- 
fore, ostensibly acquiesced in the demand, and that experienced statesman, 
Nana Furnavees, who was then verging to the close of his career, would cer- 
tainly have fulfilled the conditions of the alliance, had not the wisdom of his 
advice been overborne by the violence of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

Under this overbearing influence, notwithstanding the acquiescence of the 
court of Poonah in the justice and necessity of the war against Tippoo Sultaun 
in 1 798, and notwithstanding the Peisbwah’s declaration of his intention to 
co-operate in that war according to the terms of the subsisting alliance, the 
Marhattas not only afforded^ no assistance to the British Government in the 
prosecution of the war, which terminated on the fourth of May 1 799, but 
actually maintained a secret and treacherous correspondence with Tippoo Sui- 

• Ranojee Scindiah, an officer in the service of Bajee Rao the first Peishwah, had five stm^ 
ope of wlwm died young •, the other four were Jyc Appa Scindiah, Dutta Jee Puttail, Kiddar Rao 
Scindiah, and Madhajee Scindiah. Jye Appa Scindiah was killed in Jodepoor. Dutta Jee Puttail 
was killed in the vicinity of Delhi, in a battle with Nujecb-oo-Dowlah, the governor of the 
district of Scharanpoor. Kiddar Rao Scindi^ died a natural death. Madhajee Scindiah died 
on the tath of February 1794, without male issue, and was succeeded on the jd of March .fot* 
towing by his adopted son, Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who is the son of Kiddar Rao Scindiah. 
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taun and his mvnistlffS arid officers down to the period of the fall of Seringapa- 
tam ; and even aftQt that metnorable event, the emissaries of the Marhatta 
government (under the domination of Scindiah, who then governed the Durbar 
of Poonah,) attempted to excite the family, and remaining officers of the 
deceased Sultaun, to resist the settlement of Mysore. 

Notwithstanding the entire failure of the Peishwah in discharging the obli- 
gations of public faith to the British Government under the alliance concluded 
by Lord Cornwallis with the Marhatta power. Lord Wellesley, in dividing 
Tippoo Sultaun’s dominions in the year I799> offered a considerabk share of 
territory to the Peishwah. The Governor General hdwever annexed to this 
liberal grant, conditions calculated to revive the alliance with the Peishwah on 
a secure basis. The Peishwah therefore was induced by Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
to reject the proffered grant ; and consequently the territory which had been 
destined for the Marhattas, was divided between the remaining allies, the 
Nizam and the British Government. 

Propositions of the most amicable nature were at the same time offered to 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, but when it is recollected that the most efficient part 
of his military power w’as under the command and influence of French adven- 
turers, his rejection of all friendly overtures from the British Government may 
be traced to other causes, in addition to that spirit of usurpation and plunder 
which urged him to seize the government of Poonah, to prohibit the Peishwah 
from cementing the ties of amity with his Highness’s antientally the Company, 
and even to compel that unfortunate prince to violate his public faith with the 
Company, at the expcnce not only of reputation and honour, but of every 
interest which the Peishwah could be supposed to feel as a sovereign prince, in 
the independence of his own authority, in the security of his own power, and 
in the extension of his hereditary territory and revenue. 

Previously therefore to the commencement of the last war in Mysore, the 
usurpation of a subordinate chieftain of the Marhatta empire, had in effect 
dissolved the alliance formed by Lord Cornwallis with the Marhatta power, 
upon the basis of the Peishwah’s authority ; and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, the 
chieftain, by whose usurpation the alliance between the Marhatta power and 
the British Government had been dissolved, had effected • that object by the 
presence of a powerful army formed under the command of French adventurers, 
and considerably advanced in discipline, military skill and science, under a 
system of which the further progress will appear in the narrative of the events 
of the present war. 

The destruction of the hostile power of Mysore, accompanied by the conso- 
lidation of our alliances with the court of Hyderabad, had left no antagonist 
to the British Government among the native states in India, excepting the 
Marhatta power. 

The Marhatta states, unconnected with any European ally, could never 
become formidable to the British Government, excepting in the event of an 
actual union of the feudal chiefs of the empire, under an efficient sovereign 
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power, or in the event of a revolution, which should unite the command of the 
resources of a large portion of the Marhatta territory, in the hands of an active 
ind enterprising chief. Such events, however to be deprecated, might have 
3 ecn encountered without apprehension by the British Government, in the 
loramanding position of its foreign relations, and in the vigorous conditiori of 
ts internal resources, and concentrated strength. 

But it was obviously prudent to ^employ every endeavour to effect such an 
irrangcm6nt,. as should preclude the union of the Marhatta states under any cir- 
:umstances, which might mena 9 e interruption to the tranquillity of our posses- 
sions, or of those of our allies. • .With this view it appeared to he expedient to re- 
ceive under the protection of the general defensive, system, of which the foun- 
lation was laid by the treaty, with the Nizam concluded in 1 800, such of the 
Marhatta states as might be disposed to enter into subsidiary engagements with 
the British Government ; on this principle a subsidiary treaty was concluded with 
the Gulkwar in 1802, the operation of which attached that state to the Com- 
pany, and secured to the Company a valuable and important territorial establish- 
ment in the maritime province of Guzerat. The most effectual arrangement, 
however, for securing the British Government against any danger from the 
Marhatta states, appeared to be an intimate alliance with the acknowledged 
jovcrcign power of the Marhatta empire, founded upon principles, which 
should render (he British influence and military force the main support of that 
powder. Such an arrangement appeared to afford the best security for preserv- 
ing a due balance between the several states cpnstituting the confederacy of 
the Marhatta empire, as well as for preventing any dangerous union, or diver- 
sion of the resources of that empire. 

It has always been a principal object of the British Government, to prevent 
the sovereign power of the Marhatta state, or the power of any great branch of 
the Marhatta empire, from passing into the hands of France. While the views 
af the government of France shall be directed to the establishment of its 
authority within the peninsula of Hindostan, it is manifestly the policy of the 
British Government to accopopllsh such a system of alliances with the powers 
of India, as may preclude the occurrence of those internal convulsions, which 
would afford to France, the most favourable opportunity of effecting her ambi- 
tious purpose. 

The disturbed state of the Marhatta empire, would have afforded an advan- 
tageous opportunity to the government of France, for the successful prosecution 
of its favourite object, of establishing a dominion within the peninsula of Hin- 
dostan, by the introduction of a military force, for the purpose of aiding the 
cause of one of the contending parties; and the views of France would have oriwtonl' p 
been materially favoured by the strength and efficiency of Monsieur Perron’s /“the 
force, established with a great territorial dominion extending towards the left 
bank of the Indus through the Punjaub,* and comprehending Agra, Delhi, and Applndu i 

• Put^aub, (or the country of the five rivers) the country contained between the five branches of 
driver Indus, from the 30th to the 3ad degree of north latitude, and from ^he 70th to the 75tli 
degree of east longitude. 
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a large portion of the Doab of the Jumna and Ganges, cm the most voloerablc 
part of our north-western frontier of Hindostan ; and bolding the penon and 
nominal authority of the unfortunate Shah Auiutu, (the ^posed Moghul 
Emperor,) in the most abject and degrading subjection.* 

The endeavours of the Governor General have tiierefore been employed for 
some years past, to establish between the Pcishwah and Uie Britudi Government; 
such a connection, as might secure the stability and efficiency of the Peishwah’s 
authority, under the protection of the British power, without kyury to the rights 
of the feudatory chieftains of the Marhatta empire. 

The efforts of the Governor General for that purpose, were renewed at those 
seasons of difficulty and danger, when the Peishwah’s independence was con- 
troled, and when the existence of his government was exposed to hazard, by the 
violence, rapacity, and ambition of his feudatory chieftains. Had the Peishwah 
then assented to the moderate and salutM'y propositions which were offered to 
his acceptance, he could not have been exposed to the disastrous event by 
which (on the 25th of October 1802) he was expelled from Poonah, by which 
his authority w'as subverted, his person endangered, and his country and capital 
abandoned to devastation and plunder. 

Notwithstanding the frequent disappointments which occurred in the accom* 
plishment of his salutary views, the Governor General determined in the month 
of June 1802, to renew his negotiations for the conclusion of an improved sys- 
^f'ih^/“°“,"'tem of alliance with the court of Poonah. The increased distractions of the 
Marhatta state, and the successes of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, (an illegitimate son 
ains an account of the late Tuckojee Holkar,) against the forces of Scindiah, appeared to con- 
^thc Holkar ^ j.j.jgjg affairs, favourable to the complete establishment of the interests 
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♦The annual revenue of the countries subject to Monsieur Perron derived from the territorial 
possessions, as well as from other resources, arc stated to have amounted to one crQre and thirty-five 
lacs of rupees^ or about ^.1,700,000 sterling. 

Although the regular corps in Scindiah’s service were first formed by Monsieur De Boigne, it was 
his practice to admit into the service, British as well as French officers ; but since his resignation, the 
object of Monsieur PeiTon (who succeeded to his authority) has been directed to the exclusion of 
British officers, and to the establishment of a military power, exclusively commanded by Frenchmen. 
This plan had been carried into effect with considerable success ; and Monsieur Perron, it is sup- 
posed, only waited the arrival of French officers, to dismiss the whole body of British officers 
remaining in the service of Scindiah. 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah holds the appointment of Deputy to the Vaquel ul Mutuluk, which last is 
an office similar to that of a regent or viceroy, exercising almost independent powers of sovereignty 
under the Great Moghul. 

The office of Vaquel ul Mutuluk being holden by the Peishwah, Scindiah in his quality of deputy, 
administered the a&irs of the nominal Moghul empire, and the fiction was carried to so great a 
length, that Monsieur Perron called his army the ‘‘ Imperial Armyf and himsetf a servant and 
subject of the Emperor or Great Moghul. 

There is every reason to believe that the Government of France intended to make the unfortunate 
Emperor of Hindostan the main instrument of their designs in India, and to avail themselves of the 
authority of his Majesty’s name to re-cstabhsh theit influence and power, A plan to this effect was 
actually submitted to the Chief Consul of France in 1801, by an officer who afterwards accompanied 
General Decaen to India in 1803- A copy of this plan is now in the possessiem of the Gover^ior 
General. 
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< 3 f the Britidi power in the Marfiatta eitt^irc, without the hazard of* involving 
at in a ccmtcst with any party. 

The danger to which Sciftdiah’s separate dommions and hereditary interests 
had been exposed- by the success of Holkar, and the. riiin which must have en- 
dued to Sdndiah’s affairs, if HoMtar had been able to establish himself in the usur- 
pation of the Pei*h'walh*'S-j^vernment, appeared to constitute sufficient motives 
to counccrbaiance hoth Scihdiah’s jeSdoUsy of the British power, and his inordi- 
nate desire of usurping the 'same authority at Poonah, Which 'Holkar was pre- 
pared to seize. Scifidiah’s imthediate personal safety was' endangered, and the 
restoration of the Peishwah under the British protection at that moment 
offered the only probable means of affording Scindiah a respite from the violence 
of Holkaf. On the other hand, Holkar being a mere adventurer, and His rc- 
sotrrees and power altogether precariotis, might have been expeefed to relinquish 
■without regret his pursuits of irregular ambition and temporary rapine at Poo- 
nah, for the more' secure and substantial benefit of a permanent establishment 
under the British protection. 

In the course of the discussions which ensued between his Highness the Pcish- 
wah, and the British Resident, in consequence of the Governor General’s inrtruc- 
tions of the 2ad of June r802, the Pcishwah manifested considerable anxiety to 
contract engagements with the British Government, but continued (under the 
terror of that ascendancy which Scindiab, although absent, still continued to 
maintain over the counsels of the Pcishwah, and wdth the habitual irresolution 
of a Marhatta,) to withhold his consent to any admissible modification of the 
Governor General’s propositions, until Jeswunt Rao Holkar actually arrived at 
the head of a large army, in the neighbourhood of Pooriah. The combined 
army of the Pcishwah and of Scindiah marched from Poonah under the com- 
mand of Suddasheo Bhow, for the pui^ose of encountering Holkar’s force. 
On the 25th of October 1802, the two armies engaged^ and on the same day, 
the Peishwah sent his minister to the British Resident with a paper, desiring 
the establishment of a subsidiary force of six battalions of sepoys, with the 
usual complement of artillery, and conveying a sunnud (or grant) for territory 
to the annual amount of twenty-five lacs of rupees^ proposed to be ceded in 
perpetuity to the honourable Company, for the payment of that force. The 
minister at the same time assured the Resident, of the Peishwah’s earnest desire, 
that a general defensive alliance should be concluded and carried into effect, at 
the earliest practicable period of time, between his Highness and the Company, 
on the principles of the treaty concluded at Hyderabad, in the month of Octo- 
ber 1800. No reason existed to warrant a doubt of the Pcishwah’s sincerity, 
to the extent compatible with the timidity of his character. His Highness 
might be deemed to be indifferent to the success of eithicr contending party, 
and to be equally menaced by the Usurpation of Scindiah and by that of Holkar. 
The approach of Holkar, however, relieved the Peishwah' from any immediate 
fear of Scindiah, and left his Highness at liberty to embrace the British pro- 
tection. 


1803. 
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1802 . and reached Bombay on the 3d of December. The capital of the Marhatta 
Deecmbwir empire remained in the possession of the rebels and usurpers. Towards the 
end of the month of Noveipber, the Peishwah embarked from Savendroog, 
Peci'tobcr 16. under convoy of the Herculean, and arrived at Bassein on the lOth of Decem- 
ber, attended by a small escort of about one hundred and thirty followers. His 
Highness was immediately waited upon by Lieutenant Colonel Close, and the 
l8th of December was fixed for the day on which the Peishwah would entei 
on the discussion of the definitive treaty with the British Government. Ac- 
Dicemberis. cordiiigly, carly in the morning of the 18th of December 1802, Lieutenant 
Colonel Close attended the Peishw’ah at his Highness’s place of residence or 
the island of Bassein, and submitted to his Highness’s consideration, a draft oi 
the definitive treaty of alliance proposed to be concluded. The discussion 
lasted until sunset, by which time the Peishwah and his ministers agreed tc 
the draft with some alterations, which were admitted by Colonel Close, Th< 
December 31. treaty w'as Signed, sealed, and delivered on the 31st December 1 802 at Bassein. 
*cin concluded. and on the 18th of March 1803, the Peishwah received the counterpart of th< 
treaty, ratified by the Governor General in Council, with demonstrations of th( 
highest satisfaction. 

theOovernor^ In Conformity to the plan of operations which the Governor General hat 
General in directed to be adopted for the restoration of the Peishwah to the musnud ai 
rebruary?'Re-Poonah, the whole of the subsldary force* stationed -with his Highness the 
Nizam, amounting to about 8368 men, marched from Hyderabad at the clos< 
ontheis^^^ of the month of February, and on the 25th of March, reached the town o 
Appradixc.* Paralndah, a station on the western frontier of the Nizam’s dominions, situatec 
at the distance of one hundred and sixteen miles from Poonah. The subsidiari 
force was accompanied by O,000 of the Nizam’s disciplined infantry, and abou 
9,000 cavalry, under leaders of approved valour and attachment. 

February 2 . Under instiuctions from the Governor General of the 2d February 1803 
Lord Clive, aided by the judgment of Lieutenant General Stuart, was em^ 
powered to determine the time at which it might be proper for the Britisl 
troops to advance into the Marhatta territories, and the amount of the forc< 
to be detached from the main army assembled on the frontier of Mysore fo: 


that purpose. 

Adverting to the importance and expediency of securing the early arrival o 
the British troops at Poonah, Lord Clive on the 27th February, Instructet 
Lieutenant General Stuart, then present with the army on the frontier o 
Mysore, to adopt the necessary measures for the march of the British troop 
into the Marhatta territory, leaving it to the judgment of Lieutenant Genera 
Stuart to determine the amount of the force necessary to be detached from th 
main body of the army. 

The command of the advanced detachment necessarily required the unitei 
exertion of considerable military skill, and of great political experience am 


* Subsidiary force : 
of artillery. 


two regiments of native cavalry, six battalions of sepoys, and two companie 

discretion 
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discretion; and Lord Clive was therefore of opinion, that it could not be ><»»• 
confided with equal prospects of advantage to any other person, than the Hon. 

Major General Wellesley, whose extensive local knowledge, and personal 
influence among the Marhatta chieftains, (acquired by his conduct in the 
command of Mysore, and by his victories over Doondiah and other refractory 
chiefs) were peculiarly calculated to ensure success to the intended oj)crations. 

Lord Clive accordingly desired that General Wellesley might be appointed to 
the command of the advanced detachment, under instructions to be fur- 
nished to him by Lieutenant General Stuart, according to the spirit of the 
Governor General’s orders of the 2d of February 1 803. 

In conformity to those instructions. Lieutenant General Stuart directed a 
detachment from the main army assembled at Hurryhur, to be formed under 
the command of Major General Wellesley, for the purpose of advancing into 
the Marhatta territory. The detachment consisted of one regiment of Euro- 
pean, and three regiments of native cavalry, two regiments of European and 
six battalions of native infantry, with a due proportion of artillery, amounting 
all together to about 9707 men, and to this force was added 2500 of the Kajah 
of Mysore’s horse.* 

Major General Wellesley commenced his march from Hurryhur on the Qth The detach- 
of March, and crossed the Tumbudra river on the 1 2th. The progress of the 
British troops through the Marhatta territories was most successful. They 
were every where received as friends, and almost all the chiefs in the vicinity march towar 
of the route of the detachment, joined with their forces, and accompanied thcg^MarX** 
British army to Poonah. The amicable conduct of the Jagbeerdars, and of^"''‘*“’ 
the inhabitants (arising principally from the fame which the British arms had 
acquired in the campaign under Major General Wellesley’s command against 
Doondiah Waugh,) contributed to enable our army to perform this long march 
at a most unfavourable season of the year, without loss or distress. Great 
merit is also to be ascribed to the ability, temper, activity, and skill of Major 
General Wellesley in directing tHo system of the supply and movement of the 
troops, in preventing plunder and all excess, and in conciliating the inhabitants 
ot the districts through which his route was directed. 

The Nizam’s subsidiary force under Colonel Stevenson, arrived within a 
short distance of Major General Wellesley’s force at Akloofs, a town within 
eight miles of the Neera river, on the 15th of April, and was the next day April 1 :.. 
reinforced from Major General Wellesley’s army, by his Majesty’s Scotch 
brigade. Jeswunt Rao Holkar had left Poonah some time previous to this 
period, and the native officers who commanded the corps which he had detached 

* Here it may be observed that the power and resources of Mysore which had liitherto been 
opposed to us in every contest wttlj the native states of India, were now, in consequence of the 
conquest of Seringapatam in i yrjp, applied to the aid of the British Government, and afforded 
essential assistance. By the subsidiary treaty of Seringapatam concluded in 1 799, the Rajah of 
Mysore is bound to co-operate in the most effectual manner with the British Government when 
engaged in hostilities. 
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to the southward, retreated with precipitation as General Wellesley advance*}. 

’ On the Ifith of April, Holkar had reached Chandore, (about one hundred and 
thirty miles N. N. E. from Poonah), and Amrut Ilao alone remained at Pocoiah 
with about l.’ioo men. 

■ Under these circumstances, it appeared to Major General Wellesley unne- 
cessary to advance to Poonah all the troops destined to effect the restoration 
of the Pcishwah; and as the country was much exhausted, and a general 
deficiency of forage prevailed. General Wellesley determined to dispose of the 
troops in such situations, that the whole- might procure forage and subsist- 
ence, and might easily form a junction, in case that measure should appear tc 
be adviseable. Accordingly, General Wellesley ordered Colonel Stevenson tc 
march from his position, near Akloofs, to Gardoon; to leave near that place; 
within the Nizam’s dominions, all his Highness’s troops; and to place himself, 
with the British subsidiary troops, in a position on the Beemah river, towards 
Poonah, near its junction with the Mota Mola river. 

After having completed these arrangements. General Wellesley continucc 
his march towards Poonah, by the road of Baramooty. The General hac 
received repeated intimations from Colonel Close, that Amrut Ilao, who stil 
remained at Poonah, intended to plunder and burn that city on the approach 
of the British troops; and, at last. Major General Wellesley received an urgent 
request from the Peishwah, then at Bassein, to detach some of his Highness’i 
troops, in order to provide for the safety of his Highness’s family, still re- 
maining at Poonah. It was obvious, that even if General Wellesley couk 
have prevailed on the officers of the Peishwah’s troops to march to Poonah 
the force was not of a description or strength to prevent the execution o: 
Amrut Rao’s design; and General Wellesley determined, therefore, to mov< 
forward with the British cavalry, and the Mathatta troops belonging to tlx 
Pcishwah, as soon as the British army should arrive within the distance of s 
forced march from Poonah. In the mean time intelligence was received, tha 
Apriiis. Amrut Rao was still in the neighbourhood Poonah, on the 18th of April 

and that he had removed the Peishwah’s family to the fortress of Saoghur ; ; 

measure, which was generally supposed to be preparatory to the destructioi 
of the city. Major General Wellesley therefore marched on the iQth o 
April 19. April, 1 803, at night, over a most rugged country, and through a difficul 

pass, (the little Bhoorgbaut,) about forty miles to Poonah, which city h( 

Anrii 20 . rcachcd at thc hcad of the cavalry on the 20th; making the total distanc* 
marched by the cavalry, with Major General Wellesley, in person, at thei: 
mi^s'Tn Thirty- ^‘^^6 thc moming of thc loth (thirty-two hours), about sixty miles, 
two hours, and Amrut Rao heard of the march of the British troops early on the morning 
Po<wai’i\r'.m^*^of thc 20th, and retired with precipitation, leaving the city in safety. Majo: 

Wellesley, and the British troops, were welcomed as the deliverers o 
thc city, by the few inhabitants who remained; and those who deserted thelj 
habitations, and had fled to the adjoining hills during the usurpation o: 
Holkar, afforded a proof of their confidence in the British Government, bj 

immediatelj 
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4 mmediately returning to their houses, and by resuming their different occu- , . 

pations. It is a circumstance equally honourable to the British character, and 
propitious to the British interests in that quarter of India, that the first effects 
of the British influence in the Marhatta dominions, should have been displayed 
in rescuing the capital of the empire from impending ruin, and its inhabitants 
from violence and rapine. 

During the progress of these transactions, arrangements were made at Armnirrmra-s 
Bombay for the march of the Peishwah towards Poonah. A detachment*, 
consisting of his Majesty s 78th regiment, (which the Governor General em- the Peishwah 
barked from Fort William on the 7th of February, and which arrived 
Bombay on the 5th of April, 1803,) five companies of his Majesty’s 8-lth 
regiment, a proportion of artillery, and 1035 sepoys, was formed and placed 
under the command of Colonel Murray, of his Majesty’s 84th regiment, as 
an escort to his Highness ; who left Basscin, attended by the Resident, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Close, on the 27th of April, 1803. April cr. 

On the 0th of May, the Peishwah passed Major General Wellesley’s camp, May i;. 
near Poonah; and on the 13th of the same month, his Highness, attended by May i;i — r, 
his brother Chimnajee Appa, and by a numerous train of the principal chiefs i'SwXto^ 
of the Marhatta empire, proceeded towards the city of Poonah. Having ' 

entered his palace, his Highness resumed his seat upon the musnud, and 
received presents from his principal servants. 

During the procession, the British Resident, Lieutenant Colonel Close, 
accompanied by his suite, paid his compliments to his Highness; when a 
salute was fired by the British troops encamped in the vicinity of Poonah, 
under the command of Major General Wellesley. This salute was imme- 
diately answered from the fortress of Saoghur. 

While the procession passed the bridge leading into the city, a second 
salute was fired from the British camp; and as the Peishwah approached the 
place, salutes were fired from the several posts of the Marhatta troops. At 
sun- set, salutes were fired from all the hill forts in the vicinity of Poonah. 

While these transactions passed at Poonah, Dowlut Rao Scindiah had col- Transactions 
lected a large force at Ougein with the professed view of oppoing Jeswunt DovUurRao 
Rao Holkar; and having commenced his march from that capital towards 

* Detachment forming the Peishwah’s escort, under the command o£ Colonel Murray, of his 
Majesty s 84th regiment : 


Europeans ii jq 

Natives - loac 

Artillery 

Total • - aapS 


With 177 gun Lascars. 

^ t Scindiah’s capital, situated near the ancient city of Mundu, the capital of thje 

Chnungi of Malnva, Ougein is about forty miles north or north-west of Indore^ Holkar’s 

^pitaa, r^se two cities are situated in the province of Malwa, which is divided between the 
rewhwah^ Scindiah, and Holkar. 


Poonah, 
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, Poonah, crossed the Nerbudda river on the 4th of February, 1803, an( 
Feb7ua^ 23 . ariivcd in the vicinity of Boorhanpoor on the 23d of that month. 

Colonel Collins, the British Resident, dispatched by the Governor Genera 
from Futty-Ghur, arrived at the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the 27 tl 
February 27. February, 1803. The advices which the Governor General had received fron 
Colonel Collins, and from other quarters, induced his Lordship to entertain sus 
picions, that Scindiah, notwithstanding his specious professions, being now de 
livered by the interposition of the British power, from the immediate fear of tlii 
superiority of Holkar, meditated an accommodation with Holkar, and a confe 
deracy with that chieftain, and with the Rajah of Berar, for the purpose of sub 
verting the treaty concluded by the British Government with the Peishwah a 
Bassein. This suspicion was corroborated by the artifices practised at the cam] 
of Scindiah, upon the arrival of Colonel Collins, with a view of eluding th' 
communication of the propositions with which Colonel Collins was charged 
under the authority of the Governor General. The intricacy, perverse po 
licy, and treachery of such an intrigue, however contrary to every principle o 
true wisdom and justice, are habitual to the low cunning and captious jealous; 
March 24. of tlic Marhattas. Colonel Collins therefore, on the 24th March, 1803 
demanded and obtained an audience of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, for the purposi 
of requiring an explanation of the suspected intrigue; when that chieftain, ii 
the presence of all his principal ministers, positively assured Colonel Collins 
That he had no intention whatever to obstruct the completion of the arrangement 
concluded between the Peishwah and the British Government: and that i 
was his wish to improve the friendship then subsisting between the Peishwah 
the British Government, and his own state. 

Notwithstanding this amicable declaration, the Governor General had grea 
cause to doubt the sincerity of Scindiah’s professions ; while the increasing 
rumours of the supposed confederacy between that chieftain, Jeswunt Ra< 
Holkar, and the Rajah of Berar, rendered it absolutely necessary for th< 
British Government to bring the question of the supposed confederacy to i 
determination ; and in the event of the actual formation of such a confederacy 
to prepare the British Government and its allies for a contest with the con 
federated chieftains. 

May 28 . Colonel Collins therefore, in a conference on the 2dth of May, commu 

nicated to Scindiah the representations which he had been directed to make 
in conformity to instructions from the Governor General, under date the 5tl 
May, by which Colonel Collins was desired to require the immediate retun 
to Hindostan of Scindiah with his army ; because Dowlut Rao Scindial 
possessed no right to impede the accomplishment of the treaty of Bassein 
unless his own security was endangered by that arrangement ; because th^ 
advance of his army must necessarily have prevented the due execution of tha 
treaty ; and because Scindiah (having, on the 24th of March, formally dis 
avowed an intention of obstructing the engageqients concluded between th 
Peishwah and the British Government,) his march to Poonah, or his conti 

nuanc 
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nuance south of the Nerbudda river*, were incompatible with that declara- 
tion, and could not be reconciled to any other policy, than a determined 
intention.to disturb those engagements, and to re-estabiish his former usurped 
ascendancy in the governn?ent of Poonah. 

Colonel Collins, at the same time, delivered to Scindiah a copy of the treaty 
of Bassein. Scindiah, after having considered the articles of the treaty, de- 
clared, that it contained no stipiiiathns injurious to his just rights. In con- 
formity to the Governor General’s instructions. Colonel Collins required Sein- 
diah to state the nature of his late negociations with the Rajah of Berar, and 
with Jeswunt Rao Holkar; Intimating also to Scindiah, the resolution of the 
Governor General to resist any attempt on the part of any state or power, to 
obstruct the complete execution of the treaty of Bassein. 

The Resident (Colonel Collins) also apprized Dowlut Rao Scindiah, that, 
in the event of his refusing to afford the just and reasonable explanations and 
assurances which the Resident demanded, and of his continuing to prosecute 
military operations in opposition to the Resident’s remonstrances, the British 
Government would be compelled to adopt measures of precaution on every 
boundary of that chieftain’s dominions : the Resident added, agreeably to the 
Governor General’s instructions, that certain intelligence of the accession of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah to any confederacy against the British power would 
produce Immediate hostility on all parts of his frontier. 

In reply, Scindiah repeatedly declared, in public durbar, that he could not 
afford the satisfaction demanded, until a meeting should have taken place 
between him and the Rajah of Berar, when the British Resident should be 
informed “ whether it would be peace or war." 

It is impossible not to contrast this unprovoked menace of hostility with the 
temperate declaration of the Governor General, intimating a conditional in- 
tention to adopt measures of precaution on every boundary of Scindiah’s do- 
minions, in the event only of that chieftain continuing to prosecute military 
operations, in opposition to the remonstrances of the Resident, and refusing to 
afford the reasonable explanations which the Resident had demanded. In 
the sequel of the Governor General’s declaration, which adverted to the ex- 
treme case of ultimate hostility, that eventual case is stated to have been 
contemplated by the Governor General in the single event of Scindiah having 
actually acceded to a confederacy against the British power, which act, on the 
part of Scindiah, would alone have constituted a positive aggression. The 
insult offered to the British Government by a reference of the question of peace 
or war to the result of a conference with the Rajah of Berar, who, at the head 
of a considerable army, had reached the vicinity of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s 
camp at Eidatabad, together with the indication which Scindiah’s abrupt de- 
claration, and the approaching junction of his army with that of the Rajah 
Berar afforded, of a disposition, on the part of those chieftains, to prosecute 
the supposed objects of their confederacy, rendered it the duty of the British 

• The Nerbudda river forms tlie southern boundary of Hindostan Proper. 

Government 
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dlcatlon of its dignity, and for the security of its rights and interests, .and 
those of its allies, against any attempt on the part of the coBfcdemtes to injure 
or invade them. The Governor General accordingly (on ^the 28th of June) 
issued private instructions to General Lake, at Cawnpoor, to m^e the neces- 
sary arrangements for assembling the army on the north-west frontier of the 
Company’s dominions, in order to countera^fl the designs of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, and to derive every possible benefit to the 
British interests in. the event of war. 

June the .-id Junc the Rajah of Berar arrived within one march of Scin- 

Junction of thediah’s camp* at Checkly, on the frontier of the Nizam’s territories, and was met 
im^Rao ^cinlby Scindiah on the following morning. From this time the conduct of those 
Ra^h of Berar strongcst indications of a resolution on their part, to 

evade the just and reasonable demands of the British Government that they 
should withdraw their armies from the menacing position which those armies 
had occupied on the frontier of our ally the Nizam. Although Scindiah had 
distinctly admitted that the treaty of Bassein contained no stipulations inju- 
rious to his just rights, both chieftains continued their negociations with Jes- 
•wunt Rao Holkar, in order to induce him to join the confederacy against the 
British Government and its allies ; at the same time both chieftains employed 
every endeavour to detach the court of his Highness the Pcishwah, and that 
of his Highness the Nizam, from their alliance with the honourable Com- 
pany, by intimidation, menaces and promises of booty and aggrandisement in 
war against the Company. 

The belief that those chieftains entertained designs hostile to the British 



* It appears from the report of Mr. Stuart, a British officer, who was then in Scindiah’s serviK, 
and afterwards quitted it on the conimcnccment of hostilities, that Scindiah’s force in the vicinitv 
of the Nizam’s frontier at this period of time fJune i, 1803) amounted to twentjr-eight battalions 
of rcgulat infantry, (about 17 or 18,000 men,) and a well appointed train of artillery, amounting 
to one hundred and seventy guns. The regular infantry consisted of Monsieur Polhman’s brigade, 
battidions * ..amah 

Brownrigg, 
longing to 1 ^ 

had a feiv days before detached to I^ndostan. 

Scindiah’s cavalry amounted to about 1 8,000 men, and was encamped a short distance from his 
infantry at Mulkapore, at which place Mr. Stuart believes the army of the Rajah eff Berar, amount* 
in^o 6000 iniimtry, 20,000 cavalry, and forty guns, to have been at that time stationed.^ 

The uiliteici armies of the confederate chieftains amounted therefore to 23 or 24,000 infantry, 
38,000 fcavahry, and about 210 guns, and were encamped within twenty- five or thirty miles of the 
Nizam’s frontier, and of two principal passes, (die Adjuntce and Badowly Ghauts,) leading into 
that prince’s territories. 

This commanding position not only afforded the confederate chieftains the means of menacing the 
tranquillity and security of the Nizam’s dominions, but would have enabled them, (if they had 
not been checked by the British power,) to have commenced a successfid attack on the Nizam’s 
territory at soon as the season should ^mit the commencement of military operatiom ; to have 
penetrated^ to H^erabad for the purpose of interrupting the regular order of succession to the 
tnusntid of the Dekan *, and eventually to have invaded the Conipan 


made those provinces the theatre of their violence and aggression. 


any’s provinces, and to have 
Government 
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Government at the earliest stages of the negociation between the Resident 
and Dowlut Kao Scindiah, is supported by the ipformation, which the Go- 
vernor General has from time to time received of the proceedings of that 
chieftain. 

In a letter from Colonel Collins of the Qth March, 1803, the Resident ap- 
prized the Governor General, that Ambajee Inglia, one of Dowlut Kao Scin- 
diah’s principal ministers, had informed one of the Resident’s native agents, 
that orders had been issued to General Perron, directing him to phee the army 
under his command in a state of preparation for the field, with a view to an 
eventual rupture with the British Government. 

At that time Ambjyee Inglia was supposed to possess the greatest influence 
over the mind of Scindiah, whose proceedings w^cre said to be principally 
regulated by the councils of that chieftain. It appeared highly improbable 
therefore, that Ambajee would have communicated these orders to the Resi- 
dent’s agents, if they had really been issued. This circumstance induced the 
Governor General to discredit the dispatch of those orders, and to believe 
that the object of the communication was merely to discover the views 
and intentions of the British Government, with respect to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah. 

The concurrent testimony of facts, and the state of Monsieur Perron’s mi- 
litary force, however, whicli have subsequently been ascertained, confirm the 
information which the Resident communicated in the month of March, re- 
specting the dispatch of the orders to General Perron, to the effect above de- 
scribed, even at that early stage of our negociations with Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah. The conduct of Ambajee has also been explained by subsequent events ; 
it has appeared by undoubted evidence that Ambajee actually provoked Scin- 
diah to war against thc'Company, and obtained the command in Hindostan 
with the secret purpose of emancipating himself from Scindiah’s power. In 
pursuance of this treacherous project, after having given the information 
stated, to Colonel Collins, Ambajee actually obtained the command of Scin- 
diah’s forces in Hindostan, and immediately upon his arrival at Gualior, sent 
proposals of submission to General Lake. In the true spirit of Marhatta faith,, 
however, a part of Ambajee’s troops engaged General Lake’s army in the 
memorable battle of Laswaree. 

On the 17th June 1803, the Governor General received information, that June 17. 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah had addressed letters to Ghunnee Bahadur, and Him- 
mut Bahadur, the officers exercising the chief authority on the part of his 
Highness the Peishwah in the province of Bundelcund, requiring them to be 
prepared to co-operate with the confederated Marhatta armies in hostile mea- 
sures against the British possessions ; and that Dhurrum Rao, the commanding 
officer of a considerable body of horse, which had been dispatched by Scin- 
diah in the month of April to Calpee, (a station on the right bank of the 
Jumna, contiguous to the British territories,) had received orders from Scin- 
diah to the same effect. 
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On receipt of this information, the Governor General deemed it proper to 
direct the Resident to require Dowlut Rao Scindiah to acknowledge or to dis- 
avow those orders, and accordingly, at a conference betw'een the Resident and 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, holden on the l()th July, the Resident stated the sub- 
stance of that information to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and required him to de- 
clare whether he had actually issued carders of the nature described. 

In reply, Dowdut Rao Scindiah assured the Resident in the most soiemii 
manner, that he had never issued such orders to the Peish wall’s officers in Bun- 
delcund, or to Dhurrum Rao, and that the latter chicttaiii had been especially 
directed to respect the Britisli territories. 

Notwithstanding the solemn disavowal by Scindiah of these orders, the 
many instances ot insincerity manifested by that chieftain, the general tenor of 
his conduct, and the authenticity of the source of information upon this sub- 
ject, together with circumstances which have subsequently been ascertained, 
confirm the intelligence originally received relative to these acts of aggression 
on the part of Scindiah. The facts were communicated to the Collector of 
Allahabad by the express direction of Himmut Behadur, (one of the Peish- 
wah’s officers in Bundclcund) to whom the letters of Scindiah were addressed, 
and wdio previously transmitted proposals to the Ciovcrnor (icncral, for the 
transfer of that province to the authority of the Jiritish Government. 

In a letter from Colonel Collins, dated the Mth of June, ar:d received on 
the 6th of July, that officer transmitted a paper ol mtclligcnce irom his agent 
at Delhi, stating that messengers from Dowlut Rao Semdiah had hrely come 
to the Rohilla chieftain Gholauni Mahomed Khan, who resides at Nadown^ 
and that letters had been received by that chieftain from General Perron, in- 
viting him to proceed wdth his follow'crs towards the station of General Perron’s 
army, by the way of Saharunpore, for the purpose of exciting commotions in 
the Jagheer of Rampore ; and assuring him of ample sup[>ort both from Scin- 
diah and General Perron ; and that General Perron had clandestinely addressed 
letters to the princ ipal persons residing in the Jagheer of Rampore and other 
places, urging them to employ their exertions in disturbing the tranquillity of 
the Company's possessions. This intelligence was corroborated by information 
repeatedly received and communicated to the Governor General by the Resi- 
dent at Lucknow, and the agent to the Governor Genereil in the ceded pro- 
vinces of Oude, of the preparations of Gholaum Mahomed Khan, for the 
avowed purpose of complying with the suggestions which he had received 
from Scindiah and General Perron, to excite disturbances in the district of 
Rampoor, and to disturb the tranquillity of the Vizier’s and the Company’s 
dominions ; and on the 26 th of July, copies of letters from Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah to Gholaum Mahomed Khan and Bumboo Khan (the grandson of 
the late Nujib'oo-Dowlah, who occupies a territory in the vicinity of Saha- 
runpoor) declaring the intention of Scindiah to commence a war of ag- 
gression against the British power, and instigating those chieftains to co-ope- 
rate with the forces of General Perron against the British possessions, were 

received 
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received by the Governor General from Mr. Leycester, the collector at Mora- 
dabad, to whom they had been transmitted by Bumboo Khan. 

It appears from a passage in these documents, that the letters of Sclnduih to 
Gholaum Mahomed Khan, and Bumboo Khan, were written subsequently to 
the march of Dowlut Rao Scindiah from Boorhanpore, on the 4th of May. 

But the dispatch of messengers to Gholaum Mahomed Khan, and the trans- 
mission of the instructions to General Perron, under which that officer ad- 
dressed letters to the piincipal persons in Rampoor, and other places, as no- 
ticed in the preceding paragraphs, must be referred to an earlier period of 
time. The complete state ot preparation in which the army of General Per- 
ron was actually placed is a corroborative evidence of the actual transmission 
of orders to that officer, to the effect described in Colonel Golllns’s letter of 
the Qth of March. 

These facts reciprocally confirm each point of the evidence of Sclndlah’s 
hostile projects, and, combined with information at various times communi- 
cated by the Resident with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, of the proceedings of that 
chieftain, with the repeated intelligence received of the actual formation of an 
hostile confederacy between Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the Rajah of Berar, 
and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and wfith the tenor and result of tlic Resident’s 
negotiations, amount to full proof of the allcdgcd design on the part of Scin- 
diah and the Rajah of Berar, of subverting the alliance formed between the 
British Government and his Highness the Pcishwah. 

During the actual crisis of affairs, it appeared to the Governor General ne- 
cessary to unite the controul of all political affairs in the Dekan, connected 
with the negotiation then depending between the British Government and the 
confederated chieftains, and with the movement of the army, under a distinct 
local authority, subject to the Governor General in council, but possessing full 
powers to conclude upon the spot whatever arrangements might become ne- 
cessary, either for the final settlement of peace, or for the active prosecution 
of war. The Governor General was of opinion, that those important powers 
could not be placed with advantage in any other hands than those of the gene* 
ral officer commanding the troops, destined to restore the tranquillity of the 
Dekan; and accordingly determined on the 20th of June, to vest them in 
Major General Wellesley, whose established influence among the Marhatta 
chiefs, and intimate knowledge of the Governor General’s sentiments con- 
cerning the British interests in the Marhatta empire, were particularly calcu- 
lated to enable that officer to execute the arduous trust reposed in him, wath 
the greatest benefit to the public interests. The same powers were also vested 
in Lieutenant General Stuart, in the event of his assuming the immediate 
command of the forces in the Dekan. 

On the 1 8th of July, Major General Wellesley having received these powers July is 
from the Governor General, addressed a letter to the Resident, directing him 
to state to Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, the anxiety with 
which the British Government desired the preservation of peace ; and to 

D 2 observe^ 
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observe* that the only proof which could be accepted of the sincerity of the 
amicable professions of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, w'as the immediate 
sepaiation and return of their armies from the frontier of the Nizam’s territo- 
ries to their respective capitals ; in which case General Wellesley offered to 
w ithdraw the troops under his command to their usual stations. Should how- 
ever Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar be resolved to maintain their positions on 
the Nizam’s frontier, the Resident was directed to apprize those chieftains, 
that he had received Major General Wellesley’s orders to quit the camp of 
Scindiah, without delay. 

After further evasive attempts, the two chieftains returned answers on the 
3 1 St July to General Wellesley’s requisition, and proposed to retire from the po- 
sition which they occupied at the same time that General Wellesley should 
commence his march to the usual stations of the British army ; this proposition, 
however, was accompanied by a condition which furnished a curious example 
of the deceitful, but weak policy of these Marhatta chiefs ; they added to a 
proposition specious in its first appearance, the inadmissible and absurd condi- 
tion, that on the same day on which the British troops under General W elleslcy 
should reach the stations of Bombay, Madras, and Serhtgapatam the Marhatta 
confederates would encamp the united armies of Scindiah and the Rajah of Be- 
rar at Boorhanpore, a city belonging to Scindiah, and situated about fifty miles 
from the Nizam’s frontier. 

The manner in which this proposition was conveyed to General Wellesley 
Reserves particular notice. At the last conference, on the 31st July, betw'cen 
the British Resident, Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the Rajah of Berar, three 
successive propositions were offered by those chieftains to Colonel Collins’s ac- 
ceptance. J'hc first proposition was, that the united forces of Scindiah and 
the Rajah of Berar should retire to Boorhanpore, and that Major General 
Wellesley should withdraw the British troops to their usual stations ; or in 
other words, that the British army should abandon the means which it pos- 
sessed in its actual position, and in its embodied state, of opposing a seasonable 
resistance to any hostile attempts on the part of the confederated chieftains, 
while those chieftains should retire with their united armies to a short distance 
from the frontier of our ally, prepared to take advantage of the approaching 
favourable season, and of the absence and dispersion of the British forces. 

This unreasonable proposition having been decidedly and instantly rejected 
by the Resident, the confederated chieftains offered their second proposition, 
that the Resident should appoint a d.ay for the march of the respective forces of 
those chieftains from the place of their encampment, and that the Resident 

•Distances from Amednuggur (the position of Major General Wellesley's army on the 31st 
July 1803,) 

To Madras, - - . - 1049 

Scringapatam - - - 541 

Bombay - - - - 321 

From the position which the confederates occupied, Boorhanpore is distant about fifty miles. 

should 



MARHATTA EMPIRE. 


21 


should pledge the faith of the British Government for the retreat of the army 
under Major General Wellesley, on the day on which the armies of the confe- 
derates should commence their march to their usual stations. 


It is manifest that this proposition afforded no other security for the ac- 
tual return ot the armies of those chieftains to their usual stations, than a pre- 
carious dependence on those promises which they had so repeatedly violated. 
Independently of which consideration. Colonel Collins was not authorised to 
pledge the faith of the British (jovernment to an arrangement inconsistent 
with the instructions which he had received from Major General Wellesley, 
and it soon became evident that this proposition was merely illusory on the 
part of the chieftains. 

Scindiah and the Rajah ofBcrar finally proposed their third proposition, that 
they should by a letter state to Major General Wellesley, “ that on the day on 
which General Wellesley should withdraw his troops from the station then 
occupied by the British army, those chieftains would separate their armies, and 
commence their return to their respettive territories in Berar and the north oj Hin- 
dostan." This proposed modification of General Wellesley’s requisition evi- 
dently diminished the security which might have been derived from the pre- 
vious and immediate separation and departure of the confederated armies. 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, however, having declared, that unless Major 
General Wellesley should consent to the third proposition, they could not re- 
tire consistently with a due regard to the honour of their respective govern- 
ments, Colonel Collins consented to refer that proposition to Major General 
Wellesley, and to remain in Scindiah’s camp until an answer should be re- 
ceived, provided the letters to Major General Wellesley were sent to the Re- 
sident for transmission, before the noon of the following day. 

It now appeared, that both the second and third propositions had been ab- 
solute evasions for the purpose of gaining time ; in direct violation of the terms 
of both the second and the third propositions, Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar 
on the 1st August, 1 803, transmitted letters to the Resident, addressed to Ma- 
jor General Wellesley, proposing (not to separate their armies, and to com- 
mence their return to Berar, and to the nortlicrn ])rovinces of Ilindostan. on 
the day on which Major General Wellesley should withdraw the British army ; ) 
but to continue their armies united, and instead of commencing their “ march to 
their respective territories in Berar, and the north of Hindostan, " to limit their 
retreat to the neighbouring station of Boorhanpore, precisely according to the 
terms of the first proposition, which had been fully discussed, and positively 
and instantly rejected by Colonel Collins. 

On receipt of the Rajah of Berar’s letters containing this inadmisfible and 
insidious proposition, the Resident made immediate arrangements for quitting 
the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and commenced his march towalds Aurun- 
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It may be useful in this place to review in a distinct and connected i'orm, tlie 11" Tiui'li*- 
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, , leading facts of the late transactions, which have terminated in a dissolution of 

’ the relations of amity between the British Government and the confederated 
chieftains, Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar. 

H is Highness the Peishwah was compelled, towards the close of the year 
1 802, by the violence and usurpation of a subject ^ of his gorvernment, to aban- 
don his capital city of Poonah ; in pursuance of the principles of the alliance 
formed with the Peishwah in 1700* and revived in 1792 and 179^> and with a 
view to the establishment of the general system ot defensive alliance, com- 
menced with the Nizam by the treaties ot 17 (j 8 and 1800, his Highness the 
Peishwah solicited and obtained the aid of the British power for the restoration 
of his authority, and concluded engagements with the British tiovernment, 
calculated to secure his Highness’s rights and independence, against the de- 
signs of any foreign or domestic enemy. Those engagements not only con- 
tained no stipulations injurious to the just rights of the feudatory chieftains 
of the Marhatta empire, but provided additional security for the unmolested 
exercise of those rights. Reference to the treaty of Basscin will prove this 
statement. 

1 the 2 ith Dowlut Rao Scliidlah distinctly expressed his concurrence in the propriety 
of the measures adopted by the British Government for the restoration of the 
Pcishwah’s authority ; he was assured by the Resident, in the name of the Bri- 
tish Government, that the treaty of Bassein was merely of a defensive nature ; 
and after having received a copy of the treaty of Basscin, he admitted that the 
treaty of Bassein was not injurious to his own rights, or to those of the feudatory 
chieftains; he also, after some discussion, admitted that the Peishw’ah pos- 
sessed the right to conclude the treaty of Bassein without the concurrence of the 
Marhatta feudatories, stating merely that as guarantee f to the treaty of Sal- 
bye, he ought to have been consulted by the Peishwah ; Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
however, persisted in soliciting the junction of the Rajah of Berar, with the 
whole body of his forces, for the purpose of deciding the question of war or 
peace ; or, in other words, of eventually employing their united power and re- 
sources, to invade the territories of the allies and of the Company, and to subvert 


* Jeswunt Rao Holkar. 

t On this subject it may be observed, that to have rendered the Peishwah responsible to Scindiah 
for the acts uf his administration as the acknowledged executive head of the Marhatta state, would 
have reversed the relation which subsists between them. The duty of a guarantee to a treaty can- 
not be considered to extend to the obligation of precluding any change in the terms of such treaty, 
or even its entire abrogation, provided the contracting parties have agreed by mutual consent to 
vary or annul it In his capacity of guarantee to the treaty of Salbyc, Scindiah is mcre y authorized 
to bring to a right understanding either of the parties to that treaty which shall deviate from its 
stipulations. In that capacity, therefore, Scindiah docs not possess any authority to prevent the 
contrartli^g parties from concluding any additional cngagement.s, or even from abrogating the treaty 
of Sal bye by mutual consent *, at all events, his interests and station as a member of the Marhatta 
state, 'were sufficiently considered by the ofler of admitting him to be a party in the defensive treaty 
concluded with tlie Peishwah, or of contracting .separate engagements between him and the British 
Govenunent on the basis of that treaty. 
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the arrangements concluded between the British Government and the Peishw’ah 
at Bassein. 

In conformity to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s solicitations, the Rajah of Berar 
commenced his march for the purpose of elfecting the proposed junction of 
their numerous armies in a menacing position on the frontier* of the Ni/am, 
the ally of the British Government. 

These measures were not adopted by those chieftains with a view, nor even 
under a pretence of defending their own rights and Interests against any appre- 
hended design on the part of the British Government, or of any other state, to 
injure or to invade those rights or interests, nor with the view of securing 
tlie protection or internal settlement of their own possessions in the vicinity of 
the Niz.am’s dominions. No such apprehensions were ever stated by cither 
chieftain. These measures were therefore avowedly concerted for the express 
purpose of enabling those chieftains to carry into cflect their eventual reso- 
lution of undertaking a war of aggression against the British Government and 
its allies, for the purpose of usurping the authority of thePcishwah, and of de- 
stroying a treaty, the tendency of which the confederate chieftains had not ar- 
raigned, and which the Peishwah was acknowledged to be competent to con- 
clude, even by the direct admission of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

Under these and other Indications ofhostility on the part of those chieftains, 
the British Government merely required that they should retire with their ar- 
mies to their usual stations, in Berar and the north of Hindostan, proposing 
that the British army in the Dekan, should also retire in a similar manner. 

At the moment when Dowlut Rao Scindiah, after being apprized of all the 
stipulatK'ns of the treaty of Bassein, acknowledged, that it contained no pro- 
visi(Mis injurious to the rights of the feudatory chieftains, that chieftain publicly 
declared to the Resident, /Au/ the question of peace or ivar with the British Miy i« 03 , 
(Jovernment depended upon the result of a conference between Scindiah and 
the Rajah of Berar, whose arrival at the head of the whole body of his forces in 
the vicinity of Scindiah’s camp, was daily expected. 

The hostile and insulting nature of this declaration deserves particular 
attention. Occupying a position whth the main body of his forces near the 
frontier of our ally, Scindiah publicly declared, in open durbar, to the represen- 
tative of the British Government, that he awaited the arrival of the Rajah of 
Berar, at the head of a numerous army on the frontier of the dominions of our 
ally, for the purpose of deciding, whether the united arms of those confederate 
chieftains, should be employed in a war of aggression against the British Go- 
vernment and its allies. 

After the declaration made by Dowlat Rao Scindiah, that “ The British 
Government should know whether it would he peace or war as soon as the Rajah 
of Berar should hctve joined Scmdialis army,” every principle of the law of 

• Near the Adjuntce Ghaut, a pass about sixty miles north of Aurungabad, on the Nizam’s 
north western frontier, and leading into his territory. 
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nations would have justified the British Government in adopting any measures 
which might have been deemed necessary to prevent the intended junction be- 
tween the armies of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and of the Rajah of Berar. It would 
have been justifiable to have employed force for the purpose of preventing the 
junction of the confederate armies, and of diverting the operations of their 
troops. Those objects constituted a sufficient cause of war, previously to 
the meeting of the chiefs, and would have w'arranted the immediate attack of 
the territories and resources of the confederates in order to prevent the accom- 
plishment of the avowed purpose of their meeting. 

The armies of those chieftains however were permitted to effect the pro- 
posed junction, and the chieftains met for the purpose of deciding whether it 
should he peace or war with the Company. After the junction of their armies, 
those chieftains continued by systematic delays and evasions, to withhold any 
declaration w ith regard to the nature of their designs, during a period of two 
months; and although, at the expiration of that period of time, the confede- 
rated chieftains disavowed all intention of obstructing the complete execution 
of the treaty of Bassein, they refused to abandon the arrangements avow'cdly 
adopted, and the position occupied, for the eventual prosecution of hostilities 
against the British Government. 

The proceedings of the confederated chieftains were therefore manifestly of 
a menacing and aggressive nature, and the position of their united armies on 
the frontier of our ally, enabled them to carry into immediate execution the 
hostile designs w Inch their conduct and their language had previously indicated. 
The temporary change of their language, unaccompanied by any change of 
conduct, afforded no security against the hostilities which they had menaced, 
and while they continued to occupy an hostile and menacing position with 
their united armies ; the contradiction between their professions and their 
actions afforded just ground of suspicion, especially at that season when it would 
have been much more difficult for their forces than for the British to have 
commenced active operations. On the other hand, the movement of the 
British troops towards Ahmednuggur, as far as it respected the Rajah of Berar 
and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, was purely defensive. The internal condition 
of his Highness the Peishwah’s government would alone have justified, 
and required the march of the British subsidiary force from Poonah to that 
position. 

Under these circumstances, those chieftains were not entitled to any corre- 
sponding concessions on our part, and their refusal to comply unconditionally 
with the requisition of the British Government, would have justified an imme- 
diate resort to arms. The offer of Major General Wellesley, therefore, on the 
18th of .July, to withdraw the troops under his command, from the vicinity 
of Ahmednuggur, and the amicable assurances with which itwas accompanied, 
afforded the most unequivocal proof of the pacific intentions of the British 
Government, and deprived the confederated chieftains of every pretext for 
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continuing to maintain their armies in their united and menacing position on 
the frontier of our ally. 

The mere junction of the armies of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, upon 
t’lic frontier of the dominions of our ally, for any purpose unconnected with 
the security of the rights of those chieftains, would have compelled the British 
Government to demand the removal of those armies from that menacing posi- 
tion, and would have required the adoption of measures of precaution on 
our part ; and the refusal of those chieftains to comply with that demand, 
would have justified an appeal to arms for the security of our interests, 
and those of our allies. But Scindiah had publicly declared, that the object of 
the junction of the confederate armies was to decide the question of peace or 
war with the Company. Under the circumstances of the moment therefore, 
no other security for the pacific conduct of those chieftains could have been 
accepted, than such as should deprive them of the power of prosecuting with 
success the designs wdiich they manifestly entertained, and had declared against 
the rights and interests of the British Government and its allies. 

During the whole course of the negotiation bctw'cen the Resident and 
Dowlut llao Scindiah, (from the 27th of February until the 3d of August, 
1803,) that chieftain and the Rajah of Berar employed their most a.sslduous 
endeavours to induce Jeswunt Rao Hdlkar to unite in the confederacy, and to 
form a junction with the confederate armies ; and those chieftains even 
assigned the depending negotiation with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, as a cause for 
maintaining their united armies in the position from which they were required 
to retreat. 

The result established by these facts, which are amply detailed in the Gover- 
nor General’s dispatches to the Secret Committee of the lyth April, 20th 
June, 1st August, and 25th September 1803, is — 

1st. That according to the evidence of facts and to the distinct avowal of 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, those chieftains had no cause of complaint 
against the British Government, nor any reason to apprehend that their just 
rights and interests were exposed to hazard by the arrangements concluded 
between the British Government and the Peishwah. 

2dly. That the junction and continuance of the armies of those chieftains 
on the frontiers of the Nizam, near Adjuntcc, were evidently unnecessary for 
any purpose connected with the security of their rights, or with the protection 
or internal arrangement of any part of their territorial possessions ; and that if 
cither Scindiah or the Rajah of Berar had really entertained apprehensions of 
Holkar’s movements, they could not have continued in their actual posi- 
tion with common prudence, but must, for their own safety, have retired in the 
direction required by Major General Wellesley, since Holkar at that time 
occupied a position in the vicinity of Scindiah’s dominions in Malwa. 

3dly. That the general conduct and language of those chieftains indicated 
designs of an hostile nature against the British Government and its allies, the 
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Pcishwah and the Nizam, and that Scindiah had distinctly declared on the 
28 th of May, that he and the Rajah of Herat meditated eventual war. 

•Ithly. That those chieftains assembled their armies in a menacing position 
on the frontier of our ally the Nizam, for the purpose of enabling them even- 
tually to carry those designs into execution. 

.'Jthly. That the public and insulting menace of war, against the British 
Government, uttered by Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the 28th of May 1803, was 
an open avowal of an hostile spirit, and an act of direct hostility ; and there- 
fore a sufficient cause of war, unless that menace had been effectually retracted 
by such a movement of that chieftain’s army, as should have secured the British 
interests against the accomplishment of so insolent and wanton a threat ; that 
the confederate army continued to retain the means of commencing with advan- 
tage the war which Scindiah had denounced ; that the same hostile spirit 
was manifested by various preparations and arrangements dangerous to the 
British Government and its allies, and that these acts of aggression were me- 
naced and committed, not only without any cause of complaint deduciblc 
from the measures and proceedings of the British Government or of its 
allies, but under a distinct acknowledgment of the pacific nature of our 
arrangements with the Peishwah, and under an avowed conviction of our ami- 
cable intentions. 

ftthly. That the hostile nature of the proceedings of those chieftains, and 
their repeated violation of public faith, precluded all reliance on their promises 
and professions, and rendered it the duty of the British Government to require 
the separation and return of their armies to their respective territories, as the 
only security for the rights and interests of the British Government and its 
allies, against the declared designs of those confederated chieftains. 

7thly. That this requisition was accompanied by a proposal to withdraw the 
British army from its advanced position at Ahmednuggur in the Dekan, and 
that such a proposal was not only an incontrovertible proof of the just and 
pacific views of the British Government, but furnished ample security to the 
confederated chieftains, against the possibility of any danger which could be 
apprehended by them, from a compliance with our requisition to separate and 
withdraw their armies. 

It was evident therefore, that after the denial of this just requisition, the 
defence and security of our rights, and those of our allies, could only be main- 
tained by resorting to arms against Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar. 

The season pressed for decision. The actual prevalence of the rainy monsoon 
in the provinces of India, which must become the theatre of w'ar, was highly 
favourable to our operations, and equally unpropitious to any hostile movement 
of the native powers. 

To have permitted the confederate chieftains to remain unmolested until 
the close of the rains, would have sacrificed a principal advantage which wc 
then possessed, and would have enabled and encouraged them to prosecute with 

facility 
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facility and rapidity their operations* against the territories of the Nizam, of 
the Peishwah, of the Rajah of Mysore, and eventually of the Company, at the 
commencement of the favourable season. 

This policy would have united all the disadvantages of irresolution with the 
inconvenience of heavy expense, and of the continuance of our army at a remote 
distance from our own possessions ; neither prudence nor honour would have 
permitted us to retreat under the menacing language and commanding position 
of the confederate chieftains. We must therefore have maintained an advanced 
position in the Dckan, nor could wc have abandoned the Nizam, the Peishwah, 
the Guikwar, the Rajah of Mysore, and our owm subjects upon our frontier, to 
the security of vague professions from a Marhatta Durbar. The threats and 
power of the confederates, the position and force of their army, combined with 
the general tenor of their conduct and policy, absolutely required that our army 
should remain in the vicinity of the confederate forces, for the preservation of 
our interests, of our safety, of our public faith, and of our reputation. 

In addition to other circumstances, the declining state of the Nizam’s health, 
and the designs which the confederate chieftains were known to entertain with 
respect to the succession to the sovereign authority of the Dckan, rendered it 
indispensibly necessary that while the Marhatta army remained on the Nizam’s 
frontier, the British troops should occupy a position calculated to secure the 
regular order of succession on the Nizam’s death, and to frustrate the attempts 
which the confederates might make to place on the musnud of the Dekan, 
one of the younger sons of the Nizam, devoted to the cause of the Marhatta 
chiefs, and inimical to the British interests. 

The same policy which dictated the conclusion of the treaties of Hyderabad 
in 1798 and in 1800, required that the British Government should be pre- 
pared to maintain the stability of its alliance with the Prince of the Dckan, and 
to resist any attempt which might be directed to the subversion of the British 
influence at Hyderabad, or to the exclusion of the legitimate heir from the 
sovereign power of the Dekan. 

These considerations therefore rendered it indispensibly necessary to maintain 
an advanced position in the Dekan, while the confederates should persist in the 
determination of menacing the frontier of our allies. If the British army had 
continued in an advanced position, leaving to the confederates the undisturbed 

• The Dessarah, which may be considered a military festival among the Marhattas, takes place at 
the close of the south-west monsoon, about the end of the month of September ; the favourable 
season f»r the movement of troops then opens. The jhanda or great standard of the prince is 
hoisted, a camp is formed, and the operations of the ensuing year are determined, whether they may 
be (hrected against an open enemy, or to the object of collecting the permanent tribute, or Choute, 
or to move on a Muluk-Gheree, or plundering expedition. “ In Poonih, this festival is celebrated 
with particular splendor- The Peishwali, accompanied by the great members of the empire, march 
out of the city, preceded by the state equipages, consisting of elephants superbly caparisoned, led 
horses, and in short all the pomp of oriental magnificence. Upon this occasion the Marhattas go 
through the ceremony of plundering a field ; doubtless to remind them of their predatory origin. 
The Peishwah leads the way, by tearing up a handful of corn •, his example is followed by all present, 
and the field is pillaged in a moment.” 
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possession of their resources and means of attack, the result must have been 
deeply injurious, if not fatal to our cause. 

After we had sustained the expense and inconvenience of remaining inactive 
in tlie field, waiting the pleasure of the Marhutta Durbars for peace or war, the 
confederate chieftains would ultimately have possessed the opportunity of em- 
ploying their combined force against our dispirited army with every advantage 
of season, w ith increased alacrity and vigour, and with the probable addition of 
Holkar’s troops, of many of our present Marhatta, and even of French 
auxiliaries. 

The same considerations of justice and policy, therefore, w hich absolutely re* 
quired us to maintain our army in an advanced position, under the actual 
aggression and hostile conduct of the confederates, operated with additional 
force to demand such a seasonable application of our military strength, as should 
afford us the full benefit of our actual advantages, frustrate the artifices, delays, 
and treachery of the enemy, anticipate his insulting menace of war, check his 
pride, and chastise his insolence. 

ll we had submitted to the insidious propositions of the Marhatta chiefs, if 
we had retreated in the face of their united forces, and had withdrawn our 
army in the Dekan*, while they retained their commanding position ; if we 
had omitted the precautions which involved additional expense on the frontier 
of Oude, and in other quarters ; we should have submitted the honour, dignity, 
and interests, if not the existence, of the British Government in India, to the 
most faithless, sanguinary, rapacious, and violent of the Marhatta adventurers; 
w'c should have forfeited the opinion of the native powers, which forms a main 
pillar of the fabric of our empire ; we should have descended to a public ac- 
knowledgment of the superiority of the Marhatta arms in the face of all Asia ; 
and v\’C sliould have been degraded by the native states of Hindostan, and the 
Dekan, to the rank of a secondary power in India ; of a power secondary to 
Dow lut Rao Scindiah, whose military strength rests upon the support of French 
adventure, cnterprlze, and skill. 

A policy so unworthy of British wisdom, honour, and courage w'ould have 
subjected the tranquillity and security of Hindostan and the Dekan, including 
all our alliances, dependencies, and possessions, to the will of Scindiah, and of 
a band of French adventurers, armed with a powerful artillery, in the critical 
moment of a renewal of war with France. 

It appeared to the Governor General to be a more safe, as well as a more 
honourable policy, to employ the means which he had prepared, for the pur- 
pose of effectually averting the present and future projects of the confederates 
and their French officers, than to confide the security of any part of his arduous 
trust to the professions of the Marhatta chiefs, contradicted by the spirit of 

* DcJcafi or South y in its general signification, implies tlic whole of the penin.sula of India to the 
southward of the Nerbudda river, or from tlie 22d degree of north latitude to Cape Comorin. In 
its limited sense it is intended to signify the countries now forming the provinces of Candcish, Dow- 
lutabad, Viziapoor, Golconda, and part of Berar^ 
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all their actions, and by the uniform tenor of their character, disposition and 
views. 

Colonel Collins therefore left Scindiah’s camp on the 3d of August, and the 
British government proceeded to carry into execution the plan of operations 
which had been formed for the eventual defeat of the unjust and unprovoked 
designs of the confederated chieftains, Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of 
Bcrar. 

The compass of these notes will not admit a statement of the detailed in 
structions issued by the Governor General to his Excellency the Commander 
in Chief (General Lake,) and to the honourable Major Genera! Wellesley, to 
the governments of Fort St. George and Bombay, and to the public oflicers at 
Fort William, relative to the preparation and employment of the forces, and to 
several points connected with the formation of a system of political arrange- 
ment with the neighbouring states and chieftains, calcvrlated to diminish the 
power and resources of the enemy, and to facilitate the success of the British 
arms, in the event of our being compelled to proceed to hostilities. 

Every measure was suggested and adopted, which the judgment of the Go- 
vernor General in council could devise, for the succcsslul accomplishment of 
those political arrangements, and the preparations for military operations were 
all made with a view to the commencement of hostilities in every quarter of 
the possessions of the enemy, before the close of the rainy season. Although 
this early movement was likely to prove difficult to the British armies, it is well 
known that these difficulties would be inconsiderable in comparison with the 
almost insurmountable obstacles which embarrass the operations of the army of 
a native power, during the period of the rains. The forces from the armies of 
Fort St. George and of Bombay, under the command of Major General Wel- 
lesley, w ere already in a position to commence hostilities in the Dekan, as 
soon as intelligence should be received of the rupture of the negotiation with 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Bcrar ; and arrangements had been carried into 
effect, for the early invasion (from Ganjam and from Calcutta by the armies of 
Fort St. George and Bengal,) of the valuable province of Cuttack in Orissa, 
which disjoins the British territory, and interrupts the continuity of our do- 
minions between Bengal and the northern Sircars. The government of Bom- 
bay w'as prepared to seize at the same time, in the sea ports and territory be- 
longing to Scindiah in Guzerat, on the extremity of the western quarter of 
India. By the indefatigable activity, zeal, ability, and energy of (leneral Lake, 
(whose personal exertions have surpassed all former example, and have been the 
main source of the success of the war in that quarter,) the army of Bengal on 
the north-west frontier of Oude, was placed, towards the close of the month of 
July, in a state of preparation and equipment, favourable to the immediate 
attack of Monsieur Perron’s force, as soon as authentic advices should be re- 
ceived of the commencement of hostilities in the Dekan. 

The arrangements adopted by the Governor General during this arduous 
crisis of affairs, were directed to provide for a general combined attack to be 
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made, nearly at the same time, on the vinited army of Scindlah and the Rajah 
of Berar under their personal command in the Dekan, and on all their most 
vuincrablc and valuable possessions in every quarter of India. The plan of 
operations comprehended a tract ot country, extending from Delhi* and -the 
I'rcsidencics of Fort William, Fort St. George, and Bombay to Poonah, Hyder- 
abad, (nizerat, and Orissa, and embraced, together with the security and de- 
fence of the British dominions, the important objects of defeating the confede- 
rate chieftains in the field ; of establishing our allies, their highnesses the 
Pcishw’iih and the Nizam, in their respective legitimate governments ; of secur- 
ing the legitimate .succession to the government of the Dekan ; of delivering 
the unfortunate and aged Emperor Shah Allum, and the royal house of Timur, 
from misery, degradation, and bondage ; and of extirpating the last remnant 
of French influence in India, by rescuing his Imperial Majesty the Moghul, 
from the hands of a desperate band of French adventurers ; and by destroying 
the powerful artillery and military resources of Monsieur Perron, and of the 
F'rench state founded upon the ruins of the authority of the Moghul, and under 
the auspices of Scindiah, on the north-west frontier of Hindostan. 

The army under Major General Wellesley was directed to the purpose of 
opposing the confederated force under the command of Scindiah and the Rajah 
of Berar. The effect of Major General Wellesley’s success might be expected 
to deliver from all danger the Nizam, the Pcishwah, and the Company’s pos- 
sessions in Mysore, in the wxstern and southern districts of the Dekan, and on 
the frontier of Berar ; and to establish the governments of the Guikwar, of 
Poonah, and of Hyderabad. 

By the reduction of Cuttack in Orissa, an effectual blow would be struck 
against the Rajah of Berar’s resources, the only maritime territory of the Mar- 
battas, on the eastern side of the peninsula of India, would be secured from all 
intercourse with the French, a valuable addition would be made to our re- 
venue, and a strong barrier added to the frontier of Bengal against predatory 
incursion ; the intercourse between Bengal and the territories of Fort St. George 
would also be protected from interruption. The seizure of Scindiah’s ports in 
Guzerat would leave no possession on the sea coast of the western side of the 
peninsula to the Marhattas, excepting that occupied by our allies the Peishwah 
and the Guikwar, and the confined territories of Angria, and other piratical 
states, through which the communication with Scindiah’s territories is nearly 
impracticable. 

The operations on the north-west frontier of Oude, under the immediate 


• Delhi to Poonah, - - 913 Miles. 

Hyderabad, - 950 
Baroach, about - 800 
Cuttack, - 902 

Fnrt William to Poonah, 1289 
Hyderabad, - 902 

Baroach, - - 1251 


Fort William to Bombay, - - - 1301 

Fort St. George, - 1 030 

Fort St. George to Poonah, - 660 

Hyderabad, - 352 

Boorhanpoor, - - 769 

Fort St. George to Bombay, - * 75 ® 

Baroach to Cuttack, - - near 1000 
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direction of General Lake, embraced a most Important branch of the 
namely, — First, The destruction of the power of the French adventurers, esta- '“v”' 
blishcd on the banks of the Jumna under Monsieur Perron. Secondly, The ex- 
tension of the British frontier to the Jumna, with the possession of Agra, Dellii, 
and a sufficient chain of posts on the right bank of the Jumna, for the protection 
of the navigation of that river. Thirdly, The protection of the person of the Em- 
peror Shah Allum. Fourthly, The establishment of an efficient system of alliance 
with the petty states, beyond the right bank of the .Tumna from Jeynagur to 
the province of Bundclcund.* Fifthly, The annexation ofBundclcund to the 
Company’s dominions, by which annexation great additional security would 
be derived to the rich province and city of Benares, and an effectual check op- 
posed to whatever power might remain to the Rajah of Bcrar, or to any other 
Marhatta chief in that quarter. 

The result of this plan of operations on the north-west frontier of Oude, 
would destroy the influence of the French, and of the Marhattas, in the northern 
districts of Hindostan, and would enable the British Government to commence 
the foundation of such an intercourse with the Seiks, and the tribes inhabiting 
the Punjab, and the banks of the river Attock, as might furnish sufficient means 
of frustrating any attempt of an invading enemy from the western side of the 
Indus. 

In addition to these advantages, it was highly important to protect the per- 
son and nominal authority of the Moghul against the designs of France. The 
person and authority of that unhappy monarch w ere treated by the Marhattas 
and by the French with the most barbarous indignity and violence, and it ap- 
peared honourable to the reputation of the British name to afford a secure, 
respectable, and tranquil asylum to the fallen dignity and declining age of the 
Emperor of Hindostan. It was also ivecessary to extend the protection of the 
British Government to his Majesty’s heir apparent, and to any of the royal 
family who might otherwise fall into the hands of French adventurers, and, 
under the direction of French agents, might become a powerful aid to the 
cause of France in India. 

By the most accurate accounts which have been received on the subject 
the forces of the enemy, it appears, that towards the close of the month of forces of the 
July, the troops opposed to Major-General Wellesley, under the immediate 
command of Scindiah and of the Rajah of Bcrar in the field, amounted 

. 1,1 Julgong.near 

about 38,500 cavalry, 10.500 regular infantry, 500 matchlock men, sootiitAdjumee 
rocket men, and lyo pieces of ordnance. Two brigades under Monsieur Du- ss.-ioo cavalry, 
dernaigue and Major Brownrigg, amounting to twelve battalions, with a large 
train of artillery, had been ordered to Hindostan, and Monsieur Polhman’s 
brigade had been directed to return to Boorhanpoor, leaving with Scindiah men. 
only eight battalions,-!” consisting of about 1500 men ; the Rajah of Berai’s io,ooo 

• The province is situated to the S. W. of the Jumna river, about the 24th and 25th. degrees of 
Rorthlatitude. 

t Four battalions under Monsieur Dupont, and four belonging to Begum Sutnroo. 

infantry 
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' ijiruntn a;no’,!ntcJ to Oooo men. These ibrccs were posted at Jul^^onsr, a place 

at the fi-ot of t!)c Adjiintce (jliaut, in the Dekan ; in addition to the troops 
already s'.atcd, Scindiah had an advanced j'artj of a few thousand iiorsc dis- 
pcrsid tluvnyah t’ne Adjuntee. hills. 

e,e I'iie fncc under the immediate command of Monsieur Perron, Seindiah's 
■i Tcnerai in tlic northern provinces of Hindostan, amounted to about lOor 
' 17,000 regular and disciplined infantry, and a well-appointed and numerous 
traiii of artillery; together with a body of irregular troops, and from 15 to 
tuf!.TO horse, which it was also expected would be cncreascd by rcinforcc- 

' nicnts of cavalry from the country of the Sclks, and from the Rajahs and 

petty chiefs on the right bank of the Jumna river, who were tributary to, or 
in alliance with. Monsieur Perron. 

The head (juarters of Monsieur Perron’s force were established near Coel, 
in a commanding situation, on the frontier of our possessions, and on the most 
vulnerable point of our extensive empire. 

The local situation of Scindiah’s territories, and the nature of his military 
force in Hindostan, would alvva}'s have constituted a serious danger to the 
British interests. I’art of those territories was situated between the Jumna 
and the Ganges ; they interrupted onr line of defence in that quarter, and 
some of Scindiah’s principal posts were introduced into the centre of our 
dominions, while the possession of Agra, Delhi, and of the right bank of the 
Jumna, enabled that chieftain to command nearly the whole line of our 
north-western frontier. 

Formidable as the power of Scindiah might have proved in the event of 
any accession to his strength by a connection with France, or with any enemy 
to the British interest, a danger more urgent had grown out of the decline of 
Scindiah’s local authority in Hindostan, in the establishment of a regular corps 
of infantry, under the command of European officers, supported by funds 
derivable almost exclusively from the territorial possessions of Scindiah, situ- 
ated between the Jumna, Ganges, and the mountains of Cumaon. 

A considerable portion of this territory was assigned to Monsieur Perron, 
who had formed it into an independent state, of which Scindiah’s regular 
infantry might justly be termed the national army. The inhabitants of this 
territory considered Monsieur Perron as their immediate sovereign, while the 
troops, supported from the revenues of the country, regarded Monsieur Perron 
as the immediate executive authority, from whidi the army was to receive 
orders, subsistence, and pay. 

Possessed of such means. Monsieur Perron dictated with the authority of a 
sovereign state of superior rank, and with the vigour of efficient military 
power, to the petty states occupying the countries on the right bank of the 
Jumna, and by the terror of his name and arms, held in abject submission 
the Rajepoot states of Jcynagur and Joudpore, together with the Jauts, and 
the .state of Gohud, extending his influence even to Buldencund, and to the 
country occupied by the Seiks. 


Under 
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Under the influence of a succession of French adventurers, the British 
Government must have been exposed to every intrigue of the French in India, 
and even to the ambition and hostile spirit of the person who now rules the 
French natlc/n , nor could an instrument of destruction more skilfully adapted 
to wound the heart of the British empire in India, have been presented to the 
vindictive hand of the Chief Consul of France. 

This French state actually held possession of the person and nominal autho- 
rity of the Moghul, maintained the most efficient army of regular infantry, 
and the most powerful artillery then existing in India (with the exception of 
his Majesty’s and the Company’s troops), and exercised a considerable influence 
over the neighbouring states, from tlie banks of the Indus to the confluence 
of the Jumna and the Ganges. Under any circumstances of an intimate con- 
nection between Scindiah and the British Government, even in the event of 
that chieftain’s accession to the treaty ol Basscin, and to the general defensive 
alliance with the Company, the Nizam, and the Pcishwah, it is impossible to 
suppose that tliis French state would have co-operated with cordiality in sup- 
port of the British interests. 

In the event of an attack from France upon the British dominions in India, 
it could not be expected that a French state, erected under the nominal and 
ostensible auspices ot Scindiah in Flmdustan, would have aflorded any sul)- 
stantial aid ‘o the ally of tlic British power, in a contest against France, even 
if that ally should have been disposed to have assisted us in such a crisis. 

On the other hand, no doubt existed that Scindiali would always receive 
the most zealous am iVom the same state in any attempt which he might make, 
eliher for the redaction of the British, or fur the aggrandizement of the 
French power in India. 

The safety of the British dominions in India, either with reference to a 
contest With Scindiah, to a renewal of war with France, or to botli these con- 
tingencies, required therefore the reduction of Monsieur Perron’s ])ovver, and 
it became the duty of the British Government to be prepared to assume the 
protection of its own territories, and to remove witli its own hand the proxi- 
inate cause of insecurity and alarm. 

The cxistonce of Monsieur Perron’s powxr waas not, howc\ cr, tlic cause of 
the present war in India ; although, in the event of a continuance of tlic war 
with France, it might have proved highly dangerous to the British interests, 
and must have occasioned discussions with Scindiah. The causes of the u ar 
with Scindiah w'cre confined to the military movements, and to the liosrllc 
language and conduct of that chief and of his alluss. 7’he destruction cJ 
Monsieur Perron’s force necessarily became a primary object of the war, com- 
mcaiccd on distinct grounds of complaint against Scindiah. 

The forces asscmlJed in different quarters ot India, for the purpose of car- Ce 
rying into effeft the Governor General’s comprehensive plan of operations ti's 
against the confederate Marliatta chieftains, amounted to about 54,(jl8 men,''" 
exclu^jivc ot pioneers, gun lascars, and persons attached to the store and erd- 
nance departments. 

F The 
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^ , The army under the personal command of General Lake consisted of three 
'»rthXc-„t regiments of European, and five regiments of native cavalry, about two 
hundred European artillery, one regiment of European, and eleven battalions 
of native infantry, amounting altogether to about 10,500 men. The dispo- 
Ode Pbn sition of tliis force towards the commencement of the month of August, 1 803, 
is exhibited in the order of battle which is annexed to these notes. It is 
necessary, however, to observe, that of this force, his Majesty’s 8th regiment 
of dragoons, the Gth regiment of native cavalry, and the 2d brigade of native 
infantry, had not yet joined the army. The 2d brigade and 0th regiment of 
native cavalry were at Anopshcer, and the 8th regiment of dragoons had only 
at this period received its horses from the Nawaub Vizier, and was not yet 
prepared to move from Cawnpore. 

Allnhnbatl and In addition to this force, about 3500 men were assembled near Allahabad, 
xiiiz;ipoor. purposc of iiiv'adlng the province of Bundelcund ; and about 2000 

men were collected at Mirzapoor, to cover the province and city of Benares, 
as well as to guard the passes in that quarter. Measures* were also adopted 
for the defence of the whole line of the frontier, from Mirzapoor to Mid- 
napoor. 

The troops under the immediate command of Major General Wellesley, on 
inthcDckm thc Dckan, amounted to 1 0,823 men; exclusive of which, a force was left at 
Poonah, consisting of a detachment of his Majesty’s 84th regiment, and 1035 
Sepoys, which were deemed fully sufficient, in conjunction with such troops 
as the Peishvvah himself had at Poonah. to afford complete protection to his 
Plig hness, and to repel any .attack which might be made upon that city. 

Cuitack. 'd'he force assembled for the invasion of thc province of Cuttack amounted 

to 521 0 men. 

In thc Doitb of It has already been stated, that the main body of thc army of Fort St. 
Toomb!iX.rii- George had been assembled at Hurrj hur, on the north western frontier of 
vfrt lit under thc personal command of Lieutenant General Stuart. A part 

of this army had been detached to Poonah, under thc command of Major 
(icneral Wcllcslcv, in the month of March 1803. Political considerations 

j ' ^ 

of importance, combined with advantages in a military point of view, had 
induced (General Stuart, at the suggestion of Major General Wellesley, to 
move with the remainder, towards thc end of thc month of May, to Adoodgul, 
a town situated in thc Doab of the Kistna and Toombudra rivers, about 
fouiteen marches from Hyderabad. This position was admirably well calcu- 
lated to afford protection to thc Nizam’s dominions, to ovcraw'c the southern 
Marhatta .lagheerdars, and to cover the Company’s territories, by enabling 
General Stuart to interrupt, with more facility, the march of any body of 

* It has appcnrFcl unnecessary to state in this place thc detail of these measures, as it would be 
diihcult to exhibit in a sliort coinpsss, the number and clispo.siLion of the troops employed on this 
service. It will be siiflicient to observe, that every arrangement was adopted which could ensure 
the complete attainment of the important objects proposed to l>e derived from a comprehensive and 
clheient sy.stem of defence. 
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troops that might attempt to penetrate into them. The forced at Moodgul 
amounted to three companies of European artillery, one regiment of Eu- 
ropean, and two regiments of native cavalry, three corps of European 
infantry, and five battalions of sepoys, with a large train of artillery, and a 
proportion of gun lascars and pioneers, amounting to 7820 fighting men. 

The Dewan, and Minister of Mysore, with a considerable force, encamped 
on the frontier of Mysore, in the rear of General Stuart, and by his position 
afforded additional protection to that country. In conformity to instructions 
for that purpose from the Governor General, Eieuteifant General Stuart de- 
tached, on the 2uth March, to Hyderabad, two battalions of sepoys under 
the command of Major Irton, for the purpose of securing tranquillity in tliat 
capital, ill the event of the demise of the Nizam, which at that period of time 
was rendered extremely probable, from the declining state of his Highness’s 
health. 

Circumstances connected with the arrival of a French armament in Ind Altcr.itioii in 
and the probability of a renewal of the war with France, rendered an altera- 'inVdiip!!sn'i.)n 
tion in the strength and disposition of the force at Moodgul adviscable, and 
induced Lieutenant General Stuart to return to the presidency of Fort St. 

George. 

The 73d regiment, and a battalion of sepoys, were in consequence directed, 
about the beginning of the month of August, to proceed to the Carnatic; and 
the remainder of the army, with the exception of two battalions of sepoys, 
which, at different periods in the month of July, were detached for the pur- 
pose of joining the troops under the command of Major General Wellesley, 
with considerable supplies of treasure, bullocks and grain, was left at Mood- 
gul, under the orders of Major General Campbell; who was directed by 
Lieutenant General Stuart, to detach the fort'e under his command (or a part 
of it,) to join the troops in advance, or to Hyderabad, on receiving a requi- 
sition to that effect from Major (icncral Wellesley, or from Major Kirkpa- 
trick, the llesident at the court of the Nizam. 

The corps dc reserve f under Major General Campbell consisted of one corp. dc .<■- 

‘.erVt* at Mood 

^ The force under Lieutenant General Stuart at Moodjnil: 

X-* -1 month of At’- 

Luropean cavalry - - - - - 431 

Native ditto - - - - - - 846 

FAiropcan Infantry 

Five companies of the 33d regiment, the 73tl regiment, and 
seven companies of the 80th regiment, - - 

European artillery - - - - - 251 

Native inflmtry - .. - - - 47^9 


535 Artillery lascars, and 620 Madras pioneers. 7826 

f Corps dc reserve at hloodgul. 


Cavalry. — 25th dragoons, ist and 2cl regiments native ] 

European, 

Isat'ive, 

Total, 

cavalry j 

- 431 

846*- - 

1277 

Infantry — Five companies of the 33CI, and seven com- ) 
panics of the 80th regiment, - ) 

820 

^935 - 

2755 

With a proportion of artillery and pioneers. 

About 

- 

4032 
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regiment of European, and two regiments of native cavalry, a proportion of 
European artillerymen, two corps of European and two battalions of native 
infantry, with a party of pioneers, amounting to about 1277 cavalry, 820 
European, and KjSf; native Infantry, exclusive of artillery and pioneers. 

In addition to the troops under the command of Major General Wellesley, 
and those stationed at Hyderabad, Poonah, and Moodgul, there was a force* 
in Guzemt, and in the town and dependencies of Surat, amounting to 2013 
Europeans, and -1100 natives, in all 73-'j2 men. With a view to afford 
ample security to the valuable and important province of Guzerat, and at the 
same time to have a dispjoseable force, that might eventually be employed in 
active operations against the enemy. Major General Wellesley (after providing 
garrisons for Surat, Brodera, Cambay, Kareah, Songhur, Purncerah, and 
eventually for Baroach,) divided the remainder of the force in Guzerat, 
amounting to 428lj' men, into tw’O detachments; of which one, amounting 
to 2137+ men, was stationed in front of Brodera, (the residence of the Guik- 
war,) to the northward of the Nerbudda river. The other detachment^, 
consisting of 2094 men, w as directed to occupy a position south of the 
Taptcc river, between Songhur and Surat. Two six-pounders were attached 
to each corps, and each of the detachments was ordered to be completed with 

* Force in Guzerat. 
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two twclve-ponnders, and tvvo five-and-half-inch howitzers. The whole of 
the force in Guzerat w^as, 'at the recommendation of Major General Wcl- ' 

lesley, placed under the orders of Colonel Murray, of iVis Majesty’s 8 tth 
regiment. 

From these details it appears, that the total number of British troops, " '> 'y '' 
including garrisons in Guzerat and at Surat, (.3071 men,) prepared, at the lu: i.:. 1 i’.' . 
commencement of the month of August, to support the arrangements con- 
eluded with the Peishw'ah, amounted to men. Of this number, 

about 1 0,500 w'ere assembled in the provinces lately ceded by the Nawaub 
Vizier to the Company, under the personal command of the commander in 
chief. General Lake; about 5500 men were prepared to invade the })rovince 
of Bundelcund, and to cover the province and city of Benares; 52113 men 
W'ere assembled for the invasion of the province of Cuttack; 4281 men were 
stationed as a field force in Guzerat; 16,823 men were under the immedi.ite 
command of Major General Wellesley, and destined for active operations 
against the confederated chieftains ; 1{)Q7 men were stationed at Hyderabad, 
to ensure the tranquillity of that city, and the' regular succession to the 
musnud, on the contingency of the Nizam’s death; 1598 remained at Poo- 
nah, for the protection of that capital, and of the person of the Peishwah ; 

1 goo were on their march from Moodgul, to join the troops under Major 
General Wellesley ; and 4032 men occupied a favourable position in the 
Doab of the Kistna <ind Toombudra rivers, under the command of Major 
General Campbell. 

It may be proper to state in this place, that the expected death of his 
Highness the Nizam took place at Hyderabad on the 6th of August, 1 803. *>'’• 

H is Highness’s eldest son, Mirza Secundcr Jah, was immediately proclaimed e<l,an(l was siir- 
successor to the Soubahdarry of the Dekan. On the 7th of August, Mirza Sc- 
cunder Jah took his seat on the musnud, to which he was conducted by tke 
Kesident at Hyderabad, and by Rajah Rogotim Rao, the Deputy of his late 
Highness’s Prime Minister, Azim-ul-Omra, and received the congratulatory 
presents of all the principal officers of his government at Hyderabad. 

* Abstract of the forces prepared at the commencement of August, 1803. 


In Hindostan, under the personal command of the commander in chief, 

General Lake, .... * io^c;oo 

At Allahabad, and Mirzapoor - - - 5 9^^ 

In the Dekan, under tlic immediate personal command of General Wellesley - 8903 

Subsidiary force under Colonel Stevenson * « - 7920 

- — 16,823 

At Hyderabad ^ 

At Poonah - - . .. 15 9 ^^ 

At Moodgul - ~ - 4 A3 2 

On the march from Moodgul - . - - 1900 

Field force in Guzerat - ^ - - - 4281 

Garrisons at ditto, and at Surat - - 3071 

For tlie invasion of Cuttack - - - 5216 


Total, (exclusive of gun lascars, pioneers, artificers and store lascars,) 54>9^ ^ 
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130.1. The event of the late Nizam’s death did not occasion any interruption of 
* the public tranquillity, and the accession of Mirza Secundcr Jah was gene- 
rally acknowledged by the younger sons of his late Highness, and by all the 
officers and subjects of his Highness’s government. 

The preservation of the tranquillity of Hyderabad at that important cri.sis, 
must be ascribed principally to the position of the British armies under the com- 
mand of Major General Welle.slcy and Colonel Stevenson, and of the corps dc 
reserve stationed at Moodgul, for the purpose of eventually proceeding to Hy- 
derabad, if the .situation of affairs at that capital should render such a move- 
ment expedient or necessary for the preservation of tranquillity, and for secur- 
ing the regular order of succession on the death of the Nizam, 

The object of these notes w ill now be directed to the statement of the pro- 
gress of the British arms, in the contest in which the British Government 
ot India has been unavoidably involved w ith the confederate Marhatta chief- 
tains. 

Major General Wellesley thought it proper, towards the close of the month 
/ptii 2 sth. of April, to order Colonel Stevenson to collect the subsidiary force and the 
Nizam’s troops at Gardoon, and to march to the northward towards Aurun- 
gabad for the protection of that part of the Nizam’s frontier. 

The detachment under the command of Colonel Stevenson * consisted of 
umler Colonel two companies of European artillery, one regiment of European Infantry, 
fhr^miecti'on two rcglments of native cavalry, and six battalions of native infantry, with a 
fi'onritr nc™ ' fiiie train of artillery and a large body of the Nizam’s cavalry and di.sciplined 
Aiiruiif:.ibad. infantry. 

With a view to the settlement of the Peishw’ah’s territories, and to aw^ait 
M^rchof Ma negotiation with the confederate Marhatta chieftains. Major 

jo/^Generai Gciieral Wellcslcy marched from Poonah, with the main body ot the forces 
poonaiaoI-Th™ under his command, on the 4th of June, and on the 1-lth ot the same month, 
encamped at Walkcc, w ithin a short distance of Ahmednuggur, a strong fort 
tcrriKirici. belonging to Dow'lut llao Scindiah, at thcdi.stancc of about eighty miles from 
...If 11 . I’uonah. The force j- under the command of Major General Wellesley 

* Abstract of the force under Colonel Stevenson, from the return of the 25th June, 1803. 
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amounted to one regiment of European and tlirec regiments of native cavalry, 
two companies of European artillery, two regiments of European and six 
battalions of native infantry, with a considerable train of artillery, a large pro- 
portion of artillery lascars and native pioneers, and a body of 2-ioo horse fur- 
nished by t.hc Rajah of Mysore. The army under General Wellesley was also 
accompanied by an inconsiderable proportion of the contingent of troops 
(about 3000 horse) which the Pcishwah is required to furnish by the treaty of 
Bassein. There is no reason however to ascribe this deficiency to any want of 
inclination on the part of his Highness to adhere to the faith of his engage- 
ments with the British Government. The Peishwah’s contingent and the 
Rajah of Mysore’s cavalry occupied a position at Sargaree, about twenty miles 
south-east of Ahmednuggur. 

Major General Wellesley received InteHlgencc of the issue of the British Re- 
sident’s negotiation with Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar on the 0th of Au- liwin tic ’ 
gust 1803, but was prevented from moving by a very heavy fall of rain which 
lasted for three days, and which had rendered tlie road from Walkee to Ah- 
mednuggur totally impassable. The W'cather cleared up however on the "th, 
and on the 8th of August, Major General Wellesley commenced his march to- AuRunt wii- 
wards the fortress of Ahmednuggur, the fortified town of which w’as, on the 
morning of the same day, attacked and carried by escalade. On arriving within pur taken by 
a short distance of the fortress, three parties w'cic immediately formed for the 
purpose of assaulting the fortified towm. The party on the left, commanded 'oy 
Lieutenant Colonel Planless, as brigadier of the day, consisted of two flank 
companies of his Majesty’s "8th regiment, and the advanced picquets ; the 
center attack w'as composed of eight companies of the 7-lth regiment, with some 
sepoys, under the orders of Lieutenant Colonel Wallace ; and the party on 
the light was commanded by Captain Vesey, who had under his orders the 
two flank companies of the 7-lth and the 1st battalion of the 3d regiment na- 
tive inl'antryo 

^■The attack under Captain Vesey succeeded without difficulty, but the scal- 
ing ladders of the party on the left, under Lieutenant Colonel Harness, were 
placed against a part of the wall which had no rampart, and the troops were 
fired upon from the inside of the town as soon as they had reached the top of 
the ladders, without the possibility of descending into the town, to charge the 
enemy ; Colonel Plarness finding that he could not obtain a footing on the 
wall, drew off his partys and entered the town at another point. In the 
mean time, the centre attack, under Lieutenant Colonel Wallace, had moved 
on, and placed the ladders against a bastion, which they carried with great ease. 

The enemy made some resistance in the streets, and a party of Arabs actually' 
charged the grenadiers of the 78th ; they were instantly repulsed, and put to "f 'i>- 
flight, and the town was soon- afterwards evacuated by the enemy, who had piib'mdi'oot 
suffered some loss. On the 10th of August batteries were opened against the 
fort, w hich surrendered on the 12thof the fame month. The official details 

of 
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^ 0 ^ of this operation arc so complete, that it will be sufficient to refer to the printed 
The wiioic of- copy of Major General Wellesley’s dispatch of the 12th of Auguft to the 
zcncs*'arcli^ Gc V cmor General, which is annezed to these notes. 

puuiu i) possession of this fortress is of peculiar importance to the prosecution of 

our military operations, by securing the communication with Poonah, and by 
affording a depot ior supplies of provisions and military stores. Major General 
Wellesley, immediately after the capture ot the fort, proceeded to take pos- 
session of all the districts dependent on Ahmednuggur, yielding an essential an- 
nual revenue of 0,3 t,OOO rupees. These districts w'cre placed under the tem- 
porary management and authority of a British officer. 

A respectable garrison was also stationed in Ahmednuggur, and every other 
arrangement being completed. Major General \Vcllcslcy moved to the Goda- 
Aiigust er. very river, which he crossed w'ith the w hole of his army by the 2 fth of Au- 
gust. 

Auciist!). On the 2yth of August, Major General Wellesley arrived at Aurungabad. 

Dow lut Rao Sclndiah and the Rajah ofBerar had, on the 24th of August, en- 
tered the territories of the Nizam by the Ghaut of Adjuntce, w ith a large body 
of horse. They passed between Colonel Stevenson’s corps (wdiich had moved 
to the eastward tow ards the Badovvly Ghaut) and Aurungabad, and reached 
Jalnapoor, a small fort, the capital of a district of the same name, about forty 
miles cast from Aurungabad ; as soon as the enemy heard of Major General 
Wellesley’s arrival at Aurungabad, they moved to the southward and eastward, 
with an intention (as it was reported) to cross the Godavery, and march 
upon Plyderabad. Major General Wellesley immediately marched to the banks 
of that river, and continued to move to the eastward along its left bank. The 
river, at that period of time, w'as fordable in every part, which is a circum- 
stance that was never knowm to have happened at that season of the year. 

This movement checked the enemy’s operations to the southward, and they 
immediately returned to the northward of Jalnapoor. It also afforded com- 
plete protection to tw’o important convoys of gram and treasure, which had 
been detached by Lieutenant (ieneral Stuart from Moodgul, and of which, 
the last convoy, under Major Hill, joined Major General Wellesley’s force on 
the 1 8th of September. 

Sabapoor Coloiicl Stcvenson returned from the eastward on the 1st of September, 
Mol and on the 2d attacked and carried the fort of Jalnapoor. While (icncral 

Wellesley was engaged in covering the advance of his convoys, and in pre- 
Coicnei skti- Venting the eticmy from crossing the Godavery river. Colonel Stevenson made 
pr(stl'”i,cciic. several attempts to bring the confederates to action. He w'as successfid in the 
night of the (jth of September in surprising their camp, but the nature of the 
attack makes it impossible to know' the exact amount of the loss which the 
enemy sustained on that occasion. 

During their incursion towards the Godavery river, the enemy’s irregular 
horse occasioned little injury to the Nizam’s territories, and in many places 

they 
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they were defeated by the common Peons* stationed in the different villages iws. 
which they attacked.— -Finding that this mode of warfare was not attended with 
success, the confederate chicftai,ns determined to change their plan of operations, 
and moved to the northward, near the Adjuntee pass, where they were joined 
by a detachment of regular infantry (under the command of Monsieur Pohl- 
man, and Monsieur Dupont,) consisting of sixteen battalions,f with a large 
and well equipped train of artillery. The whole of the enemy’s army was col- 
lected about Bokerdum, and between that place and Jaffierabad. 

On the 21st of S^tember, the two corps under the command of Major *i«septemb(>r. 
General Wellesley and Colonel Stevenson, met at Budnapoor; and it w'as 
determined that the two divisions should move separately towards the enemy, 
and attack them on the morning of the 24th. The disposition which the 
confederates had hitherto manifested to avoid an action, and the necessity of 
making a vigorous effort against their main force, afforded no other means of 
effecting these important objects, than the plan adopted on this occasion 
by Major General Wellesley. With this view, the two divisions marched 
on, the 22d, Colonel Stevenson by the western route, and Major General sad September. 
Wellesley by the eastern route, round the hills between Budnapoor and Jalna. 

The division under Major General Wellesley marched to Paugy on the 22d 
September, and on the 23d to Naulnair, at which place intelligence was re- 
ceived that the combined armies of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar were en- 
camped at the distance of about six miles from the ground on which General 
Wellesley had intended to encamp. 

General Wellesley immediately determined to attack the enefny, instead of Battle of 
waiting until the morning of the 24th for the arrival of Colonel Stevenson, vfd?" 
If General Wellesley had not' adopted this judicious and spirited resolution, the jJle A^,cndix.* 
enemy would probably have harassed him during the whole day of the 23d, 
and as he could afford no other security to the baggage of his army, than the 
entrenchments which he might be enabled to construct, it must have been 
y€xposed to loss if he had waited until the 24th ; at all events he would have 
been obliged to leave more than one battalion for the protection of the baggage. 

By attacking on the 23d, the enemy would be kept in ignorance respecting the 
position of the baggage of our army : and in addition to these circumstances, 

* Peons, irregular infantry of the worst kind, generally employed in the collection of the 
revenue. 

+ Monsieur Pohl'man’sbrigade ----- 6ooo 1 Ordered back towards the end of August 
Monsieur Dupont’s - -- -- -- -- 2400 J from Boorhanpore. T wo battalions 

had already crossed the Taptee on their 
way to that place, when the whole bri- 
pde received orders to return and join 
Scindiah’s camp. 

<4 Battalions belonging to Begum Sumroo - - 2000 

Total infantry, exclusive of artillerymen, and 

of the Rajah of Berar '« infantry - - - 10,400 
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there was every reason to believe that the enemy would learn that Colonel 
Stevenson was on his march to attack them on the 24th, in which case, it was 
extremely probable that they would withdraw their guns and infantry in the 
course of the night of the 23d, in order that they might avoid the combined 
attack ot the British armies on the 24th. The immediate attack of the 
enemy therefore was a measure of prudence as well as of courage. 

Having provided for the security of bis baggage and stores, which were left 
at Naulnair, under the protection of a battalion of sepoys and four hundred 
men, taken from the native corps, General Wellesley rhoved on towards the 
army of the confederates, which he found encamped tetween and along the 
course of two rivers, the Daitna and the Juah, towards their junction. Their 
line extended east and west along the north bank of the Kaitna river, the 
banks of which are high and rocky, and are impassable for guns, excepting 
at places close to the villages. 

The right ol the enemy, which consisted entirely of cavalry, was posted in 
the vicinity of Bokerdun, and extended to their line of infantry, which was 
encamped in the neighbourhood of the fortified village of Assye. The British 
army had marched fourteen miles to Naulnair, and the distance from that 
place to the enemy’s camp being six miles, it was one o’clock in the afternoon 
before the British troops came in sight of the combined army of the confederates. 

Although Major General Wellesley arrived in front of the right of the 
enemy, he determined to attack their left, where the guns and infantry were 
posted ; and accordingly marched round to their left flank, covering the march 
of the column of British infantry, by the British cdvalry in the rear, and by the 
Marhatta (the Peishwah’s) and Mysore cavalry on the right flaWk. 

The British troops passed the river Kaitna at a ford beyond the tfnemy’s left 
flank, near the village of Pepulgaon. Major General Wellesley* formed the 
infantry in two lines with the British cavalry as a reserve in a third, in an open 
space between the Kaitna and the Juah rivers, which run nearly parallel. The 
Peishwah’s and the Mysore cavalry* occupied the ground beyond, or to the" 
southward of the Kaitna river, on the left flank of the British troops, and kept 
in check a large body of* the enemy’s cavalry, which had followed General 
Wellesley’s route from the right of their own position. The first line of 
Major General Wellesley’s infantry consisted of the advanced picquets to the 
right, two battalions of sepoys, and his Majesty’s 78th regiment; the second, 
of his Majesty’s 74th regiment and two battalions of sepoys ; and the third, 
of his Majesty’s iQth dragoons with three regiments of native cavalry. 

The number of British troops engaged, appears to have amounted to about 

* This coi^ps has perfonned all the duties of light troops with General Wellesley's army since its 
march from Mysore in March 1803, (during which time they were 'frequently en^u^gecl with the 
enemy,) with a degree of alacrity and zeal, which has seldom been displayed by troops of this de- 
scription. To the credit of the government of Mysore, this body of cavalry is as regularly paid as 
the British troops. The Peishwah’s troops have sbo conducted themselves in a manner to merit 
approbation. 
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1200 cavalry, luiropean and native, 1300 Europran infentry and artlHcry, and 
2000 sepoys, in alt about 4500 men. The force of the enemy consisted of 
sixteen regular battalions of infantry* (amounting to 10,500 men) command- 
ed by European officers, a well equipped train of artillery, exceeding in number 
one hundred guns, and some very large bodies of horse, consisting, it is stated, 
(and as it would appear from a reference to the statement of the forces of the 
confederates as they stood at the commencement of the month of August,) of 
between 30 and 40,000 men. 

The enemy commenced a cannonade (but with little effect) as the 
British troops advanced to the Kaitna river, and having discovered General 
Wellesley’s intention to attack their left, changed the pmition of their 
infantry and guns, which no longer fas at first) was along the north bank of 
the Kaitna river, but extended from that river across to the village of Assye 
upon the Juab river, which was upon the right of the British army. A 
second line was formed nearly at right-angles to the rear of the enemy’s first 
line, with its left towards the village of Assye, and its rear to the Juah 
river, along the bank of which it extended in a westerly direction from the 
village of Assye. General Wellesley immediately attacked the enemy, 
and the British troops advanced under a severe fire from the enemy’s cannon, 
the execution of which was terrible. The British artillery had opened upon 
the enemy at the distance of four hundred yards, but General Wclksley, find- 
ing that it produced little effect on the enemy’s powerful and extensive line of 
infantry and guns, and that his guns could not advance on account of the 
number of men and bullocks which had been disabled, ordered his artillery to 
be left behind, and the whole line to move on ; at the same time Major Gene- 
ral Wellesley directed Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, with the British cavalry, 
to take care of the right of the infantry as the line advanced towards the ene- 
my, who were soon compelled ( notwithstanding their tremendous cannonade), 
to fall back upon the second line in front of the Juah river. The picquets of 
the infantry and the 74th regiment, which were on the right of General 
Wellesley’s first and second lines, suffered particularly, from the fire of the 
guns on the left of the enemy’s position near Assye. The 74th regiment was 
so thinned by the enemy’s cannonade, that a body of the enemy’s cavalry was 
encouraged to charge it, at the moment when the regiment was most exposed 
to this fire, but the enemy were charged in turn by the British cavalry, who 
had been directed to protect the right of General Wellesley’s line, and who 
drove the enemy with great slaughter into the Juah river. At length, the ene- 
my’s line, overawed by the steady advance of the British troops, gave way in 
every direction, and the British cavalry, who had crossed to the northward of 
the Juah river, cut in among their broken infantry, and charged the fugitives 
along the bank of the river with the greatest effect. General Wellesley’s force 
was not equal in numbers to the duty of securing all his advantages in the heat 
of the action, and many of the enemy’s guns, which had been left in his rear, 

* The Rajah of Berar’s infantry and Scindiah’s irregular infantry are not included in this 
number. 
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were turned again upon the British troops by individuals, who having thrown 
themselves upon the ground near the enemy’s guns, had been passed by the 
British line under the supposition that they were dead, and who availed them- 
selves of this artifice ( which is often practised by the troops composing the 
armies of native powers in India,) to continue for some time a very heavy fire. 

Some of the enemy’s corps, however, went off in good order, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Maxwell was killed in charging with the British cavalry, (who had 
recrossed the Juah river), a body of infantry which had retired, and was again 
formed. Some time elapsed before the fire which the enemy kept up from the 
guns which they had manned in the rear of the British line could be stopped, 
and General Wellesley was himself obliged to take the 7»th regiment and the 
/th regiment native cavalry to effect this object. In the course of this opera- 
tion the General’s horse was shot under him. The enemy’s cavalry also, which 
had been hovering round the British troops throughout the action, still con- 
tinued near General Wellesley’s line. In a short time, however, the body of 
the enemy’s Infantry, which had formed again, and had been charged by the 
British cavalry, gave way ; and General Wellesley, having compelled the 
parties of the enemy in the rear of his line to abandon the guns which they 
had seized and turned against the British troops, the victory was decided, and 
the enemy retreated, leaving twelve hundred men dead on the field of battle, 
the whole country covered with their wounded, and in the f)ossession of the 
British troops, ninety-eight pieces of cannon, seven standards, their camp 
equipage, a great number of bullocks and camels, and a large quantity of 
military stores and ammunition. 

During this severe and brilliant action, the conduct of Major General Wel- 
lesley united a degree of ability, prudence, and of dauntless spirit, seldom 
equalled, and never surpassed. It is impossible to bestow any commendation 
superior to the skill, magnanimity, promptitude and judgment displayed by 
Major General Wellesley on this memorable occasion, nor can any instance be 
adduced from the annals of our military glory, of more exemplary order, firm-^^- 
ness, discipline, and alacrity, than was manifested by the British troops in every 
stage of the arduous contest which preceded the splendid victory of Assye. 

The whole lii^, led by General Wellesley in person, advanced to the charge 
with the greatest bravery and steadiness, without its guns, against a most severe 
and destructive fire of round- and grape, until within a very short distance of 
the enemy ; whom the British troops compelled, (notwithstanding their superior 
numbers,) at the point of the bayonet, to abandon their guns, and to relinquish 
the field of battle, which Scindiah’s infantry had maintained with much obsti- 
nacy for more than three hours. Several officers in General Wellesley’s army, 
who have served during the late campaigns on the Continent of Europe, have 
declared, that it is no disparagement to the French artillery to say, that cannon 
were never better served than by the enemy at Assye on the 23d of September ; 
but notwithstanding this circumstance, and the appearance of large bodies of 
the enemy’s cavalry, who several times manifested a disposition to charge 
General Wellesley’s line, the British troops, animated by the gallant spirit of 

their 
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their General, and emulating the noble example of his zeal and courage, exhi- 

bited a degree of resolution, firmness, and discipline, which completely overawed 

the enemy’s cavalry and infantry, and forced them both to retire with the loss 
of 1200 men killed in the field of battle, besides a vast number of wounded 
scattered over the country in the vicinity of the field of battle. It is reported 
that Scindiah’s principal minister received a wound in the action, of which he 
afterwards died, and an Etiropean officer (apparently of rank) was also cut down, 
and afterwards found dead on the field of battle. 

• The loss sustained by the British troops in this glorious and decisive action 
was very severe, and (as Veil as the number and description of the ordnance 
taken from the enemy) is exhibited in Major General Wellesley’s official dis- 
patch, which (together with the general orders issued by the Governor General 
in council, on this memorable occasion) forms a number in the appendix to 
these notes. 

Colonel Stevenson, with the corps under his command, joined Major General 
Wellesley on the evening of the 24 th, and was immediately detached in pursuit 
of the enemy. Colonel Stevenson had experienced several impediments, which 
prevented his joining Major General Wellesley so soon as was expected ; but 
no blame can be imputed to that gallant officer, whose conduct has always 
been distinguished by the greatest zeal, activity, and public spirit. 

On the 8th of October, Major General'Wellesley received a letter from the Octobers, 
camp of Scindiah, signed by Ballajee Khoonjur*, one of Scindiah’s ministers, re- weii’e'.icy"re-“* 
questing that Major General Wellesley would dispatch a British officer, together 
with an officer of the Soubah of the Dekan, to the enemy’s camp, for the pur- desire of the 
pose of negotiating terms of peace between the allies and the confederate ne^datf" 
Marhatta chieftains. Major General Wellesley refused to comply with the 
request of Ballajee Khoonjur : first, because in the application of Ballajee 
Khoonjur, no reference was made to the authority cither of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, or the Rajah of Berar, and, consequently, that it was not certain that the 
application proceeded from either of those chieftains, either or both of whom 
might hereafter disavow the act of Ballajee Khoonjur ; and secondly, because 
the presence of a British officer in the enemy’s camp at that moment would 
have tended to raise the spirits of the enemy’s troops, and to prevent their dis- 
persion, and would have been represented by the enemy as an attempt on the 
part of the British Government to sue for peace ; but signified at the same 
time his disposition to receive at the British camp, with every mark of honour 
and respect, any person, duly empowered by the direct authority of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, or of the Rajah of Berar, to propose terms of peace to the allied 
powers. 

• Ballajee Khoonjur was originally dispatched by his Highness the Peishwah from Bassein to 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, for the purpose of explaining to that chieftain the nature of the engagements 
concluded by the Peishwah and the British Government, but with the accustomed versatility and 
treachery of a Marhatta politician, Ballajee Khoonjur has sabse<iuently attached himself to the service 
of Scindiah. 


The 
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1803. The confederates having collected the remains of their broken army, and 
moved to the westward along the bank of the Taptce, probably with a view 
to proceed to the southward, by the road which leads by the Caserbary Ghaut 
and Ahmednuggur, to Poonah, General Wellesley determined not to descend 
the Adjuntce Ghaut with the division under his immediate command, but to 
remain to the south ward, and to regulate his movements by those of the enemy. 

Stevenson, however, was directed to continue his route to Boorhan- 
the hth, :ind poor*, and there can be little doubt but that the fall of that city, and of the 
ti t o; 3nd important hill fort of Asscerglmr (which has been denominated the 

Appe7diiu. Dekan,) will soon add another triumph to the British arms on the 

western side of India. 

While Major General Wellesley was employed in watching the movements 
and checking the inroads of the armies of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah 
of Bcrar, these chieftains received the most severe blows from the successes of 


the other divisions of the British armies, employed in the operations against the 
provinces of Guzerat, on the western, and of Cuttack on the eastern side of 
India. . 


o'pSionsin '' conformity to the plan of operations suggested to the Government of 
tliC' province of Bombay by Major General Wellesley, under the orders of the Governor General, 
L‘<^utenant Colonel Woodington, of the Bombay establishment, with a rcS|)ec;- 
able detachment composed of his Majesty’s 80th regiment, and a proportion of 
August 21 . European artillery and native infantry, marched from Baroda on the 21st of 

August 23. August, and encamped within two miles of the fort of Baroach on the 23d. 

On the 24th, Lieutenant Colonel Woodington moved on to Bargood, and 
found the enemy in front of the pettah ready to receive him. The enemy was 
soon compelled to retreat into the fort, and on the following morning Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Woodington attacked and took possession of the pettah, on 
the western face of the fort of Baroach. 


The fort of Baroach was stormed and carried on the 2Qth of August, the day 
Earoacii storiii-on which General Lake, on the north-west frontier of Oude, {a direct distance'^- 
.'illgUSt. of about six hundred miles, ) attacked and compelled Monsieur Perron’s forces 
to quit the field of battle near Coel. 

1 he breach was reported to be practicable at one A. M. on the 2gth, but 
Lieutenant Colonel Woodington was induced to delay the assault until three 
o clock r. M. not only that he might profit by the assistance of the Fury gun- 
vessel and an armed boat, which it was expected would arrive in time to take 
their stations opposite tp the fort, but that it appeared to Colonel Woodington, 
that the proposed time for the assault was a likely hour to find the enemy off 


Authentic advices have since been received from the Resident at Hyderabad, under date the 
oth of November, announcing the surrender of this city to the forces under the command of Colonel 
Stevenson on the i6th of October; and the capitulation of the -fort of Asseerghur, situated about 
twenty miles north-east of Ijoorhanpoor, to Colonel »Stevenson on the 2 1 st of the same month. I'he 
prrison of Asseerghur are prisoners of war. A Vaoueel of high rank from Dowlut Rao bcindiah 
has also arrived in tiic camp of Major General Wellesley for the purpose of negotiating a peace. — - 

Vide the official Gazettes, in Appendix D. b t> x 

their 
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tiicir guard. The vessel and the armed boat, however, did not arrive in time isf3. 
to afford any assistance. The storming party, consisting' of 3 0<» Europeans and 
200 natives, was led by Captain Richardson of his Majesty’s 80th regiment, 
supported by a second party, amounting to one hundred and fifty Europeans, 
and two hundred and fifty natives, under the command of Major Cuylcr of the 
same regiment. The reserve under Captain Bethune of the Bombay establish- 
ment was composed of one hundred Europeans and one hundred sepoys. 

The enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the attack of the troops, but 
were soon compelled to retreat, and to abandon the fort, which was completely 
carried with little loss on the part of the British troops. After Captain Rich- 
ardson had obtained possession of the first gateway, Major Cuylcr, with the 
supporting party, pushed on so rapidly, that he overtook a party of Arabs before 
they could effect their escape out of the fort, and killed about two hundred in 
the attack. The enemy also lost several horses during the attack on this party 
of Arabs, which w'as composed of cavalry and infantry. The casualties on the 
part of the British troops during the siege of Baroach vftxt not severe, and are 
detailed in the official Gazette of the 3d of October, 1803 , which is annexed to 


these notes. Together with the fort of Baroach, the honourable Company 
obtained possession of the district of that name, which yields an estimated annual 
revenue of eleven lacks of rupees. 

After the capture of Baroach, Lieutenant Colonel Woodington proceeded tO( 
reduce the district of Champaneer, which was the only territory remaining to,' 
Scindiah in the province of Guzerat ; and afterwards attacked the fort of Pow- f 
anghur, a strongly fortified hill, with the town of Champaneer attached, 
situated about twenty-five miles cast of Brodcra, on the western confines of 
the province of Mai w a. The town or pettah of Champaneer was attackeefand 
carried by assault with little loss on the part of the British troops, and the fort 
was summoned to surrender. The Killahdar having refused to comply w ith 
the summons, preparations were immediately made for the attack of the fort, 
which was to have been stormed on the 1 7 th of September, when the fort 
capitulated ,and wa,s immediately occupied by the British troops. The opera- 
tions of the army of Bombay in Guzerat were all planned and executed with 
the greatest judgment, spirit, and courage. 

It has already been stated, that a principal object of the Governor General’s 
attention was directed to the formation of an arrangement for the occupation of 
the province of Cuttack. For this purpose, a part of the northern division of 
the army under the presidency of Fort St. George, commanded by Lieutenant 
Colonel Campbell of his Majesty’s 74th regiment, was ordered to be holden in 
readiness to proceed on that expedition from Ganjam ; and a detachment, con- 
sisting of two companies of his Majesty’s 22d regiment, awd a part of the 20th 
Bengal regiment, was dispatched from Fort William to reinforce the troops 
under Lieutenant Colonel Campbell’s command. The whole of that force 
consisted of five hundred and seventy -three Europeans of his Majesty’s and the 
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honourable Cdmpatiy’s troops, 2408 sepoys, and a party of native cavalry con* 
sisting of sixty men. 

The Governor General had also directed a detachment consisting of five 
hundred Bengal native volunteers to proceed by sea, under the command of 
Captain Dick, for the purpose of occupying the post of Balasore. Previously 
however to the departure of this detachment from Fort William, intelligence 
was received, which induced the Governor General to 'consider it possible that 
the Marhatta forces in Berar had been reinforced, and that a vigorous opposi- 
tion might be expected at the fort of Cuttack, as well as during the advance of 
the Btitish troops from Ganjamv 

This circumstance determined the Governor General to send Captain Dick’s 
detachment, w'ith some additional battering guns, direct to Ganjam, for the 
jpiirpose of reinforcing the main body of the &itish troops advancing from that 
rjuarter ; and the detachment accordingly embarked * from Fort William on 
the '3oth of August. 

In consequence of a severe illness. Lieutenant Colonel Campbell was 
tendered unable to proceed with the detachment from Ganjam. The Gover- 
*nor General therefore, at the express solicitation of Lieutenant Colonel Camp- 
bfell, then confined to his bed by a violent fever, dispatched, on the 28tb of 
August, his military secretary Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, of his Majesty’s 
12th regiment of foot, to Ganjam, for the purpose of taking the command of 
the troops assembled at that station. The Governor General also directed a 
second 'detachment of 500 native volunteers, a proportion of artillery men> four 
field pieces, and a proportion of stores, to embark under the command of Captain 
Morgan of the Bengal establishment, on the 13th of September, from Fort 
William, and to occupy Balasore. Another detachment was at the same time 
formed at Jelasore, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Ferguson, of 
the establishment of Bengal, consisting of 770 sepoys and 84 men of the Go- 
vernor General’s body guard, with two gaJlojwr guns, for the purpose of 
advancing into the province of Cuttack, and forming a junction with the de- 
ththmentat Ballasorc, when the state of the intermediate country, and the pro- 
gress of the main division under Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, should favour 
that movement. This detachment was supported by a force of eight hundred 
sepoys and some artillery, assembled at Midnapore, which was afterwards 
reinforced by about five hundred native volunteers, who left Fort William for 
that purpose towards the end of the month of September. 

The total number of troops assembled for the invasion of the province of 


♦ Battering guns* &c. with Captain Dick, 

Four eightccn-poundcr iron guns- four twelve ditto — two five and half inch howitzers, with a 
due proportion of shells— 4000 eighteen pounder shot— 4000 twelve pounder ditto, with a quan- 
tity of stores, materials, entrenching tools, &c. &c. 

Cuttack, 
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Cuttack, therefore, amounted to 4916 men*’; of this number 3041 formed the 
main detachment which was ordered to advance from Ganjam under the com- Abstract st.te- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, who was appointed to the general a'l'ilh tr'wps 
command of all the forces employed on this service ; five hundred 
on their way under Captain Dick to reinforce Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt ; th’ province of 
five hundred and twenty-one (including twenty-one artillerymen) under the^”""*^' 
command of Captain Morgan, were destined to occupy Balasorc ; S/i-t were 
stationed at Jd'asore, ready to advance, whenever that movement might be 
deemed advisable ; and 13GO remained at Midnapore, to support the troops of 
Balasorc and Jclasorc, and to afford at the same time protection to the frontier 
of the Company’s territories, against the incursions of any of the Rajah of 
Berar’s predatory horse. 

On the 8th of September, the troops under the command of Lieutenant September § 
Colonel Campbell, commenced their march from Ganjam. On the 11th of 
September, Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt arrived at Ganjam, and took the 
command of the troops ; Lieutenant Colonel Campbell with the zeal and spirit 
which he has manifested on so many occasions, had endeavoured, notwithstand- 
ing his illness, to proceed with the troops from Ganjam, but had been carried 
back, after one day’s march, in a state which menaced his life for several weeks, 
and rendered him utterly unable to move with the expedition. 

On the 14th of September the British troops, conducted by Lieutenant septmbw h. 
Colonel Harcourt, took possession of Manickpatam w'ithout any resistance on 
the part of the Marhattas, who fled on the approach of Colonel Harcourt’s 
force. 

From that station, Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt dispatched a letter to the 
principal Bramins of the pagoda of Jaggernaut, encouraging them to place the 
pagoda under the protection of the British troops. 

On the lOth a favourable answer w'as received from the Bramins, and 
a deputation was sent to the British camp, to claim the protection which 


• Abstract of the force assembled for the invasion of the province of Cuttack, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt : 

European infantry, - - - - 573 

Native infantry, ... - . 2408 

Native cavalry, ..... 6o 


3041 

With Captain Dick, - - - 500 

With Captain Morgan, - - - 321 

With Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson. 

Sepoys, . • . - . -j-jQ 

Cavalry, ..... 84 

854 


Total actually assembled, . - - . 49i<$ 

At Midnapore, ... . 


Total that might eventually have been employed 

H 


$216 


had 
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September 1 8. 
Paj;^t>da of Jag- 
gcrnaut occu- 
pied. 

September 2-1. 


October ]0. 
Town of Cut- 
tack taken. 


Soorong taken 
On th« 3d Qeto- 
bcr. 


fVnt of Bara- 
butry taken by 
storm on the 
1 Uit October. 


had been offered by Lieutenant Qilonel Harcourt; and on the 18th, the 
British troops encamped at Jaggemaut, which was immediately evacuated by 
the Marhatta forces. 

The inundated state of the country prevented the march of the British troops 
from Jaggemaut until the 24th of September. During the march from Jag- 
gernaut to Cuttack, the advanced corps of Colonel Harcourt’s division were 
frequently engaged with parties of the enemy’s troops, who were always repulsed 
with loss. Owing however to a very heavy fall of rain (which had rendered 
the roads impassable,) and the consequent rise of the rivers which intervene 
betwxcn Jaggemaut and the town of Cuttack, Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt’s 
progress was much retarded, and the British troops did not reach Cuttack 
until the 10 th of October, when the town was immediately taken possession 
of, without opposition on the part of the enemy. 

The detachment under the command of Captain Morgan, landed at Ba* 
lasore on the 21 st of September, and succeeded in occupying that station, 
after some resistance on the part of the enemy; on the 1 st of October, 
Captain Morgan detached two companies of sepoys towards Soorong, a post 
twenty miles south of Balasore, which was then occupied by the enemy. 
This detachment routed a party posted at a village a short distance on the 
north side of Soorong, and being afterwards reinforced by another com- 
pany, took possession of Soorong on the 3d of October, without further 
resistance. 

Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson, with the detachment under his command, 
moved from Jclasore on the 23d of September, and on the lth of October arrived 
at Balasore, without any opposition; on the loth of that month, Lieutenant 
Colonel Fergusson marched from Balasore with a force * consisting of about 
8 1 6 men, in consequence of orders from the Governor General, directing that 
officer to proceed to the southward, for the purpose of forming a junction 
with the troops under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt at Cut- 
tack. During the whole of these transactions, the inhabitants of the province 
of Cuttack afforded every assistance to the British troops on their march, and 
expressed the utmost satisfaction at the prospect of being soon placed under the 
protection of the British Government. , 

Lieutenant Colonel Flarcourt had been actively employed, in preparations 
for the siege of the fort of Barabutty at Cuttack. This fort is of strength, and 
has only one entrance by a narrow bridge, leading over a wet ditch, twenty 


* Detachment under Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson, which marched from B.alasorc on the icth of 
October. 

European artillery, - - - 2o 

Native cavalry from the Governor General’s body guard, - - 76 

2d Battalion 7th native infantry, - - - * 573 

5 th native infantry, a detachment, - - - - 147 


With two field pieces, two galloper guns, and fifty gun lascars. 


Total 816 


feet 
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feet in depth, and varying in breadth according to the situation of the bastions, i*®*- 
from thirty-five to one hundred and thirty-five teet. On the night of the 12th 
of October, a spot was marked out for a battery to receive a twelve-pounder, 
distant about five hundred yards from the outer gate of the fort. This battery 
was completed on the night of the 13th, and the twelve-pounder placed in it, 
together with two howitzers and two six-pounders, the w liole of which opened 
their fire on the morning of the 14 th. By eleven o’clock in the lorcnoou of 
that day, most of the defences in the south face of the fort, (against which the 
fire was directed) were taken'off, and the enemies guns silenced: everything 
seemed to promise success to an assault, and Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt ac- 
cordingly ordered Lieutenant Colonel Clayton to storm the fort, and to advance 
with one six-pounder, a party of artillerymen, two hundred Europeans from 
his Majesty’s 22d, and the Madras European regiments, and four hundred se- 
poys from the 20th Bengal, and the Qth and igth regiments of Madras native 
infantry. The storming party in passing the bridge were exposed to a heavy, 
but ill directed fire of musquetry from the fort, and forty minutes elapsed be- 
fore they succeeded in blowing open the wicket (the remaining part of the 
gate having been strengthened with thick masses of stone) ; having accom- 
plished this object, the storming party passed through the wicket singly, and 
although they experienced considerable resistance in entering the fort and forc- 
ing two other gates, the British troops were completely victorious, and obtained 
possession of the fort, which was immediately abandoned by the enemy, whose 
loss was considerable. In the course of the assault, the storming party took four 
standards of colours, and manifested the same bravery and steadiness which has 
distinguished the conduct of the British armies in every quarter of India, during xi,c drf.na of 
the progress of the present campaign against Dowlut Ilao Scindiali and the 
Rajah of Bcrar. By the success of the British arms in the province of Cuttack, wits tiic i-ene- 
the whole ot that valuable province (which, exclusive of many other important I,', 
advantages, is indispcnslbly necessary to secure a free and uninterrupted 
munication between the supreme government of India, and the subordinate ’» ai>- 
presidencics of Fort St. George and Bombay) has been annexed to the dominions' ''’^”' 
of the honourable Company. In consequence of the interruption of the com- 
munication between (janjain and Fort William through Cuttack, in the course 
of the present campaign, after the commencement of the north-east monsoon, 
all correspondence between the Governor General, the governments of Fort St. 

George and Bombay, the honourable Major General Wellesley, and the Resi- 
dents at Poonah and Hyderabad was absolutely suspended, and the Governor 
General, for several days, was entirely ignorant of the progress of events in those 
parts of India, during a crisis of affairs, which, connected with the renewal of 
war w ith France, and the probability of hostilities with Holland, may be con- 
sidered to be the most important which has ever occurred in India. 

The regular order of events has been interrupted for the purpose of bringing 
into one point of view, all the transactions connected with the military opera- 
tions against the main armies in the Dckan, under the personal command of 

H 2 Dowlut 
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Dowlut Rao Scindiah and of the Rajah of Berar ; and with the destruction of 
opemi^on their resources and power in the Dekan, and in the provinces of Guzerat on the 
frontier of^ * wcstcm, and of Orissa on the eastern side of India. It will now be proper to 
Oude, under the revert to the transactions which have occurred on the north-west frontier of 
tion and com. Oude, and to exhibit the result of the operations, which were entrusted to the 
'”Hicncy''Gene- pcfsonal direction and command of his Excellency General Lake, 
rai Lake. Similar reasons to those which induced the Governor General to grant full 
powers to Major General Wellesley, and eventually to Lieutenant General 
Stuart, required that a temporary authority should also be constitvitcd in the 
vicinity of the north-west frontier of Oude, with full authority to conclude 
upon the spot whatever arrangements might become necessary for the purpose 
of accomplishing the plan of operations proposed by the Governor General to 
be carried into execution against Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s forces in that quarter 
of Hindustan. This power could not be exercised with propriety and advan- 
tage to the public service by any other person than the Commander in Chief ; 
and the Governor General determined therefore to vest this important and 
difficult trust in the hands of General L-ake. Accordingly the Governor Ge- 
neral, on the 27th of July 1803, empowered the Commander in Chief to 
exercise the general direction and control of all political negotiations connected 
with the operations of his army ; and in a proclamation under date the 30th 
July 180.3, was further pleased to order and command all civil servants and 
military officers, subject to the authority of the presidency of Fort William, 
“ to pay an immediate and prompt obedience to all such requisitions or orders 
“ as they might receive from the Commander in Chief,” declaring at the same 
time, “ that such requisitions or orders would be considered as full and suffi- 
“ cient vouchers for any advance or disbursement of money, which such requi- 
“ sitions or orders should authorize.” 

Anput?.— With a view to occupy a position favourable to the early commencement 
of military operations, in the event of hostilities with Scindiah, the Com- 
cawnpore. mandcr in Chief, General Lake, marched from Cawnpore on the 7th of 

Augu*t2». August, and reached the vicinity of Coel on the 28th of the same month. 

On the 20th of August, the Commander in Chief received a letter from 
Colonel Collins, dated camp near Julgong on the 1st of August, in which 
that officer states his intention to repair to Aurungabad without delay, and 
adds, that he should have marched from Julgong on the morning of the 3 1st 
of July, had not the roads been rendered impassable by a very heavy and 
incessant fall of rain since the night of the 30th of July. The Commander 
in Chief also received on the 26th of August, a dispatch from the Governor 
General, dated on the lOth of August, authorizing him to prosecute the most 
active operations against the forces of Scindiah, Monsieur Perron, and their 
all ics, unless the Commander in Chief should have received certain intelligence 
of the conclusion of pacific engagements between Major General Wellesley 
and Scindiah, or should have received from Major General Wellesley a direct 
expression of his desire that General Lake should not prosecute hostilities. 


On 
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On the receipt of Colonel Collins’s letter of the 1st of August, General , 

Lake was of opinion, that the refusal of the confederated chieftains to comply 
with General Wellesley’s requisition, amounted to a positive declaration of 
war, and conceived himself under these circumstances to be authorized (by 
the tenor of the Governor General’s instructions, prior to the dispatch of the 
i6th of August), to commence hostilities without waiting for further advices 
from the Dekan. The justice of prosecuting immediate hostilities against 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar was unquestionable, and the letters of the 
Governor General to those chieftains, together with the declarations of Colonel 
Collins, had distinctly apprized Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar of the pro- 
bable consequences of their further evasions of the just and reasonable propo- 
sitions of the British Government, “ that they should separate their armies, and 
“ relinquish their menacing position on the frontier of the Nizam's territories." 

Under these circumstances, the Commander in Chief, by the direct order 
of the Governor General above stated, on the 20th of August 1803, moved AugiKt ya— 
into the Marhatta territories, with the intention of attacking Monsieur Per- ma-rJi'i'etw 
ron’s force, which had been assembled at a short distance from the fortress of 
Ally Ghur. The army reached this point about seven o’clock in the morning Affair at coci. 
of the 20th. The cnerny immediately struck their tents, and the whole of 
their cavalry drew up on the plain close to the Fort of Ally Ghur. 

Monsieur Perron’s position was strong, and favourable for repelling the ei'n, 
attack of the British army. His front was completely covered by an exten- Appcndil.'“^ 
sive swamp, which in some parts is not fordable ; the right flank was protected 
by the fort of Ally Ghur, and his left derived considerable strength from the 
nature of the ground on that side, and from the position of some villages, 
which were occupied by parties of his troops. Monsieur Perron’s force was 
estimated to amount to about fifteen thousand horse, of which from four to 
five thousand were regular cavalry. 

The Commander in Chief having determined to turn the left flank of Mon- 
sieur Perron’s force, the British cavalry were formed into two lines, and ad- 
vanced to the attack supported by the infantry in three and four lines, accord- 
ing as the confined nature of the ground would permit. During the advance 
of the cavalry, the enemy kept up a smart fire of matchlocks from a village 
which the cavalry had to pass, and a large column of the enemy’s cavalry, 
headed by a regular corps of horse, approached sufficiently near to enable the 
British cavalry to fire a few rounds from their galloper guns, which succeeded 
in forcing the enemy to retire. The excellent front displayed by the British 
cavalry, and the regular and determined advance of the whole army, so com- 
pletely overawed Monsieur Perron and his troops, that they retired as fast as 
the British troops advanced, and finally quitted the field without venturing to 
risk an engagement. 

Several attempts w’erc made to charge the enemy’s cavalry, but the rapidity 
of their retreat prevented- the possibility of effecting this desirable object. The 

Commander 
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September 4. 
Tlie fort of Al' 
ly Ghur taken 
by storm. 

Vitle Appen- 
dix D. 


Commander !n Chief was with the British cavalry the whole day, and charged 
in person at the head of the 27th dragoons. 

Although the early retreat of Monsieur Perron’s force prevented the Com- 
mander in Chief from bringing him to a general engagement, the operations 
of the 29th August were attended with beneficial consequences in establishing 
the superiority of our arms over the power of the enemy : Monsieur Perron’s 
reputation received a powerful shock from the events of that da)% and the 
defection of several of his confederates demonstrated at once their doubt of 
his power, and their conviction of our superiority. 

After the action, the Commander in Chief took possession of the town of 
Cocl, and the army encamped to the northward of it, between the town and 
the fort of Ally Ghur. 

This fort is of singular strength ; it has a broad* and deep ditch, and a fine 
glacis, and the country for a mile round is levelled, and ciMTipletcly exposed 
in every point t^ the fire of the fort. There is only one entrance, which is 
very intricate, and over a narrow causeway, under which the enemy had com- 
menced a mine ; but had omitted to construct a drawbridge, and thus our 
troops w'erc enabled to pass the ditch on the causeway, and immediately to 
as.sail the body of the place. 

A soon as the army had taken up its ground near Coel, General Lake sum- 
moned Monsieur Pedron, the commander of Ally Ghur, to surrender the fort; 
but after several unsuccessful efforts to save the effusion of blood, and to per- 
suade the garrison to evacuate the place. General Lake found himself com- 
pelled to adopt more decisive measures, and determined to attempt to carry 
the fort by assault, rather than by the slower operations of a regular siege. 

In conformity to this resolution, the fort was stormed on the morning of 
the -fth of September. The Hon. Lieutenant Colonel Monson commanded 
the storming party, consisting of a detachment of artillery with two twclvc- 
pouuders, four companies of his Majesty’s 7dth regiment, the 1st battalion 
- 1 th regiment native infantry, four companies of the 2 d battalion J / th re- 
giment, reinforced afterwards by the 2d battalion Ith regiment native infantry. 

Lieutenant Colonel Monson conducted the attack with the utmost degree 
qf gallantry, judgment, skill, and fortitude. The troops moved down to 
within six hundred yards of the sortie of the fort about three o’clock A. M. 
There was only one passage across the ditch into the fort, and this road was 
followed by Lieutenant Colonel Monson. 

After waiting until, the hour fixed for the assault (Iialf past four o’clock), 
the storming party moved on (under cover of a heavy fire from the British 
batteries erected for the purpose), and arrived within one hundred yards of the 
fort before they were perceived ; as soon, however, as Colonel Monson saw 


* From one hundred to two hundred feet in breadth, and thirty-two feet in depth, of which 
there arc always ten feet of water. 

that 




NVl . Kj’hfjir/i Gateway farcfiii Oy a j? rounder hk. Ttw Untf'ance or Sortie to t/ie j K. which wad 
ra/i'cd by ? or 3 Gund^ .and flanJce^i by the iBa/lwns Qf.Qr.Qt. parti£u/arty the lower one of the Jtenny 
opposite to it which kept up a rnost destructu'c^fire of prape shot — durinp some time the Troops 
H ere otfliped toJfcdt undl the Gate could he forced . tc here we lost most of our Officers 

J 7>a verse newly thrown^ up with 3 pu/ts a Mine was commenced hdow her the dey before 

C. J intermediate Gate ea*fi^ forced J) 7 f intermediate Gate cos i/y forced . 

The second Gate which cou/d not he forced hy the jy To under, but Major Macteod pushed 

thrauph the wicket into the Fort with the Grenadiers jG Jt ascended the Fampartp^ 
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that he was discovered, he endeavoured, by pushing on with the two flank 
companies of the 76th, to enter the fort, along with the guard stationed out- 
side of the gates, behind a strong breastwork which covered the entrance. 
The Colonel succeeded in passing the breastwork, but found the first gate shut. 
Two ladders were immediately applied, on which Major Macleod, of the 7f'th 
regiment, with two grenadiers, attempted to mount ; but they were lorced to 
desist by a most formidable row of pikemen, who menaced every assailant 
with certain destruction. A twelve-pounder was then brought up, but some 
time elapsed before it could be placed opposite the gate, which was situated in 
an inconvenient direction, near the flank of a bastion. Four or five rounds 
were fired before any cflcct was produced on the gate, and during this interval, 
which lasted about twenty minutes, the storming party was exposed to a most 
severe and raking fire of grape, and wall pieces and matchlocks. Our prin- 
cipal loss was sustained at this place. Colonel Monson was wounded here by a 
pike, discharged, it is thought from a gun ; at this spot were also killed the 
four grenadier officers and the adjutant of the / Oth regiment, with Lieutenant 
Turton of the -Ith regiment native infantry. 

As soon as the first gate was blown open, the troops advanced in a circular 
direction (round a strong bastion of masonry, along a narrow road, and through 
two gateways, which were easily forced) to a fourth gateway, leading into the 
body of the place ; during which time, they were much annoyed by a heavy 
cross fire in every direction. It was a work of great difficulty before the 
twelve-pounder could be brought up, and when it arrived the gate was too 
strongly fastened to be forced. Major Maclcod, however, pushed through the 
wicket, and entered the fort, after which very little opposition ensued, and 
the fort was completely carried. The general defence of this fort was very 
vigorous, and lasted for one hour ; and our loss was extremely severe. The 
French commandant, Mr. Fedron, was taken prisoner. As soon as the British 
troops had entered the body ol the place, the garrison endeavoured to escape 
in every direction, many jumped into the ditch, others were drowned ; about 
two thousand were killed, .some surrendered, and were permitted to quit the 
fort by the Commander in Chief, who w-as close to the fort, observing the 
result of his bold and well-planned attack. 

A large quantity of stores and ordnance was found In the fort, with .some 
tumbrils of money, which the storming party divided on the spot. 

The fall of the fort of Ally Ghur was attended with the acquisition of most 
of the military stores belonging to the French party. This was the place of 
residence of Monsieur Perron, and it w'as the grand clep.ot of his military stores. 

The necessary arrangements for the security of the fort of Ally (jlliur, and 
for the march of the army, having been completed on the 7th of September, 
the Comntander in Chief moved on that day towards Delhi. A battalion of 
sepoys was lelt in .Ally Ghur, and a drawbridge applied to the gateway ; the 
place may now' he considered as impregnable to any native power. 

On the / ill ol September the Commander in Chief received a letter, under 

date 
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$ept(“Tnbcr 7. — 
M. Perron soli- 
cits the protec- 
tion of the Bri- 
tish Govern- 
ment. 


September 8. 
Fort of Koor- 
jah abandoned 
by the enemy. 


vSeptember -1. 


September 7. 
Fort of Firozc 
Jihad abandon- 
ed l)y the cnc- 


date the 5th of September, from Monsieur Perron, informing the Commander 
in Chief, that he had resigned the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and re- 
questing permission to pass with his family, property, and the officers of his 
suite to Lucknow, through the territory of the honourable Company and 
of the Nawaub Vizier. Monsieur Perron also applied to the Commander in 
'Chief for a sufficient escort to be composed cither of British troops, or of his 
own body guard. General Lake immediately complied with Monsieur Perron’s 
request, and permitted Monsieur Perron to proceed through the British territories, 
attended by a British officer who had been "appointed to meet Monsieur Perron 
on the frontier, and to conduct him to Lucknow. General I>ake also per- 
mitted Monsieur Perron to be escorted by bis own body guard, and provided 
for the reception of Monsieur Perron in the Company’s territories, and those of 
the Nawaub Vizier, with every mark of respect and honour. 

On the 8th of September, the army reached Koorjah, a fort of some 
strength, about thirty miles distant from Ally Ghur, which had been evacuated 
by the garrison on receiving the intelligence of the fall of that fortress. It is 
also probable that the capture of Ally Ghur was one of the cau.scs of Mons. Per- 
ron’s determination to solicit the protection of the British Government. Mons. 
Perron, however, stated that his reason for retiring proceeded from his having 
received intelligence that his successor had been appointed, and was actually 
on his way to take possession of his new charge. Mons. Perron also observed, 
that the treachery and ingratitude of his European officers convinced him, 
that further resistance to the British arms was useless. 

About this period, the Commander in Chief received intelligence of the 
surrender to the enemy of a detachment of five companies of sepoys with one 
gun, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Coningham at Shekoabad. 
This small body of troops was attacked on the 2d of September by a numerous 
detachment of cavalry, under the command of a Frenchman, named Flcury, 
and succeeded in compelling the enemy to retreat ; but being again attacked 
on the 4th of September by the same superior force, and having nearly ex- 
pended its ammunition, the party of British troops c^ipitulated to the enemy. 
On receipt of this intelligence, the Commander in Chief immediately detached 
one regiment of European and two regiments of native cavalry, under Colonel 
Macan, to join Colonel Vandeleur, who was in the neighbourhood of Futty 
Ghur, with the 8th regiment of light dragoons, and a detachment of infantry 
with a convoy for the army. The 2d brigade of infantry under Colonel Clarke 
was also ordered to reinforce Colonel Vandeleur’s detachment ; but before these 
two parties could arrive at the place of their destination, the enemy recrossed 
the Jumna with great precipitation, and afterwards dispersed. Colonel Ma- 
cao’s detachment reached the fort of Firozeabad on the 7th of September, 
■which the. enemy immediately abandoned, leaving behind them nine guns, 
and several of the enemy’s troops, who had been wounded in the late affair of 
Shekoabad. This is the only predatory incursion which the enemy has attempted 
upon the Company's frontiers. 


The 
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The army under General Lake reached Secundra on the 0th of September. . , 

On the morning of the loth, the Commander in Chief made a short march 
to the west of Secundra, and on the 1 Ith, a march of eighteen miles beyond 
Soorajepoor. During the march, intelligence was received that Momsieur 
Louis Bourquien had crossed the Jumna in the night, with sixteen battalions 
of regular infantry, six thousand cavalry, and a ccmsidcrablc train of ordnance, 
for the purpose of attacking the Commander in Chief. 

The British army reached its ground of encampment near the Jehnah Tvul .vi-inniHr n 
lah (about six miles from Delhi) at eleven o'clock. The troops were niuclL’" '' 
fatigued with the length of the march and the heat of the weather, and the 
tents were scarcely pitched, when the enemy appeared in such I'orcc in front, 
as to oblige the grand guard and advanced picquets to turn out. The number 
of the enemy continuing to cncrease, the Commander in Chief proceeded in 
person to reconnoitre them with the whole of the cavalry (three regiments), 
and found the enemy drawn up on rising ground, in order of battle, and in 
full force. Their position was strong, each flank being covered by a swamp, 
beyond which was posted the cavalry. Their numerous artillery covered their 
front, which was further protected by a line of intrcnchments ; their front was 
the only direction in which the enemy could be attacked. As the British 
cavalry approached, the enemy began a very heavy cannonade. 

As soon as the Commander in Chief had reconnoitred the enemy’s position, 
orders were sent to camp for the infantry and artillery to join the cavalry. 

The line was ordered to fall in without delay, and move to the front by co- 
lumns of grand divisions from each battalion. The camp was left standing, 
the advanced picquets, cncreascd by a part of the 1 / th regiment native iniantiy, 
were brought in for its protection. The whole of the British troops who were 
engaged in this memorable action were bis Majesty’s "hth regiment, seven 
battalions of sepoys, the artillery, the I'/th dragoons, and two regiments of 
native cavalry, and amounted in number to about four thousand five hundred 
men. The number of the enemy amounted to about thirteen thousand in- 
fantry, and six thousand cavalry, in all nineteen thousand men. 

Notwithstanding the alacrity and expedition with which the British troops 
got under arms, one hour elapsed before the Infantry could join the cavalry, 

, which had advanced about two miles in front, and was exposed to a severe and 
■well directed cannonade, which occasioned a considerable loss of men and 
horses. During this interval, the Commander in Chiefs horse was shot 
under him. 

Finding that it would be difficult to defeat the enemy in their actual po- 
•sition, General Lake determined to make a feint, by which the enemy should 
be Induced to quit their intrcnchments, and to advance on the plain. With 
this view the British cavalry was ordered to retire, bfith for the purpose of 
drawing the enemy from his strong position, and of covering the advance of 
the British infantry. This retrograde movement was performed with the 
greatest -order and steadiness, until the British infantry had effected their junc- 
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1803. tion with the cavalry, when the cavalry immediately opened hem the center, 
allowed the infantry to pass on in front. 

As soon as the cavalry began to retire, the enemy conceiving this movement 
to be a real retreat, immediately quitted their strong position, and advanced 
with the W'hole of their guns, shouting and exhibiting every demonstration of 
perfect confidence in superior prowess. They halted, however, on seeing the 
British infantry, W’ho were ’instantly formed into one line, with the cavalry in 
a second line, about forty yards in the rear of the right wing of the infantry ; 
the whole of the British force then advanced towards the enemy, the Com- 
mander in Chief in person leading his Majesty’s /Oth regiment. Notwith- 
standing a tremendous fire of round, grape, and chain shot, the troops, led by 
General Lake, advanced with the greatest bravery and steadiness, and without 
taking their musquets from their shoulders until they had reached w'ithin a 
hundred paces of the enemy, when the enemy commenced a heavy fire of 
grape from all their artillery. Orders were instantly given to charge the enemy 
with bayonets ; the whole British line fired a volley, and, with their illustrious 
Commander in Chief- at their head, rushed on with such impetuosity, that 
the enemy gave way and fled in every direction. As soon as the British troops 
halted after their charge, General Lake, with his accustomed judgnicnt, or- 
dered the line to break into columns of companies, which manoeuvre being 
cfl'cctcd, the British cavalry (European and native) charged through the inter- 
vals v\ith their galloper guns, and completed the victory, by pursuing the 
enemy to the banks of the Jumna, and driving vast numbers into the middle 
of the river. The galloper guns attached to the cavalry w'crc opened witlr 
considerable effect upon the fugitives in this situation. 

The Commander in Chief headed in person the 7flth regiment, which ex- 
hibited, under such a glorious examplci the most eminent proofs of valour 
and discipline. 

While these operations took pdacc to the right under the immediate direction 
of the Commander in Chief, the left wing, under Major General St. John, 
attacked the enemy with great vigour, and the success of the British arms 
was complete in every point. The enemy left the whole of their artillery, 
.sixty-eight piieces of ordnance, and thirty-seven tumbrils laden with ammu- 
nition, in our possc.'^sion ; twenty- four tumbrils laden with ammunition were 
blown np in the field of battle, exclusive of which, many tumbrils and 
ammunition carriages were left by the enemy in the .lumna, and in the 
.Ichnali Nullah. Two tumbrils, containing treasure, were also taken on the 
field of battle. 

V'{ enemy was very considerable, and has been estimated to have 

iLifiviiii, amounted to three thousand men. The exertions of the British army were 

tke brilliant result of this glorious victory, and the whole 
thi* oiciiMoii army, with the Commander in Chief, was under arms for seventeen hours. After 

urorontitnu u III . 

D. the action, the army took up fresh ground, nearer the river. 

The battle was fought within view of the minarets of Delhi, and the whole 

army 
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nrmy encamped the next day close to the Jumna river, opposite to that city. 

The unfortunate Emperor, Shall Aulum, sent to General 1/ake immediately 
after the action, to express his anxious desire to place his person and autho- 
rity under the protection of the victorious arms of the British CJovernment. 

On the ]-4th of September the army began to cross the Jumna, and on 
same day Monsieur Bourquicn, who commanded the forces of the enemy in is muiuion rui 
the late action of the llth of September, together with four other hhench 
officers, surrendered themselves as prisoners to General Lake. [Ins.'lni 'i.'f'* 

His Excellency the Commander in Chief had me honour to pay his first visit >•‘"^’■'1 ^ 
to his Majesty Shah Aulum on the lOth of September, and to congratulate d'" 
his M;yesty on his emancipation from the controul of the French hiction 
which had so long oppressed and degraded him. Tm 

From the Commander in Chief’s dispatches, and such accounts ns have per..- si, .a. 
been received from private sources of intelligence, it appears, that his Majesty 
was graciously pleased to direct his eldest son and heir apparent, tlic Prince 
Mirza Akbar Shah, to conduct the Commander in Chief to his royal presence. 

The Prince was to have arrived at the Commander in Chief’s tent at twelve 
o’clock, but did not reach the British camp until half past three o’clock P. M. 

By the time his Royal Highness had been received, remounted on his elephant, 
and the whole cavalcade formed, it was half past four o’clock. Tlie distance 
being five miles, the Commander in Chief did not reach the palace of Delhi 
until sunset. The crowd in the city was extraordinary, and it was w ith some 
difficulty that the cavalcade could make its way to the palace. J'lie courts of 
the palace were full of people, anxious to witness the deliverance of their Sove- 
reign from a state of degradation and bondage. At length the Commander in 
Chief was ushered into the royal presence, and found the unfortunate and 
venerable Emperor, oppressed by the accumulated calamities of old age, 
degraded authority, extreme poverty, and loss of sight, seated under a small 
tattered canopy, the remnant of his royal state, with every external appearance 
of the misery of his condition. 

It is impossible to describe the impression which General Lake’s conduct on 
this interesting occasion has made on the minds of the inhabitants of Delhi, 
and of all the Mussulmans, who have had an opportunity of being made 
acquainted with the occurrences of the lOth of September, 1S0.3. In the 
metaphorical language of Asia, the native news- writers, who describe this 
extraordinary scene, have declared that his Majesty Shah Aulum recovered liis 
.sight from excess of joy. In addition to many other marks of royal favour 
and condescension, the Emperor w'as graciously pleased to confer on General 
Lake the second title in the empire.* 

The result of the spirited and judicious operations at Cocl on the 2C)th of 
August, of the gallant assault of Ally Ghur on the 4tii, and of the glorious 

* The Persian titles eonferreJ on General liakc, are, Sumsam u Dowlah Ashghahu.1 Mulh,Khart 
Dmuran Khan, Genera! Gerard Lake Bahadur, Butteh Jung , signifying in Englis.h, “ The sword cj 
iffe state} tht here of the land, the lord of age, amt the lictorions in warB 
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battle of Delhi on the 1 Uh of September, deeply affected the French influence 
and authority, and secured to the British power, the possession of the Doab of 
the Ganges and Jumna. 

The French officers, deprived of authority, and finding themselves the ob- 
jects of just Indignation to the country which they had governed, were com- 
pelled to solicit the protectionof the British Government, while the conquered 
country (rejoicing in the change of masters, and deeply impressed w'ith a just 
.sense of the humane conduct and orderly behaviour of the British troops, of 
the protection offered by General Lake to the persons and property of the 
inhabitants, and of the mild treatment which the British Government cxtciids 
to all its subjects) regarded the British troops as friends and deliverers. 

These important victories rescued the unfortunate Emperor Shah Auluna 
from the pow cr of his oppressors. By the success of our arms, interesting pur- 
poses of humanity were accomplished ; and so far as this object is regarded in a 
political point of view, his Majesty Shah Aulum, being placed under the 
protection of the British Government, no other power can now avail itself of 
the weight of and influence which the Emperor’s name must ever possess 
amongst the Mussulman inhabitants of Hindostan. 

The attention of the Governor General is now directed to the formation of 
a permanent arrangement for tlie future maintenance of the dignity and com- 
fort of his Imperial Majesty, and of the royal family, on principles calculated to 
provide for those desirable objects with the utmost benefit to the reputation of 
British justice and liberality, and to secure the important advantages to be de- 
rived from the connection, which will now be renewed upon permanent prin- 
ciples between the royal house of Timur, and the British power in India. The 
Governor General has also given directions to provide for the nobility and the 
great officers of state at Delhi (whose fortunes have been destroyed by the 
successful usurpation of Scindiah,and of the French adventurers,) on principles 
similar to those which, in the year 1700> after the fall of the fortress of Sc- 
ringapatam, induced the Governor General to make a liberal and permanent 
provision for the principal officers and nobility of Tippoo Sultaun. 

Having made the necessary arrangements for his march from Delhi, the 
Commander in Chief moved from that city towards Agra on the 1’ ith of Sep- 
tember ; Lieutenant Colonel Ochtcrlony, Deputy Adjutant General of the 
Honourable Company’s army, was stationed at Delhi, to attend the person and 
receive the commands of the Emperor Shah Aulum. A garrison was also left 
at Delhi, consisting of one battalion and four companies of native infiintry, 
together with a corps of Me wattles, then raising under the command of British 
officers, who had been in the service of Scindiah, and who, on the commence- 
ment of hostilities with that chieftain, quitted his service, and joined the army 
under General 1 /ake. 
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;tOth of September, Monsieur Dudernaiguc and two other officers in 
; service, who had been detached with some regular battalions by 
in the month of July, from the Dekan, for the purpose of reinforcing 

Monsieur 
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Monsieur Perron’s army in - HineJostan, surrendered themselves prisoners to 
Colonel Vandeleur, who, with the detachment* under his command, hud occu- gV’ii.'lf,.’ , 
pied the city of Muttra on the ritjht bank of the Jumna, in whicli was csta- vin sum n.i< . 
bushed one ot Monsieur Perron s principal toundencs ot cannon. 

During these transactions, the detachment of British troops assomldcd luider 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Powell of the Bengal establishment, near 
Allahabad, for the purpose of co-opcraling with a force under , the command of 
Himmut Bahadur, (one of his Highness the Pcishwah’s principal ofHcetsdii 
Bppdelcuud), in the occujiation of that province, crossed the Jumna oir the 
0th 9^ September l8o:i, and entered the province of Buiidclcund: on the Lfitli 
of September, Lieutenant Colonel Powell was joined by Bajaii Himmut Ba- 
hadur, with his forces j* amounting to about 13 or t -l,ooo men. 

T, he. united detachments arrived on tlic bank of the river Cane, J on the 23d 
of September, and found the troops of Shumshcre Bahadur § encanipcd on the 
opposite bank of the river in considerable strength. , , 

Having reduced several forts in the vicinity of lii.s camp, and having estab- 
lished the British authority in the territory lying between the Jumna and the 
Cane, Lieutenant Colonel Powell, accompanied by Himmut Bahadur, crossed 
the latter river on the loth of October, and on the 12th of the same month o<.,oi,rr i?.- 
engaced Shumshcre Bahadur, 11 in which action tliat chieftain was compelled aa 

rJ O • , , A ' 1 • 1 • 1 I ‘ 1 liacliinlrliati'.l. 

to retreat with loss. Accounts have since been received, tliat ShumsJicre 
Bahadur has crossed the river Bctwah,*[[ and was retiring from the province of 
Bundelcund. 

The army under General Lake arrived at Muttra on the 2nd of October ; firK.hcr i— 
having formed a junction with Colonel Vandeleur's detachment, the Com- liXMli/Mui- 
mandcr in Chief moved on to the fortre.s.s of Agra, vs hich place the army reached 
at about two P. M. on the 4 th of October. A summons was immediately sent 
to the garrison, but no answer w as returned to General Lake. It appears that 
all the European officers in the fort had been placed in confinement, and that 
considerable confusion prevailed within the Ibrt. 

His M.ijesty’s 8tli and 29th dragoons ; the 1st and 4th native cavalry, three battalions and five 
companit.s of native infantry. 

f About 4000 hor.se, 8000 irregular infantry, three regular battalions under the command of an 
European oiiiccr, and twenty-five pieces of ordnance of diflerent calibres. 

% This river joins the Jumna, a little below the town of Corah, and runs nearly in a north and 
south direction by the fort of Ballinger, tlirongh the province of Bundelcund. 

§ Shumshcre Bahadur is the son of Aly Bahadur, which Aly Bahadur was the son of the first 
Bhumshere Bahadur, the natural son of Bajec Rao, the first Peishwah. Aly Bahadur conquered a 
great part of the province of Bundelcund from the Bundela Rajah, in tlie name of the Peishwah, 

Although he was in fact one of the Peishwah’s officers, he availed himself of the weakness of the 
state of Poonah, and of his distance from that government, to render himself nearly indeperulant of 
the Peishwali’s authority. 

11 Thi.3 action is detailed in Lieutenant Colonel Powell’s official dispatch to the Adjutant General, 
dalcd Camp at Capsah, nth October, a printed copy of which Is annexed to these Notes. 

% The river Betwah joins the Jumna a little below Calpy, and running in a sonth-west direction 
touches the western extremity of the province of Bundelcund, near the town, in about 25 north 
latitude, and 78 cast longitude. 
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of any confusion which might be occasioned by his attack to seize the enemy’s 
guns and baggage. With this view the Commander in Chief, with the whole 
of the cavalry, marched at twelve o’clock on the night of the 31st of October, 
and having performed a march of twenty-five miles in little more than six 
hours, came up with the enemy about seven o’clock on the morning of the 1st 
of November. The enemy’s force amounted to seventeen regular battalions 
of infantry, (about yooo men,) seventy-two guns, and from 4 to 5000 cavalry. 
Previously to the march of the British cavalry, orders were given for the infantry 
to follow at three o’clock in the morning. 

When the Commander in Chief, at the head of the cavalry, reached the 
enemy, they appeared to be on their retreat, and in such confusion, that the 
Commander in Chief was induced to try the effect of an attack w'ith the cavalry 
alond, without waiting the arrival of the infantry. By cutting the embank- 
ment of a large reservoir of water, the enemyhad rendered the road difficult to 
pass, and had availed themselves of this circumstance (which caused a consi- 
derable delay in the advance of the cavalry,) to occupy an advantageous posi- 
tion, having their right in front of the village of Laswarce and thrown back 
upon a rivulet (the banks of which were very high and difficult of access), their 
left upon the village of Mohaulpoor, and their whole front concealed by high 
grass, and protected by a powerful line of artillery. A cloud of dust, which 
had been raised by the movements of the cavalry, completely obscured the 
enemy, and prevented the Commander in Chief from discovering this change 
in tlieir position ; General Lake therefore proceeded in the execution of his 
original plan, (by which he hoped to prevent the retreat of the enemy and to 
secure their guns,) and directed the advanced guard and the 1st brigade of 
cavalry to move upon the point w'hcre the enemy had been observed in motion, 
but which proved to be the left of their new position. Tne remainder of the 
cavalry was ordered to attack in succession as soon as they could I’orm, after- 
passing the rivulet. 

The charge of the advanced guard under Major Griffiths, of his Majesty’s 
2yth dragoons /’aid-dc-canip to the Governor Genera!,) and of the 1st brigade, 
led by Colonel Vandcleur, of his Majesty’s 8th dragoons, was made w'ith much 
gallantry. The enemy’s line was forced, and the cavalry penetrated into the 
village, and took possession ol several ot the enemy’s guns. The attacks of the 
brigades of cavalry, and particularly of the 3d brigade under Colonel Macan, 
were conducted with the same spirit and with equal success. The fire, how'- 
cver, from other guns which the enemy still maintained, was so galling and 
destructive, that it was found necessary to withdraw the cavalry out of reach of 
the enemy’s fire. The British cavalry retired in perfect order, retaining pos- 
session of a part of the enemy’s artillery. Several guns however, which had 
been captured by the British cavalry, were abandoned from a want of draft 
bullocks. 

Colonel Vandcleur, who had manifested the greatest skill, judgment, and 
gallantry, was killed in this charge. During his command of the detachment 

which 
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which had been formed in the month of September 1803, for the protection of 
the Doab of the Ganges and Jumna, this brave and accomplished officer dis- 
played considerable zeal and ability, and by his judicious movements compelled 
the enemy to make a precipitate retreat from the British territories. His death 
was universally deplored, and may justly be deemed a public loss. 
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of any confusion which might be occasioned by his attack to seize the enemy’s 
guns and baggage. With this view the Commander in Chief, with the whole 
of the cavalry, marched at twelve o’clock on the night of the 31st of October, 
and having performed a march of twenty-five miles in little more than six 
hours, came up with the enemy about seven o’clock on the morning of the 1st 
of November. The enemy’s force amounted to seventeen regular battalions 
of infantry, (about yooo men,) seventy-two guns, and from -a 
Previously to the march. of- i' 
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which had been formed in the month of September 1808, for the protection of 
the Doab of the Ganges and Jumna, this brave and accomplished officer dis- 
played considerable -zeal and ability, and by his judicious movements compelled 
the enemy to make a precipitate retreat from the British territories. His death 
was universally deplored, and may justly be deemed a public loss. 

The British infantry having marched at three o’clock in the morning, arriv ed 
upon the banks of the rivulet about twelve o’clock at noon. After so long a 
march (twenty-five miles,) it was absolutely necessary to allow some time for 
the men to refresh themselves, during which the enemy sent a message to the 
Commander in Chief, offering on certain conditions to surrender their guns. 
Anxious to prevent the further effusion of blood, the Commander in Chief 
directed a letter to be written, acquiescing in their proposals, and allowing the 
enemy one hour to fulfil the conditions of surrender proposed by themselves. 

In the mean while the necessary arrangements were adopted for a general 
attack on the enemy, as soon as the prescribed time should elapse. The British 
infantry was formed into two columns on the left ; the finst composed of the 
right wing, under Major General Ware, was destined to assault the village of 
Mohaulpoor, and to turn the enemy’s right flank, which since the morning 
had been thrown back, leaving a considerable space betweea '. and the rivulet. 
The enemy had formed their infantry into two lines, with their right thrown 
back, the first line to the eastward and covering the village of Mohaulpoor, 
and the second to the westward of that village. Their cavalry was to the right 
of their position. The second column of British infantry compo.sed of the left 
wing, under Major General St. John, was ordered to support the first column 
The third brigade of cavalry under Colonel Macan was directed to support the 
infantry ; Lieutenant Colonel J. Vandeleur, wuth the second brigade of cavalry, 
was detached to the right of the British army to watch the enemy’s left; to 
avail himself of any confusion of the enemy’s line, and to attack them upon 
their retreat. The first brigade of cavalry under Lieutenant Colonel Gordon, 
(who succeeded to the command on the death of Colonel Vandeleur,) composed 
the reserve, and was formed between the 2d and 3d brigades. As many of the 
field pieces of the British army as could be brought up, together with the 
galloper guns attached to the cavalry, formed four different batteries to support 
the attack of the infantry. 

At the expiration of the time which General Lake had allowed the enemy 
to determine on a surrender of their guns, no reply having been received from 
the enemy, the British infantry advanced to the attack, moving along the bank 
of the rivulet through high grass, and broken ground, which afforded cover. 
As soon as the British infantry became cxpo.«ed to the enemy’s guns, the four 
British batteries commenced their fire, and continued to advance, notwithstand- 
ing the superiority of the enemy’s artillery, both in number and weight of 
metal. The cannonade on both sides was extremely severe, and maintained 
with great spirit and vigour. The enemy’s artillery was exceedingly well 
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served, ami they threw grape from large mortars, as well as from guns of a very 
heavy calibre. 

When the 76th regiment, which headed the attack, had arrived within one 
hundred and fifty paces of the enemy, they were so much exposed to the 
enemy’s fire, and were losing men so fast, that the Commander in Chief judged 
it preferable to proceed to the attack with that regiment, and as many of the 
native infantry (the 2d battalion of the 12th, and five companies of the lOtb) 
as had closed to the front, rather than to wait until the remainder of the column, 
which had been much impeded in its advance, should be able to form. 

As soon as this small body of brave men arrived within reach of the enemy’s 
cannister shot, a most tremendous fire opened from the enemy’s artillery. The 
loss sustained by the British troops was very severe, and the heavy cannonade 
from the enemy’s line was sufficient alone to prevent a regular advance ; at 
this moment, the enemy’s cavalry also attempted to charge, but was repulsed 
by the fire of this gallant body of British infantry ; the enemy’s cavalry, how- 
ever, rallied at a short distance, and assumed so menacing a posture, that the 
Commander in Chief ordered an attack from the British cavalry. Major 
Griffiths having at that instant been unfortunately killed by a cannon shot, 
this service was performed by his Majesty’s 29th dragoons under Captain Wade, 
with the greatest gallantry and success, and in a manner highly honourable to 
every officer and trooper in that regiment. The remainder of the first column 
of the British infantry arrived in time to join in the attack of the enemy’s 
reserve, which was formed in the rear of their first line with its left upon the 
village of Mohaulpoor, and its right thrown back. 

About this time, Major General Ware fell dead by a cannon shot. He was 
a gallant officer, and his loss was deeply lamented. On his death, the command 
of this column devolved upon Colonel Macdonald, who though wounded, 
continued to conduct himself in this important command, in a manner which 
was highly satisfactory to the Commander in Chief. 

The enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the last, and did not abandon 
their position until they had lost all their guns. Even then their left wing 
attempted to retreat in good order, but was frustrated by liis Majesty’s 2Qth 
regiment of dragoons, and the 0th regiment of native cavalry under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel John Vandclcur, of the 8th light dragoons, who 
broke in upon the enemy’s column, cut several to pieces, and drove the rest in 
prisoners, with the wdiole of the enemy’s baggage. 

The loss which the British troops sustained in the atchievement of this com- 
plete victory was severe. 

Two thousand of the enemy were taken prisoners, and there is every reason 
to believe that the remainder of the enemy was destroyed on the field of battle. 

The enemy left in the possession of the British troops the whole of their 
bazars, camp equipage, and baggage, with a considerable number of elephants, 

camels, 
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ct\me!s, and upwards of lOoo bullocks; scvcnty-two pieces of cannon of dif- 
ferent calibres, forty-four stands of colours, and sixty-four tumbrils completely 
laden with ammunition. 'Three tumlirils with money were also captured, 
together with littv-scvcn carts led^m wiMi matchlocks, musquets and stores, 
and some aititiccrs’ carts. Several tumbrils witli ammunition were blown up 
during tlic action, and 5000 stand of arms which had been thrown dow n by 
tlie enemy, w ere found on the field of battle. The w hole of the ordnance 
taken, with the exception of eight guns, was in excellent order, and perfectly 
serviceable, and all the appointments of the enemy’s corps were of the hrst 
ouality, 

i 

riie enemy displayed the most determined obstinacy, and called forth the 
utmost exertions of the steadiness and valour of the gallant /6th regiment, 
supported by the remainder of the infantry of the first column, and the repeated 
ch;irges of the cavalry. The resistance opposed by the enemy, was more de- 
termined than any opposition which the army under General Lake had expe- 
rienced since the commencement of the campaign. His Majesty’s 76t,h regi- 
ment, on this memorable day, maintained the high reputation vyhich it had 
acquired on many former occasions, but especially in every occurrence of this 
glorious campaign. 

The victory however must 1)C principally attributed to the admirable skill, 
judgment, heroic valour, and activity of the Commander in Chief, General Lake, 
whose magnanimous example, together with the recollection of his atchicvc- 
ments at Cod, Aly Ghur, Delhi, and Agra, inspired general confidence and 
emulation. In the morning (xcneral Lake led the charge of the cavalry ; and 
in the afternoon conducted in person, at the head of the 76th regiment, all the 
different attacks on the enemy’s line, and on their reserve, posted in and 
near the village of Mohaulpoor. On this day two horses were killed under 
the Commander in Chief. The shot showered around him in every direc- 
tion. In the midst of the danger and slaughter which surrounded him, he 
displayed not only the most resolute fortitude and ardent valour, but the 
utmost degree of professional ability and knowledge, availing himself, with 
admirable promptitude, of every advantage presented by the enemy, and frus- 
trating every effort of the enemy’s obstinacy and boldness. His masterly 
plans of attack, during the action, were carried into instantaneous execution 
by his unrivalled personal activity ; and he appeared, with matchless courage 
and alacrity, in front of every principal charge, which he had planned with 
eminent judgment and skill. 

The staff' of the army distinguished themselves greatly, and merit the 
highest commendation. Among these, one of the most distinguished was 
Major G. A. F. Lake, of his Majesty’s Q4th regiment, son to the Commander 
in Chief, who had attended his father in the capacity of aid-de-camp and 
military secretary throughout the whole campaign, and whose gallantry and 
activity in executing his father’s orders, had been conspicuous in every ser- 
vice of difficulty and danger. 
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This promising young officer constantly attended his father’s person, and 
possessed the highest place in the Commander in Chief’s confidence and 
c.st'’cm. In the heat of the action, the Commander in Chief’s horse, pierced 
by several shot, fell dead under him. Major Lake, who was on horseback 
close to his father, dismounted, and offered his horse to the Commander in 
Chief. The Commander in Chief refused ; but Major Lake’s earnest solici- 
tations prevailed. Tlie Commander in Chief mounted his son’s horse, and 
Major Lake mounted a horse from one of the troops of cavalry. In a moment 
a shot struck Major Lake, and wounded him severely, in the presence of his 
affectionate father. At this instant, the Commander in Chief found it neces- 
sary to lead the troops against the enemy, and to leave his wounded son upon 
the field; a more affecting scene never was presented to the imagination, nor 
has Providence ever exposed human fortitude to a more severe trial. General 
Lake, in this dreadful and distracting moment, pro.secuted his victory with 
unabated ardour. At the close of the battle, the Commander in Chief had 
the satisfaction to learn that his son’s wound, although extremely severe, was 
not likely to prove dangerous. A confident hope is now entertained, that this 
gallant and promising young officer will be preserved to enhance the joy of 
his father’s triumph, and to serve his King and Country with hereditary 
honour. 

This splendid victory completes the subversion of Scindiah’s hostile power 
and formidable resources in Hindostan, and of the French force which consti- 
tuted the main strength of his army in that quarter. 

The battle was terminated by four o’clock P. M. on the 1st November, 
when the victorious British army encamped with its left to the village of Las- 
waree, which is on the north bank of the rivulet, and its right to a village 
called Singrah. A battalion of infantry took charge of the prisoners, who 
were all assembled at the village of Sagepoorah, which is a very short distance 
to the eastward of the village of Mohaulpoor. Great part of the army had 
been under arms for sixteen hours, and had marched in the course of forty- 
eight hours a distance of more than sixty-five miles. The details of this im- 
portant victory, together with the returns of the killed and wounded, and of 
the ordnance captured, arc annexed to these Notes. 

In reviewing the rapid and brilliant events of the campaign against the 
confederate Marhatta chieftains, and their French forces, every loyal subject of 
the British empire must remark, with the most zealous emotions of just pride 
and national triumph, that in the course of an extensive and complicated 
system of military operations, the glorious .success of the British arms has 
been uniform in every part of India. The able and gallant officers and troops 
of his Majesty’s .service, and of the several establishments of the three presi- 
dencies, iiavc been actuated by equal sentiments of public spirit and honour, 
and have co operated with equal ardour and success, in an united effort to 
accomplish the objects of the allies. 

From the 8th of August, the day on which hostilities commenced, to the Jst 
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of November, the British army has conquered all the possessions of Scindiah 
in Guzerat, the city of Boorhanpoor in Candcish, the province of Cuttack in 
Orissa, the Marhatta dominions between the Jumna and the Ganges, the city 
of Delhi, and the right bank of the Jumna, the city of Agra, and the ad- 
joining territory ; has reduced by storm the fortified town of Ahmednuggur, 
the forts of Alyghnr, Baroach, and Cuttack; and by capitulation, after having 
opened batteries, the forts of Amednuggur, of Powanghur, and Champoncer, 
the fort of Asscerghur, denominated the key of the Dckan, and the fort of 
Agra, denominated the key of Hindostan ; and has defeated the enemy in 
three general engagements: at Delhi on the 11 th of September, at Assye on 
the 23d of September, and at Laswarec on the 1st November; having taken, 
according to the official returns, on the field of battle, in those engagements, 
and under the walls of Agra, two hundred and sixty-eight pieces of ordnance, 
five thousand stand of arms, two hundred and fifteen tumbrils, and fifty- one 
stand of colours, with a large quantity of stores, baggage, camp equipage, 
and ammunition. 

'1 he official returns of the artillery, stores, &c. taken from the enemy, have 
not yet been received from Ahmednuggur, Baroach, the fort of Dcllii, Firo- 
zebad, Champoncer, Powhanghur, Jalnahpoor, Cuttack, IWrhanpoor, and 
Asseerghur; but the amount of the returns actually received of ordnance 
taken in the several forts, exclusive of that taken on the field of battle, is 
four hundred and forty -Jive pieces of ordnance, of tumbrils, stores, &c. 

making the total number of ordnance, of which returns have been received, 
captured from the 8th of August to the 1st of November, seven hundred and 
thirteen. 

The progress and result of these successful operations, have restored his 
Highness the Pcishwah to his sovereign authority at Pooiiah, and cemented 
our alliance with that prince; have secured the succession of the legitimate 
heir of the sovereign prince of the Dekan, to the government of his deceased 
father, the late Nizam; have protected the British interests at Hyderabad 
from injury; have confirmed the stability of the tieatics, by which the French 
were expelled from the Dckan in l/US; and have delivered the aged, vener- 
able, and unfortunate Emperor of Hindostan, from misery and ignominy, 
from indigence and bondage, and from the hands of the French. 

Tlie achievements of General 1/ake, and Major General Wellesley, com- 
bined with the admirable and exemplary conduct of the offir ers and troops 
during this campaign, more particularly in the signal and splendid victories of 
Delhi, of Assye, and of Laswarec, must inspire a general sentiment of just 
confidence in the vigour of our military resources, and in the stability of our 
dominion and power. Our uniform success in frustrating every advantage of 
superior numoers, of powerful artillery, and even of obstinate resistance 
opposed by the enemy, constitutes a satisfact(;ry prord of the estabtished supe- 
riority of British discipline, skill and valour; and dcmonslrates, that the 
glorious progress of our arms is not the accidental result of a temporary or 

transient 
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.fransicnt advantage, l)ut the natural and certain effect of a permanent 
cause. 

A confident expectation may be entertained, that under the pressure of ac- 
cumulated defeat, \\lth aggravated loss of resources, power, reputation, mili- 
tary strength, and dominion, in every quarter of India, the confederate Mar- 
hatta chieftains, Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Bcrar, must speedily 
be compelled to accede to such terms of pacification, as .shall be calculated to 
deprive them of the means of disturbing our possessions, and of impairing the 
efficacy and stability of our alliances. 

Under such a general pacification, it is reasonable to expect, that with a 
considerable augmentation of the lustre and glory of the British arms in India, 
will be combined the accomplishment of a comprehensive system of alliance 
and political connection in Hindustan and the Dekan, calculated to promote 
the general tranquillity of India, to .secure, on the most permanent founda- 
tions, the interests and dominion of the British nation against the hostile 
attempts of any Indian or European power, and to destroy the last remnant 
of French influence in India. 
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i 

Noft's velalivc to the Hisicry and Consiitutio}i of the M^'rbafia Empire^ iind fo the prin- 
cipal Chieftains composing the Marbatta Cunfcdcracy. 


^T^HE Marhatta Empire was founded by Sevajee townrds tlic nuddK: of the seven- 
^ tecntli century. Sevajee was the great gra-iulsnn * ot •RvN\ri’vrM 
lihaugha Bhooslali, an iilcgitimatc son (by an ()l)scurc woman Princro! Oudipoo/ 
of a tribe called Bhooslalu) of Rana l^hccm, a Rana of the ^ ^ ' 

Rajpoot state of Oudipoor, who was descended from the I' ll Al’r i; A ]mio(' r 1 A H, 

Rajahs of Chittore, the most ancient of ihc llindot) Princes ; 

Bhaugha Bhooslah assumed the name of his motlier’s tribe, v , * 

which has since that period continued to be the family name jfk. 

of his descciidants, the Rajahs of Sattarali and of Berar. ^ ' 

Bhaugha Bhooslali being neglected and despised by his s. J.ii'k, 

fimily on account of his low^ origin on tlie female side, retired ' > — ^ 

in disgust from Oudipoor to the province of ("andeish in the sivaih ,i )uncior of 
Dekan, where he entered into the service of a Zemindar i inir.ir, iiorn m i.; «. 
named Rajah Ah Mohun, and became gu;;rdian to the Rajalds ^, 1 . " ^ ^ ’ ^ 

son until he had attained the age of manhood; Bhaugha 

Bhooslah subscfiucntly (juitted Candcish, and jnircliascti a tract of land near tlic city 
of Poonah, of which he became the Zemindar : in this situation he died, leaving 
issue Mauloo Jee, who entered into the service of a Marhatta C.hiei named JadJo ) 


Roy, under whom he acquired great rank and influence. 

Soon after this period Mauloo Jc-o’s son, Shah Jee, v^as married to jee J.iCfg ti'c 
only daughter of Jaddoo Roy, without the cfUisent of the latter: from this I'.ar- 
riage was born, in 1628, Sevajee, the founder of the Marln t a I’mpirc. A dispute 
ensued, In consequence of this marriage, between Jaddoo Roy and his son-in law; 
and Shall Jee, being compelled by Jaddoo Roy to ejuit Alimcdnuggur, (loianing a.t int . -.m 
that time the territory of Nizam Shah,) entered into the service of ll)ra]nin Adil ,i’, 1 ";;",.,, 
Sirah, King of Beejajioor, who gave him a Jaghecr in the (/arnatic, with the eciin- Oi ii ami;;- 
mand of 10, oo' horse. i.-.Jd 

In consequence of some dispute with Ills first w ife (die daugliter of Jaddoo Roy), p pas a i.iu - 
Shah Jee separated from her, and married Toka Baee, by wdiom he had one son, ,,1 . ! i j v 
Kkojee, afterwards King of danjorc. Shah Jee was killed in 1667 by a fall from 
his horse in hunting at Badnorc, where a splendid mausoleum was erected to Ins 
memory by his fricud Rundowla Khan, Minister to tlic King of Beejapoor, wiiose 
intercession, on a former occasion, saved Sliali Jee from being buried alive, wliich 
punishment he had been condemned to suffer by the King of Beejapoor. 

Shall Jee was succeeded by his son Sevajee, wdio disdaining the condition of a s r.-Ki n r.t- 
subjeef, revolted, and, availing himself of the convulsions which at that time dis. 
turbed the kingdom of Bejapoor, became independant. He died on the 5th of 
April 1680, leaving the inheritance of his domains to his son Sambajee. At the 
period of Sevajee’s death, his territory extended from near Surat, along the sea 
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coast, to the vicinity of the Portuguese districts of Goa, and as far inland as the 
range of hills w^hich terminate the Table Land, and form the eastern boundary of 
the Kokan. 

Sambajee, the second Rajah of Sattarah, being at Parnala when his father died, 
a faction endeavoured to secure the succession to Rajah Ram, a son of Sevajee by 
another wife. But Sambajee, supported by tlie greatest part of the troops, who 
had been the companions of his contests with the forces of the Emperor of Hindos- 
tan, established his sovereignty, and reigned until the end of June 1689, when he 
was barbarously murdered by order of the Emperor Aurungzebe. 

To Sambajee succeeded his son Sahojee, whose Minister (the Peishwah) Ballajee 
Llshwanaut, gained such an ascendancy over the mind of his master, as to per- 
suade Sahojee to delegate to him the exercise of all authority and power in the 
State ; all orders and every detail of Government issued immediately from the 
Peishwah, who received from the Rajah the title of Mookh* Perdhaun, or Chief 
Civil Minister. Tliis form of government has subsisted to the present period, and 
on the death of a Peishwah, his successor is invested by the Rajah of Sattarah with 
tlie ensigns of oflicc. During the latter part of Sahojee’s reign, Sahojee shut him- 
self up in Sattarah, and his person and government were almost forgotten. Saliojec 
married a person named d'ara Baec, but having no children by her, he adopted his 
brother Pursojec's great grandson, Moodajee Booslah, whose disposition, however, 
w^as considered to be so tyrannical, that Sahojee was compelled to dismiss liiin 5 and 
he therefore sent for Janojee, the elder brother of Moodajee, who was on his way 
to Sattarah, wlien Sahojee died in 1740, after a reign of fifty years. During this 
period, the Marhattas, after having overrun and plundered almost every part of 
Hindostari, excepting Bengal, extended their territories from the Western Sea to 
Orissa, and from Agra to the Carnatic, forming a tract of near one thousand miles 
long, by seven hundred wide, and including some of the richest and most fertile 
provinces of the peninsula of India. The capital of the Empire was established at 
Sattarah, a fortress situated about fifty miles south-east of Poonali, and near the 
1 8th degree of north latitude. The descendants of Sevajee have since been distin- 
guished by the title of the Rajahs of Sattarah. 

Sab ogee was succeed- 
ed by his cousin, Ram 

Rajah, the fourth Rajah j 

of Sattarah, and son of Sambajke, 2d Rajah 
Rajah Ram, who has al- 
ready been noticed, as a 1 

competitor for power 
with Sambajee, the son i’ara iuee, 
or Sevajee. Ram Rajah rajah. 
was also the adopted son 
^ of Sahmee’s widow Tara 
Baee. Ram Rajah being 
a very weak Prince, the 
Peishwah Bajee Rao, the 


SEVAJEE, the Founder of the Ararhatta Empire. 

V > 


2. PURSUjEE, 
Bukbhi under hi» 
brother Samojee, 
killed at Delhi. 

ViMRAJEE, killed In 
Oude diiiing Ids f.i- 
tlier’e life tin.e. 


3. Kanojei. 
Sambajee, and 
Kanojee. 


Rajah Ram Ht- 
temp»:ed tt^ supplant 
his hnlf brother? AM- 
BAji j;, bf.t vva^ de- 
feated; ^ied at Oin- 
g-ee ill the Carnatic. 

V ^ 


Raoojef Bo of la II, 
2 ft Rajah of Berut. 


Ram Rajah, 'Uh 
Rajah of Sattarah, 
died without it>$ue. 


* The word Pundit is a designation exclusively confined to Bramins, and was an adjunct to the 
family name ol the Peishwahs. The word Peishwah is Persian, and is synonimous with Mookh. 
The latter term alone is engraven on the Peishwah’s seal. 
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son of Ballajec Bishwahnaut, already mentioned, usurped the whole powen of Im 
master. At that time Ragojee Bhoosiah, tlie ancestor of the present Rajah of Berar, 
was the Bukslii, or Commander in Chief of the Forces, and as such held the province 
of Berar in Jaghecr. Wlten Bajce Rao usurped the autliority of the Rajah of Satta- 
rah,Ragojce Bhooslah proceeded to Berar, and there established an independant 
government. It appears, however, that he continued to acknowledge llic supremacy 
of the Rajah ot wSattarah, and the authority of the ollice of Pelsliwah, as tiic civil 
executive authority of the State. 

i'his violent partition of llic Empire by its principal Ministers encouraged llic 
usurpation ot others, so tliat in a few years the Slate, from an absolute monarchy 
(as established by Sevajee), became a mere confederacy of cliicfs, the principal of 
wiiom are the Pci:5hwah, the Rajah of Berar, and the Eunilics of Scindiah, Molkar, 
and the Guikwar. d'iiere arc some jagheerdars and Chieftains of inferior note, to 
the southward of Poonah, of whom an account will be exhibited at tlie conclusion 
of the Appendix. The family of Scindiah established themselves in Malwa and 
Candeish, and afterwards extended their conquests over a great part of tlie Rajpoot 
principalities, and of the northern parts of Hiiulostan. The largest pari of Guzerat 
M as seized by the Guikwar family, wdiile the Holkar family established themselves 
in those parts of the province of Malwa wdiicb did not belong to the families of the 
Peishw’ah and of Scindiah. 

Although the chieftains enumerated in the preceding paragraph arc independant 
of each other, they all acknowledge the ollice of Pcishwah to be the legitimate exe- 
cutive authority of the Marhatta Empire, and admit the supremacy of the Rajah of 
Sattarah. Since the ascension of Bajcc Rao (the first Pcishwah), however, the 
Rajah of Sattarah has never been a party to any public acts or alliances ; and foreign 
States, finding tlic Pcishwah in possession of the executive power aiul authority of 
the State, have, in all tlie transactions of the Marhatta state, treated him as the 
legitimate Head of the Empire. 

The descendants of Sevajee, liowever, are still treated w^ith attention and respect. 
No Pcishwah can enter upon the execution of his oflice wnthout receiving a di c.^s of 
honour from the Rajah of Sattarah. When the PeisIiM^ah takes the lieW in person, 
he must previously receive an audience of leave from the Rajah of Sattarah. d he 
country in the vicinity of Sattarah enjoys an exemption from military depredations 
of all kinds ; and m henever any chief enters this district, all the ensigns of power 
and command are laid aside, and the nagara, or great drum of the empire, ceases 
to beat. These marks of rcspcct alone distinguish the condition of the nominal 
Sovereign of the Marhatta Empire from that of a prisoner of state, d'he Rajali of 
Sattarah has long been confined in the fortress of that name upon a contracted 
allowance. 

By the constitution thus established, the exclusive right of concluding treaties 
and engagements with foreign powers in the name of the Marhatta Empire, must 
be considered to be inherent in the supreme executive authority of the State ; and 
the Pcishwah acting in the name, and under the ostensible sanction of the nominal 
Head of the Empire, has undoubtedly a right to conclude treaties whicli shall be 
obligatory upon the subordinate chieftains and feudatories, without their con- 
currence. But these chieftains have acquired poM^er by the weakness of the 
Peishwah’s Government, and are in fact become independant, although they con- 
tinue to acknowledge the Pelshwah as the executive Minister of State. 

They possess no acknowledged right however to conclude separate engagements 
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with foreign states, unless the tacit permission to make conquests • should be 
thought to confer that right; but even in this case it must also be inferred, that they 
have not the right to conclude engagements affecting the Peishwah’s supremacy. 
I'hcy are bound to pay allegiance to the Peishwah, and are, to every intent, officers 
and subjects of the Marhatta State, of which the Peishw^ah is the supreme executive 
authorit y. 

Under these circumstances, the least which can be inferred is, that the Peishwah 


lias a riglit to conclude engagements with a foreign state without consulting the 
feudatory chieftains, provided those engagements do not affect the separate rights 
and interests of those chieftains. If the constitution of the Marhatta Empire, as 
established by Bajee Rao, the first Peishwah, be referred to as the standard for 
deciding tlic question, the Pcishwah’s rights may be considered even more extensive, 
On the other hand, in proportion as the feudatory chieftains disclaim the supremacy 
of the Peishwah, they have less right to interfere in any degree in tlic Peishwah’s 
concerns; and the Peishwah must be considered as an independant state, at liberty 
to contract vdth a foreign power any engagements which he may deem beneficial to 
his own interests. In both cases, the feudatory chieftains can have no pretence to 
intericre in his arrangements, or to controul his intercourse with foreign -states. 

The situation of Bcrar however, with relation to the Peishwali, certainly differs 
from that of the other provinces comprehended in tlie Marhatta State. The 
province of Bcrar formed a part of tlie dominion of Sattarah under Ram Rajah. 
That province was then assigned to the Bukshi, or commander in diiei of the forces, 
for the pjymcnt of tiie army. At that period of time Ragojee Bhooslah, the first 
Rajah of Berah. lickl tiic office of bukshi; and it docs not appear that he ever chose 
to consider iiimsclf as totally independant of the state of Sattarah. 'Ehis was dictated 
partly by policy, and partly by a dread of tlic superior power 
KA(-oJT‘,K BHoo.sLAVf, of tlic Pcishwali, Ragojee had pretensions (^founded on his 
isi (.t i descent) to the state of Sattarah, after the death of Ram 

^ » Rajah, who had no issue. dT.e ])rescrvatirn of his nominal 

subordination to the state of Sattarah favoured the eventual 
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accomplishment of those pretensions, but the dread of the 
superior power of the Peishwah prevented their ultimate 


success. 


Under these circumstances, it cannot be supposed that the Rajah of Berar consi- 
dered himself to be subordinate to the Pcishw^ah, although it was his interest to act 
with him on important occasions as a member of that empire, of which the Peishwah 
was the executive civil authority. On occasions of meeting between them, the 
Rajah of Berar was treated, in consequence of his descent, as a superior in rank; 
and, in the capacity of the first constituent member of the empire, claimed the right 
of sending to the Peishwah a dress of honour on his accession to office. 

The same system has continued unt il the present period. I hc Rajah of Bcrar still 
maintains his pretensions to be Rajah of Sattarah, and, a JorfioiiAo the office of 
Peishwah on the same grounds as the first Rajah of Bcrar. Uii these grounds, the 
Rajali of Berar also founds his pretensions to be consulted in the conclusion of an 
alliance between the Peishv/ah and any foreign state. 

The justice of these pretensions liowever has never been admitted. The Rajah of 


♦ When t]K' province of M;ilwa was ;i.ss!<;tkh 1 lo Holkar and Scindialifor llie payment of tlieir troops, 
it was stipulated that of the conquests which titcy mitdu atchleve, one porlion should belong to tlie 
Peishwah, aud another portion to i iolkai and bciiidiah respectlvedy. 
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Berar must be considered either as the commander In chief of the forces of tKc 
empire, or as an independant power. 

As commander of the forces, Ragojee Bhooslali, the first Rajah, could not claim 
the right to be consulted by his sovereign, the Rajah of Sattarah, on the conclusion 
of foreign alliances: and the Rajah of Sattarah had the power undoubtedly to con- 
clude such alliances without the consent of the commander in chief of his forces. 

If the question be not tried by the original constitution of the IVJarhatta empire, 

(namely tliat constitution under whicli titc Rajah of Sntarali was the lic;ul of the 
empire, and Ragojee Bhooslah the commander in chief of the forces;, ii must be 
decided by tiic riglits of long acknowledged and actual power; and under that view 
of the case, tlie Peishwali’s indcpeiulance must be adniiited etjually with that of the 
Rajah of Berar. In either case, therefore, the right oi' tiie Pcish.wah to contract 
foreign alliances without the consent of the Rajah or ik’rar cannot be disjmtcd. 

In concluditig this di;>cussion on the nature of ilie constitution of titc Marital ta 
empire, it n.ay be usclul to exhibit some account of the ])owcrs wlio Iia'rC been 
mentioned in tlic notes to wliich this paper forms an Appendix. 

ist. The Peisliwali. 'J'he wisdom and j)oiicy Bajcc Rao, tlie first Pcisliwah, 
firmly established in his family the i)ower which he had usurped; and accordingly, 
at his deatli no opposition was made totlic succession tothcollicc ofPeishwah of Ids 
eldest son Ballajcc Bajce Rao, who died in 1701, leaving three sons (Bihlivvas Rao, 
wlio was killed in tlic battle of Panidput in 1762,) Madhoo Rao, and Narain Rao. 

Madhoo Rao, tlie seeoj.d son, succeeded to the Musnud of Poonalt on his father’s dcalli, 
and dying in bovein'oer ’ 77 2, was succeeded by his brother Narain Rao, who, in 
August 1773, ^vas assassinated by Ids paternal uinlc Ragonaut Rao, better known by 
the name of Ragobaln A few months after tldis e\a nl, Narain Rao’s widow was 
delivered of a son, who w as named Sevajec Madhoo Rao, and wdio aseeiuled the 
Musnud, on which he coniliiucd until his death, wliieli was occasioned, in (>etober 
1795, by a fall from the terrace of his palace. 

On the death of the second Madhoo Kao, Chimnajee Appa, the younger son of 
Ragobah, was rai cd to the Musnud, but was afterwards deposed, and succeeded by 
liis elder brother Bajee Ra<), tbic present Pcislnvah, who is the eldtcst legitimate son ol 
the late Kagobali. During the reign of the second Madhoo Rao, Bajce Rao, the R.in ft 
present Peishwali, and his brother, were conrmed in tlie fort oi juii.er, near Poonali. 

After a calandtous reign of six years, during w'Ideh Bajee Rao, the presenl luo o is 1 a, 
Pelsliwali, was, in the first instance, deprived, by the violence and ambition of Dow !ut 
Rao Sciiidiah, of the due exercise ot his authority, aiul kept in a state of the utmost 
degradation and restraint, and afteiwvards deposed and ctanjaeiicd l^y Jeswunt Rao 
Hoikar, (m the a cih October, to abandon his capital city oi Poonah, and to lake 
refuge in the British territories; tlie IVishwali, by the treaty of ibi>sein, wars restored 
to the full enjoyment of his rights and legitimate power on liie foundation ol the 
supp^ort of the Ih’itish Covermnenf. Tlvc treaty of Bassiin being ('xclusivcly of a 
defensive nature, imposes no resti aint upon any state or |)'n\'er, w iii. ii shaJl respect 
tlie rights and posse sions of the liritish Government and ii:> ain^s; nor can any 
right or power to interfere in the internal concerns of any or (he MarliaUa ehicltains 
be derived from the stipuhitlons of that treaty, beyond the limits of the Peisliwadi’s 
Icgiiimate authority, to maintain whicli, is equally tfie duty ot his sul jeets, feudato- 
ries ami allies. 

The lesult of these considerations, combined wath an attentive obscrv/.iion of the 
fact, and arguments stated in the notes to wdiieh this paper iunns an aj'p'cndix ; of 
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the conduct of llie Briilsh Government towards the Peishwah, towards the Nizam, 
and towards all its allies, demonstrates in the most satisfactory and incontrovertible 
n.anner, that in concluding the treaty of Bassein with the Peishwah, the views and 
intentions of the British Government have been just, amicable, and moderate ; that 
the real and legitimate power of the Peishwah is eflectuaily secured by this alJianrc ; 
and that, under the operation of his engagements with the British Government, the 
Peishwah may confidently expect to enjoy that tranquillity and security, aa ompanied 
by respect and honour, which he has never experienced under the oppressive in- 
fluence of his own subjects, servants, or feudatory chieftains, and wliich he never could 
have attained by the aid of any other state or power. 

2d. Jeswunt Rao Holkar. 

Mulhar Rao Holkar, the lounder of this family, was an officer in the service of the 
first Peishwah Bajee Rao, and wa^ one of the earliest Marhatta adventurers in the 
expednions to the northward. He received, about the year 1736, a portion of the 
province of MaKva in Jagheer; and died in 1766 at Mulhar Ghur, a small fortress in 
one of his Jagheers, situated about forty miles from Calpee. Mulhar Rao Holkar“*^ 
was succeeded by his nephew Tuckojee Holkar, who died on the 1 5th August, 1797, 
leaving two legitimate sons, the eldest named Cashy Rao, and the younger Mulhar 
Rao ; and two illegitimate sons, Eithojee Holkar, and the present chieftain Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar, The capital of the Holkar territories in Malwa was estabiislied at Indore, 
a city about thirty miles south-east of Ougein. The revenues of the Holkar family, 
previous to the commencement of the late disturbances in the province of Malwa, 
were estimated to amount to eighty lacks of rupees, or about one million sterling. 

Some time previously to the death of Tuckojee Holkar, that chief obtained from 
the Peishwah a khclautf of investiture for his eldest son Cashy Rao Holkar, as legi- 
timate successor to the territorial possessions of the Holkar family. A Jagheer to 
the annual amount of ten lacks of rupees, was however settled on Tuckojee’s younger 
legitimate son Mulhar Rao, but no provision was made for the illegitimate children, 
Jeswunt Rao and Eithojee, who were left entirely dependant on Cashy Rao tiolkar. 

Soon after the decease of Tuckojee Holkar, in 1797? disputes arose between Cashy 
Rao and Mulhar Rao, the latter claiming an equal division of his father’s territories 
with Cashy Rao, and both brothers repaired to the court of Poonah, for the purpose 
of referring their claims to the decision of his highness the Peishwah. 

On their arrival at Poonah, Dowlut Rao Scindiah, with a view of usurping the pos- 
sessions of the family, and, it is said, in consideration of a payment of six lacks of 
rupees, and of Cashy Rao’s renunciation of a claim on the late Madhajee Scindiah to 
the extent of sixty lacks of rupees, espoused the cause of Cashy Rao Holkar, and 
made a sudden and unexpected attack in the month of September 1797, on Mulhar 
Rao, whom he slew with most of his adherents. 

Jeswunt Rao and Eithojee Holkar had both attached themselves to the interest of 
Mulhar Rao, and were at Poonah at the period of Mulhar Rao’s death. Jeswunt 

♦ The ancestor of Mulhar Rao appears to have been too obscure a person to have excited any en- 
quiries. Mulhar Rao had one son, named Khundph Rao, who was killed about the year iTof, at 
Deec^, in a battle ar^ainst the Jat Chief Soorooj Mill. Khundeh Rao had attained the twenty-eighth 
year oi his age, and had no issue, but left a widow named Aheela Baee, who died about five years ago, 
at Cholea Meyhasur, on the north bank of the Nerhudda. She had a Jagheer allotted to her support, 
yielding an annual revenue of fifteen lacks of rupees. 

f Knelaut is a dress of honour, conferred by a superior on an inferior, on occasions of accession 10 
office, or as a mark of honour. 
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Rao immediately fled to Nagporc, where he remained for some time : Eithv)jee fled 
to Colapoor, wdiere he was taken while in the commission of hostilities, sent to 
Poonah, and put to death. 

The person of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, at the instance of Dowliit Rao Scindiah, was 
also secured by tlie Rajah of Bcrar, but Jeswunt Rao liaving found means to cfl'cct 
his escape from Nagporc, fled to Mcyhasur on the Ncrbudda, and asseiuhled forces 
with which he gained several advantages against the troops of Dowlut Rao Scindiaii, 
who remained at Poonah for the purpose of carrying into execution his violent 
and ambitious schemes againsl the Poishwah’s authority and government. 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah however seized the person of Khunclch Rao, the infant and 
posthumous son of Mulhar Rao, (horn a short time after Mulh ir Rao's death, in 
September 1797,) ^^nd pretended to govern t!ic possessions of tlic Ih>lkar family in 
the name of Cashy Rao, whom Scindiah (since the dcatli of Mulhar Rao) Iiacl kept 
in a state of dependance. It is probable liowcvcr that Scindiah’s principal motive in 
securing the person of Kliundch Rao llolkar, was to obtain the entire controul 
of the affairs of the Holkar family, to administer the government of tlicir possessions 
in the name of the family, but to appropriate tlic revenues to his own use. 

Both C;.shy Rao and Jeswunt Rao soon became sensible of the view s of Scindiah, 
and WTre so deeply impressed with the necessity of preventing their accomplishment, 
that they agreed to reconcile their differences, as the only means of keeping the 
Holkar possessions in the family. 

A long contest ensued Ix’tween Dowdut Rao Scindiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 
and continued until the commencement of the year i*So2, wdicn Holkar appears t(> 
have determined to change his plan of hostilities, and to make Poonah the theatre 
of his operations. Casliy Rao llolkar had at this period of time resolved to maintain 
a strict neutrality in the disputes between Jeswunt Rao and Scindiah, and Jeswunt 
j^ao now asserted that Khundeh Rao (the son of Mulhar Rao) was the legitimate 
head of the Holkar family. Jeswnint Rao accordingly insisted that Khundeh Rao 
should be released from confinement, and acknowledged as the head of the family 
by Scindiah, and that the territory of the Holkar family should he committed to 
Jeswunt Raohs inanagernent, as minister to his nephew Khundeh Rao. 

Holkar’s ostensible motive in proceeding to Poonah, wais to asso rt the rights of 
his nephew, and to obtain from the Peishwah, as legitimate head of the empire, a de- 
cision in his favour. But the real views of Holkar appear to Iiavc been directed to 
a more important object. TIic weakness of the Pcishw^ah s government, and the 
entire annihilation of his authority by Scindiah, had left the Pcishw^ah no means of 
oppoidng Holkar, or of compelling Schidiah to surrender the person of Khundeh 
Rao into the hands of Ilo’k ir ; and Holkar naturally concluded, that the most 
severe blow which he coul 1 strike against Sciiuliah’s power, was to destroy 
Scindlah’s ascendancy at Poonah, and to convert the authority of the Peishwah^s 
name into an useful instrument for his own aggranclizenient. 

With thes^' views, towcirds the middle of the year 1802, Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
proceeded with a large force towards Poonali. Scindiah had been compdied (in the 
month of December i 800, by Holkar’s hostile movements,) to quit Poonah for the 
protection of his possessions in Malwa, and was at Ougein when Holkar commenced 
his march towards Poonah. Being sensible, however, of the danger to which he was 
exposed, by Holkar^s movement towards Poonah, Scindiah detached a force under 
the command of Suddaslieo Bhow, which reached the vicinity of Poonah at the close 
of the month of September, and afterwards effected a junction with the troops be- 
longing 
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lon;?;iTqg to the Peislnvah. A general action ensued on the 25tli October, 1802, in 
wliich Suddashco Bhow was entirely defeated, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar became 
mister of the city of Poonah, and of the Peishwah’s government. Jeswunt Rao 
inolkar having committed no act of hostility against the British Government, has 
hitlierto been considered as a friend. Iti the course of the late transactions, liolkar 
lias m(n\‘ limn once solicited the advice and assistance of the British Government, 
and expressly intimated a wish for the mediation of the British Resident at tlie court 
of Poonah lor tiie purpose of dlccting an accommodation with the Pcishwah, and 
of adjiisti’ig his demands on Dowlut Rao Scindiah. Under instructions from t lie 
(iovernor (^cm ral. Colonel Close, the Resident, actually endeavoured to persuade 
the Peisliwah to oder sncii concessions to Holkar as might induce that chicltain to 
compromise the subsistin;; dil]i:renccs; but the Pcishwah has hitherto manifested an 
insupirablc aversion to od'er any concession to Holkar, whom he considers to be a 
rcbei ag^iinst the Icgilimate auliiority of tlic sovereign executive power of the Mar- 
ha U a empire. 

If any argument is required to confirm the policy of the late engagements whicli 
were concluded at Basscin between the Pcishwah and the British Giwcrnment, it 
may be found in a consideration of the actual state of Holkar’s power, and of the 
terriiories of the Pcishwah, at the period when tlie Governor General interposed 
the power of liic Britisii (h)vermncnt for the recovery of the Peishwalds just au- 
thority, and fer tlie security against the dangers of configuous anarchy and confu- 
sion, of the domiiiions of the Company, and of its allies and dependants, particu- 
larly iliose of tile Ni/.ain and t he Rajah of Mysore. 

After the powder of the PeishwaJi had been annihilated by tlic success of Holkar 
ag.fmsl tlie uidied arms of the Peisliwah and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, it could not be 
exiiected that his highness would liave been restored to the efficient exercise of his 
autliorily, either by Jeswunt Rao Holkar, or by Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

d'he dedgn of Holkar to engross the whole power and authority of the state of 
Poonah, w IS ch monstrated by his actual usurpation, and by the project which lie 
formed, and ( ndeavoured to accomplish, of placing on the Musnud of Poonali a 
new ]\:isliwah, or of restoring Bajcc Rao to the Musnud, under circuinstances of 
restniint, which would have secured to Holkar the whole military power and civil 
authority of the state. It cannot be doubted that motives of ambition and of inve- 
terate enmity against Dowlut Rao Scindiah, would, in tliat event, have induced 
Juswunt Rao Holkar to direct his arms against the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diali; and tlic accession of military power and resources, which Holkar would have 
acquired liy the permanent establislimcnt of his authority in the state of Poonali, 
would prolribly have enabled him to prosecute his views of conquest with success. 

If, on the other Jraiul, the arms of Dowlut Rao Scindiah liad ultimately triuin- 
plied over those of Holkar, the power and resources of the state of Poonah, togc- 
tlier with those of Holkar, would liave been adtlcd to those of Scindiah; and a state 
would have been fornied in the hands of Scindia, comprehending nearly the whole 
Marliatla dominion (^willi the exception of Bcrar), and possessing the nominal au- 
thoi iiy of the Pcishwah, and of the Moghul, with a considerable revenue, abundant 
military resources, a powerful artillery, and a numerous army, under tlic discipline 
and conunaiui of French officers. 

No ultimate issue of the distractions at that time existing in the Marliatta empire, 
could therefore reasonably be supposed, wliich would not have consolidated under 
one head, a degree of power and dominion dangerous to the British Government, 

to 
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to the extent in winch the balance of contendinp; interests in tlie Marhatta cn’jare 
should have been disturbed, and in proportion to the means which a power so con- 
solidated would possess, of evimtually co operatii^r^ with the j:^ovcrniiient of Prance 
in hostile desip:ns ap;aiiist the British empire in India. 

The convulsions in the Marhatta state mie;ht pt^SNil^ly have continued for some 
time, and mii^ht have alTordcd a temporary security to t!ic iuilish Government 
a;’;;nnst any liostilo dcsigr^.s on tlic part of tlie hlarhattas, citlier sinply or united 
with an European power. But the eflccts of such confusiem must speedily ha\c 
('Mended to tlie comm.mous don. inions of our ally tlie Nizam, and ultimate!)' to 
tliosc of tlie Cemepany, and \\'ould have compelled the British Government to 
enpas^c in the ctnilesl. 

l1ic cstabilshmcnt of ITolkar’s power at IVaonah vanild probal'lv have occasioiual 
dcrr.ands on the part of that cliicnain upon his ]li;;lincss the Nizam; but, c^ cn 
uiuicr a coiurary sup[>osi‘.i(m, ir is dcmonsirabU* from tl'.e state of tlie country, tljst 
ll'ilkar could not hm:; Icue nvciiUainc I am arm) in tlie Dekam, without invadb',' 
tlu' (h.nuiiiions citficr (ct tl'c Ki/uum (U' (.t the Comp.nn'. 

d be territory around i'oonali, to a comadcrablc extent, having liccn entirely deso- 
lated !■)' the Iror-ps (ak llolkar, that cliieltain would have liccn compelled to invaik: 
the territory of tlie Nizam, or to penetrate into tlie country sitiiatcd to the south- 
ward of t!,e r!\’cr Kistna, for the siil)slstencc of Itis numerous tro(>ps and followers. 

The ad(^piion of the latter allcrnatixe would ha.\a: retardetl, for some time, tlu: 
predatory incursions of llolkarbs troops into the territ(U'y o( the N’zmi or of the 
(Company; but wlun tlie immediate resources of the IVishwah’s southern provinces 
sliould have been exhausted, llolkar would have been compelled to draw the means 
of subsistence for his troops from the plunder of the Company’s contiguous territo- 
ries, on tlie resources of which we must principally have depended for the sujiply 
of our troops in the contc'st, whicli that irruption would have rendered inevitable 
IF, therefore, the British Ck)vcrnmcnt had not adopted measures for llic restoration 
of the Bcishwah’s authority, either the Company’s territories, or those of our ally 
the Nizam, would have been exposed to all the evils of war, while neither the Com- 
pany nor the Nizam under such circumstances, could Iiavc possessed the means, 
wliicli botli now command, of averting the war from their own dominions, and of 
accelerating its prosperous conclusion by a vigorous system of attack upon the 
enemy. 

d he restoration of the Pcishwali, tlicrcfore, under the protection of the British 
power, was a measure indispensably reciuisite for the defence, not only of the terri- 
tories of our allies, but of our own possessions bordering the Marhatta dominions 
in the peninsula of India. 

3d. D(wlut Rao Scindiah. 

Ranojee Scindiah, the founder of this family, was born at Puttcclcc near Poonali, 
and served first under a chief named Ikijcc Rao, who commanded the body guard 
of Bajee Rao, the first Pcishwah, and grandfatlier to the present Peishwah. From 
this inferior station, he gradually rose in the service of Bajee Rao the Peishwah, and 
afterwards accompanied him in tlie expedition, which was undertaken at the close 
of the reign of Rajah Sahoojee againfl the province of Malwa. This province was 
afterwards divided into three parts, of which the first was allotted to Bajee Rao, 
the Peishwah, the second to the Rajah of Sattarah, the tliird to the family of llol- 
kar. As a reward for the services which Ranojee Scindiah rendered in the expedi- 

M tion 
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lon|:>;iRp; to the Pcishwah. A general action ensued on the 25th October, 1802, in 
wliich Suddasheo Bhow was entirely defeated, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar became 
in aster of the city of Poonah, and of the Peishwah’s government. Jeswunt Rao 
hioikar having committed no act of hostility against tlie British Government, has 
hitherto been considered as a friend. In the course of the late transactions, Holkar 
lias niore than once solicited tlic advice and assistance of tlie British Government, 
and expressiy intimated a wisii for the mediation of the British Resident at the court 
of Poonah lor tiic purpose ot clTccting an accommodation with the Peishwah, and 
of adjustbig his demands on Dowlut Rao Scindiah. Under instructions from the 
(k)vcrnor (General, Colonel Close, the Resident, actually endeavoured to persuade 
the Pcisliwa'i to OiTer sncii concessions to Holkar as might induce that chicltain to 
compromise the snbsistin;:; dillerenccs; but the Peishwah has hitherto manifested an 
insuperable aversion to oCicr any concession to Holkar, whom he considers to be a 
rebel against the legitimate auliiority of tlic sovereign executive power of the Mar- 
halta empire. 

If any argument is required to confirm the policy of the late engagements wliicK 
weve concluded at Bassein between llie Peishwah and the British Government, it 
may be found in a consideration of the actual state of Holkar's power, and of the 
territories of the Peishwali, at the period when the Governor General interposed 
tlie power of tlic Bj itisli Government for the recover^^ of the Peishwah’s just au- 
ihoriiv, aiui for tlie security attainst llie dan!?:crs of confi2:uc)us anardiv and confu- 
sion, of the dominions of the Coinjiany, and of its allies and dependants, pariicu- 
laily those of the Ni/.am and ihc Ivajah of Mysore. 

After tlic jiower of the Peishwali had been annihilated by the success of Holkar 
against the uf.ited arms of the PelsJiwali and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, it could not be 
expected that his highness would liave been restored to the efficient exercise oi his 
auliiority, either by Jeswunt Rao Holkar, or by Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

'i hc cicdgn of Holkar to engross the whole power and authority ot tlie state of 
Poonah, was cK monstrated by liis actual usurpation, and by the project wliich he 
formed, and t ndcavoured to accomplish, of placing on the Musnud of Poonah a 
new Peishwah, or of restoring Bajcc Rao to tlic Musnud, under circumstances ot 
restraint, which would have secured to Holkar the whole military [lower and civil 
authority of the state. It cannot be doubted that motives of ambition and ot inve- 
terate enmity against Dowlut Rao Scindiah, would, in that event, have induced 
Juswunt Rao Holkar to direct his arms against the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diali; and ihc accession of military power and resources, wliicli Holkar would liavc 
acquired liy the pei inancnt establislimcnt of his authority in the state of Poonah, 
would probably have cnalilcd him to prvvsecute his views of conquest with success. 

If, on the other liand, the arms of Dowlut Rao Scindiah liad ultimately trium- 
phed over iliONC of Holkar, the power and resources of the state of Poonah, togc- 
tlicr v\ith those oi Holkar, would have been added to those of Scindiah; and a state 
would have been formed in the hands of Scindia, coinprehcnding nearly tlie whole 
Marhatla dominion (with the exception of Bcrar), and possessing the nominal au- 
iliorliy of lire Peishwali, and of the Moghul, with a considerable revenue, abundant 
military resources, a powerful artillery, and a numerous army, under the discipline 
and command of Prencli officers. 

No ultimate issue of the distractions at that lime existing in tlie Marhatta empire, 
eould therefore reasonably be supposed, which would not have consolidated under 
one head, a degree of pow er and dominion dangerous to the British Government, 

to 
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to the extent In winch the balance of contending interests in tlic Marlratta ciripire 
should have been disturbed, and in proportion to tlie means which a power so cc>n- 
solidated wcmld possess, of eventually co opcratii^ig; with the government of France 
in hostile designs against the P>riush empire in India. 

The convulsions in tlic MarluUta state niight possibly have continued for s^me 
time, and might have ailordcd a temporary security to the British Govcrnmmi 
against any liostile designs on the part of tlie Marhattas, either singly or imited 
with an European power. Rut the eilccts of sucli eontusiem must speedily have 
extended to tlie coiuiguous doir.iinons of our ally llie Nizam, and idtimatel)' to 
those of the Con-pnng and would have compelled the Britisli Government to 
engage in the contest. 

The cstablishmei*! (W llolkar’s power at Ptunudi v’ould probaM>’ leave occasioned 
dcinands on the parted tliat chieiiain upon his 1 Ugliness the Nizam; but, even 
under a contrary siipi)ositi(m, ir is demonstrable from tlie state of tlic country, tli it 
ilolknr could not long Isive maiiiiaine ! :m arm\ in tlic Dekan, \\ llhout inv id*. i' • 
tlie doininion.s citlier (>i tdic Ni/.an; or of tlie ( omjvjju . 

d lie territory ;iround Foonah, t('> a considerable extent, liavlng been entirely dcsis- 
latcd b)' tlie troops ol llolkar, tint chieftain would have been compelled to iiunde 
tlic territory of the Nizam, or to penetrate into tlie country situated to tlie s(>uih- 
waial of tl'.e ri\ cr Kistin, lor the subsistence of bis numerous tro(>ps and followers. 

'Fhc adoption of tlic latter allernative would have retarded, for some time, the 
predatory incursions of Ilolkar’s troops into the territory of the N’zim or of the 
Gompany ; but when the immediate resource's of tlic Peisliwah’s southern provinces 
sliould invc been exhausted, llolkar would have been compelled to draw the means 
of suhsistence for Ins troops from the plunder of the G.ompany’s contiguous territo- 
ries, on the resources of wdiich we must principally have depended for the supply 
of our troops in the contest, whicli that irruption would have rendered inevitable. 
If, tliercforc, the British Government liad not adopted measures for the restoration 
of the Peisluvah’s aulliority, either tlic Company’s territories, or those of our ally 
llic Nizam, would have been exposed to all the evils of war, while neither the Com- 
pany nor the Nizam under sucli circumstances, couhl have possessed the means, 
which both now command, of averting the war from their own dominions, and of 
accelerating its prosperous conclusion by a vigorous system of attack upon tlic 
enemy. 

llic restoration of the Pcishwali, therefore, under the protection of the British 
power, was a measure indispensably requisite for the defence, not only of the terri- 
tories of our allies, but of our owua possessions bordering the Marliatta dominions 
in the peninsula of India. 

3 d. Dowlut Rao Scindlah. 

Ranojee Scindiah, the founder of iliis family, w^as born at Puttcclcc near Pooirali, 
and served first under a chief named Bajec Rao, wTo commanded the body guard 
of Bajec Rao, the first Pcishwah, and grandfather to the present Pcishw’ali. From 
tliis inferior station, he gradually rose in tlie service of B.ijce Rao the Pcishwah, and 
afterwards accompanied him in the expedition, whicli weis undertaken at the close 
of the reign of Rajah Sahoojee againft the province of Malwa. This province was 
aflerwards divided into three parts, of which the first was allotted to Bajec Rao, 
tlic Pcishwah, the seconal to the Rajah of Sattarah, the rliird to the family of llol- 
kar. As a reward for the services which Ranojee Scindiah rendered in the expedi- 

M tion 
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tlon against Malwa, Bajee Rao granted a considerable portion of tlic shares belong- 
ing to himself and to the Rajah, of Sattarah, to Ranojee Scindiah, w hich grant was 
afterwards confirmed in Jagheer t?o his descendants, by the Rajah of Sattarah. On 
the death of Ranojee Scindiah, Madhajee Scindiah, his fifth son, succeeded to tlie 
management of his patrimonial inheritance, of which Ougein was the capital, and 
by a train of successful operations, was enabled to appropriate to himself a conside- 
rable part of the province of Malwa, belonging to the government of Poonah, as 
well as to extend his domains over a great part of llindostan, and of the Rajpoot 
states; and to obtain possession of the person and nominal authority of the Great 
Moghul, of whom he was the ostensible minister. 

Madhajee Scindiah died on the 12th February 1794, without male issue, and w^as 
succeeded on the 3d of March following, by his nephew and adt/pted son, Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, whose violence, rapacity, and law'less ambition, ha\T been the main 
causes of the present war with the confederate Marhatta chieftains. 

4th. Ragojee Bhooslah. 

The ancestor of the present Rajah of Berar, the first P.agojec Bhooslah, died in 
1749, and transmitted his government to his son janojee, who dying in 1772, 
left his inheritance to the present Rajah, the son of Janojcc’s younger brother ?vIo(k 1 - 
liajcc Bhooslah. ddiis occasioned a contention between Janojee’s broth.ers Sabajee 
and Moodhajee. The former claimed the government in right of pidority of birth, 
and the latter as father and guardian of the adopted child, ddicy were accordingly 
engaged in hostility until the death of Sabajee, who was killed in an engagement 
with his brother on the 27th January 1775. tliat period tiie govermnent of 

Berar was holden by Moodhajee Bhooslah f, who died at an advanced age on the 


♦ RAGOJEE BHOOSLAH, the First Rajah of Berar. 
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f It appears, however, that Moodhajee Bhooslah, in all state papers, joined his son’s name to his 
own; and though he did not allow him to interfere in business, yet he treated the youth as the heir 
apparent; Moodhajee Bhooslah was therefore a regent by right during his son’s minority, and proba- 
bly by sufferance afterwards. Ragojee Bhooslah is about forty-sevep years of age, and has one son, 
Pursojee Bhooslah, twenty-seven years old. 
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i9tli May 1788, and was succeeded by his son Ragojee Bhooslah, the present Rjjali 
ofBcrar. 

The views which this chieftain and Dowlut Rao Scindlah arc known to have 
entertained witli respect to the supreme aulhoiity of the Marliatta state, allbrd the 
means of forming a correct judgment of the motives which may have rendered tliosc 
chieftains desirous of subverting the treaty of liassein, although they admitted that 
treaty to be equitable in its general principle, and to furnish additional security for 
the just rights of the feudatory chieftains of the Marliatta empire, and especially of 
their own. 

The whole course of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s proceedings since his accession to the 
dominions of his unde Madhajee Scindiah, has manifested a systematic design of 
establishing rn ascendancy in the Marliatta stale upon the ruins of the Pcishwah’s 
authority. 

The government and person of the Pelsliwah have long been placed under a 
degrading subjection to the oppressive control and unwarrantable usurpation of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, wdio had remained with a numcious army in the vicinity of 
the Peishwah’s capital for a considerable period of time. 

The usurpation of Scindiah existed in full force at the commencement of the last 
w ar, between the Company and Tippoo Sullaiin, and the undue influence of Scindiah 
in the Marliatta empire in that crisis, not only dcprlvctl the Brilisli Government of 
every benefit from the nominal alliance of the Pcishwah, at the commencement, and 
during the progress of the war, but aflbrdcd positive encouragement to the cause of 
Tippoo Sultaun, and menaced the Nizam’s dominions previously to the expulsion 
of the French from Hyderabad In October 1798, and subsequently in 1799, while 
tlie NizanFs contingent was actually employed with the British army in the common 
cause of the triple alliance against d'ippoo Sultaun. 

At that time Scindiah was restrained from the actual invasion of the Nizamis 
dominions, by the direct interposition of the British Government. His influence, 
however, and the terror of his violence and power, continued to rule the couri of 
Poonah, and to alarm the court of Hyderabad, until the exigency of his affairs in 
the north of Hindostan, occasioned principally by the successful progress of Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar’s arms, compelled Dowlut Rao Scindiah to retire from Poonah in the 
year 1800, for the protection of his own territories. 

The complete estaldishment of Holkar’s authority at Poonah, by the defeat of 
Scindiah’s troops in October 1802, required the utmost exertion of Scindiah’s power 
against that active and powerful enemy. 

Had Scindiah succeeded in subverting the power of Holkar, it cannot be doul)ted 
that he would have taken advantage of that success, for the complete establishment 
of his own undue authority in the state of Poonah; he would probably have re-In- 
stated the Peishwah Bajee Rao in his government, or would have raised another to 
the Musnud, to be the pageant of his own power ; or would have usurped the su- 
preme ministerial authority in his own name, if the disposition of the other chief- 
tains of the Marliatta empire should have encouraged an expectation of their acqui- 
escence in that ambitious project. 

The uniform tenor of Scindiah’s conduct, the invariable principles of Asiatic 
policy, and the personal character, habits, and disposition of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
preclude the supposition that he would have abandoned the absolute power which 
he would have acquired by the subversion of Holkar’s usurpation, and would have 
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adopted the liberal policy of restoring the exiled Peishwah to the exercise of the 
estabhslicd executive authority of the empire. 

In the moment of alarm, which succeeded the signal success of Jcswiint Rao 
Ih/lkar, Dowlut Rao Scindiah solicited the co-operation ot the Britisli (b)vernmcnt, 
under the pretext of restoring the Peishwah’s authority. He probably expected, 
lieu the aid of a detachment ot BriliNh troops would liave ensured his succe:^s against 
llolkar, wiliiout controlling his project of restoring his own undue asccrniancy at 
Poonali on a more secure and extensive basis. It now appears that the active and 
powerful exertions employed by the British Government at the exi)rcss solicitation 
of the Peishwah for his Highness’s complete restoration to the Musnud of Poonah, 
were neither desired nor expected by Dowlut Rao Scindiah. The actual restoration 
of the Peishwah to the government of Poonah, under the exclusive protection of tlie 
Britidi power, and the conclusion of engagements, calculated to secure to liis Highness 
tlic due exercise of his legitimate authority on a permanent foundation, deprived 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah of every h(>pe of accomplishing the objects of his ambition, 
injustice, and rapacity, so long as the alliance should be successfully maintained. 

This statement of facts suflicicntly explains the anxiety of Dowlut Rao Scindlali 
to cil'cet the subversion of an arrangement, the justice and eciuity of which, he was 
compelled to acknowledge. 

Tlie motives wdiich must be supposed to have influenced the Rajah of Berar in 
combining his power with that of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, for the subversion of the 
alliance concluded between the Britisli Government and the Peishwah, were mani- 
festly similar to those which actuated the conduct of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

I he Rajah of Berar has alwvays maintained pretensions to the supreme authority 
in the Marhatta empire, founded on his afliniiy to the reigning Rajah of Sattarah, 
and in the course of a conference wdth the native secretary of the Resident with 
Dow^lut Rao Scindiah on the I4tli of June 1803, distinctly avowed those pretensions. 

Convinced that the permanency of the defensive alliance concluded between the 
British Government and the Peishwxih, wxauid preclude all future oppoi tunity of 
accomplishing the object of his ambition, tlie Rajah of Berar appears to have been 
equally concerned with Dowlut Rao Scindiah in the subversion of that alliance. 

Although the views ascribed to those chieftains, were manifestly incompatible 
with the accomplishment of their respective designs, the removal of an obstacle which 
would effectually preclude the success of either chicitain, in obtaining an ascendancy 
at Poonah, constituted an object of common interest to both. It appears also to be 
probable, that those chieftains, sensible that the combination of their powder afforded 
the only prospect of subverting the alliance concluded between the British Govern- 
ment and the Peishwxih, agreed to compromise their respective and contradictory 
projects, by an arrangement fox the partition of the wliole power and dominion of 
the Marhatta state. 

But whatever may have been the specific objecls of Scindiah and the Rajah of 
Berar, the operation of the treaty of Basseln was evidently calculated to preclude the 
accomplislimeiit of any ambitious projects on the part of those cliicfiains, and to 
confine their powxr and authority wnthin the just limits of their respective domi- 
nions. 

Under tins view of the subject, a suflicient cause will be discovered of the hostile 
conduct of those chieftains, although no just ground of complaint should even have 
been alledged by them against the British Government, or any design imputed to us 
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in :\ny degree Injurious to t])c security of tlie arknowledgcd riglits and indcpcndancc 
ofDowlut R:K) Scindiah, or of the Krjah of Berar, 


Sonllh^ni yir;^^\\rif(irs oflh: Miirl.KiHa Knipirc, 

I'hc subordinate chieftains occupying territory to the south of Poonah, may be 
divided into two classes : first, the Rajahs and hercLlltary Jaglieerdars ; and second, 
oiliccrs of the govern nicnt ot l\)onah who connnaiKl troops or iorts. 

The principal chieitains of tlic first class arc, 

1. The ITijah (h' C'.olaporc, wlio is of the same family as the Rajali of Sattarah. 
Although this clnetrain, therefore, may have submitted to tlu‘ power (d' the Pcish- 
wah, it would be an inversion of the principles on which the autliority of the 
reisliwali rests, to suj)pose that the Pcisliwali could demand personal allegiance 
from a branch of the family of which he is the ostensible minister. On this account 
the Peishw’ali addresses ilie Ixaj ih of (lolapore as a superior, and treats him as sucli 
on all occasions of f(>nn or pul)!ic ceremony. 'Pho Rajah maint;iins 1500 liorsc, and 
300,) peons, and is stated to enjoy a revenue of between tw'eniy and twenty-live 
lacks of rupees. 

2. The Piitwurdun family, who arc C-okan Bramins. Gopaul Hurry, tl)c fitlicr 
of the late Purscram B!iow% left seven sons, who arc all deceased, and of wdtom the 
four eldest (namely, Gopaul Rao, Purscram Bliow, Ragonaut Rao, and Pandrung 
Rao,) left Issue. 'Phe propc.rty and jagheers of tlie Putwurdun family arc now di- 
vided between the sons of these four cliiefs, wlio arc, first, Ifilajce Gopaul IPao, 
the son of the second (h)paiil Rao. As the senior branch of llu‘ family, Ballajcc 
Gopaul ITio possesses Merit cli and the neighbouring districts, yielding a revenue of 
about four lacks of rupees; lie maintains a force of about two hundred liorsc and 
onctliousand five hundred foot. .Second, Appah Sahib, tlie son of Purscram Bhow, 
resides at Jumcondab, one of his jagiiccrs, and enjoys a revenue of about four lacks 
(d rupees ; he maintains a fixed csiab!ishincnt of live hundrcil horse and one 
thousand foot, and leis occaslomilly iiirci! oth.cr troops tor tlie purpose of ravaging 
tlie country of the Rajah ot G.olapore, with w liom he has been at wnir since the 
death of his father Ihirscram Bhow, who was killed in 1709, in an engagement 
with tlie Rajah near the towm ot Golaporc. I liird, d-rimbuck Rao Ragonaut Rao 
resides at Karaiuiwar, tlie chid town 01 his jagiicer, whicli yields an annual revenue 
ot about two lacks ot rupee-*. His ([uola is three Imndred horse; but he also lias 
enlisted, at diiferent times, troo’ps to assist his cousin Appah Sdiib against the 

ajah of Col.ipore. Pouiih, Gliintainencc Rao Pandrung, son ot Pandrung Rao, 
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has a jaghecr yielding tour and half lacks of rupees, and reddes at 1 Icrcepoor ; he 
maintains a tixed establishment of seven hundred cavalry, and tour hundred horse, 
and lately cncrcased his cavalry for the purpose of plundering the country of Cola- 
pore. 

3, The Rastia family, who are also Cokan Bramins, and have long possessed 
p()v\ er and reputation in the state ot Poonah. Aiiuiid Rao, ihc father ot the present 
chiefs of the ramily, left live sons, and derived great inf) ucr.ee from his connexion 
with Nana hurnavese, (principal minister under the Peishwah Maclhoo Rao the 
second of the Marhalta empire fur near twemydive years,) who married one ot 

Anund 
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Anund Rao’s daup;hters. The power of the Rastia family has, since the death of 
Anund Rao, been united in the person of his eldest son, Madhoo Rao Rastia, to 
whom all the other sons of Anund Rao pay implicit obedience. The Putwurdun 
and Rastia families arc connected by marriage; they Iiavc several times been on 
bad terms since the dealli of the late Pcishwah Madhoo Rao in i79‘;5 but are now 
friends. Madhoo Rao collects a revenue of about twenty lacks of rupees, and 
resides at Badamec; he maintains a force of four thousand horse, and four thousand 
peons, and lately hired an additional force of plundering horse, whom he employed 
against the Rajah of Sholapore, with whom he constantly carries on a predatory 
warfare. 

4. Kishen Rao Appah Dashco, Jagheerdar of Nepaunce, has a small revenue, and 
maintains only three hundred horse and four hundred peons : he is at variance with 
the Raj all of Ckilapore. 

5. Malajee (rooparah, who holds in jagheer the towns and districts of Tumba, 
Indie, and Almil, from wliich he derives a revenue of one lack of rupees ; he main- 
tains six hundred horse, for which he is allowed pay by government. 

6 . Purscram Pundit is a chief of some consequence; he possesses to the 
southward of Poonah, Bijapoor Bagawarah, and some land in the Cokan : his 
revenue is estimated at ten lacks of rupees, and he maintains a force of three 
thousand horse. 

7. Pandrung Bauboo Rao possesses in jagheer the town and district of Bara- 
muttcc, and some adjacent villages, from which he derives a revenue suflicient to 
maintain one thousand horse. 

8. Jaun Rao Nemalkur, Jagheerdar of Puttun, a town near Panderpoor, on the 
banks of the Beemah, maintains one thousand and five hundred horse. 

9. Venketerow, Jagheerdar of Nurgoond and Ramdroog, has a revenue of one 
lack and twenty-five thousand rupees, and maintains five hundred peons to garrison 
liis forts : he has obtained some consequence by the marriage of his daughter to the 
youngest son of the late Purseram Bhow, and of his son to tlie sister of Baupoo 
Ghoklah ; and the latter chief, in consequence of this connexion, leaves his family 
and property in Nurgoond, whenever he is engaged on a distant expedition. 

10. Sedasheva Pundit possesses in jagheer the fort and district of Belgham, which 
yields a revenue of about forty thousand rupees: he maintains a force of one thou- 
sand horse and two thousand peons, which is supported by the revenue of his 
jagheers to the northward of Poonah. 

I . Dowlut Rao (Joorparah, the brotlier of the famous Morari* Rao of Ghooty, 
is Jagheerdar of the town and district of Gujinderghur, which has long been in his 
family. It was taken by Tippoo Sultaun in 1786, but recovered in 1792, and re- 
stored to this family, who are highly respefted among the Marhattas, notwithstand- 
ing they have lost that power which they formerly posscs-ed. Dowlut Rao 
Goorparah has a revenue of about three lacks of n pees, and maintains a force of 
three hundred horse and three hundred peons, which form the garrison of the fort 
of Gujinderghur. 

I z. Malaserja Dasheo, the Rajah of Khytore, possesses tlie country of Khytore, 
which yields a revenue of four lacks of rupees ; he maintains a force of one thou- 

• A person of this familr arrived in Major-General Wellesley’s camp on the 11th November, for 
the purpose of negociating the terms of peace oa the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah.— /7^/c Official 
Gazette in jlfpendix D. 
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sand horse and four thousand peons, and is bound to pay an annual peishcush or 
tribute ro the Peishwah, oi sixty or seventy thousand rupees. 

The Cltiefs of the second class arc ofliccrs of government, commanding troops 
and garrisons. 

1. Bapoo Ghoklan, who is the son of Dhondiali Punt Ghoklah, a Ccdcan Bramin, 
and commander of one hundred horse of the IVgah or stable liorse of government, 
which accompanied Purseram Bhow to Seringapatam in 1702. Bapoo Ghoklali 
commands a force of two tliousand Jiorse, besides pindaries, of wliom lie has at least 
one thousand, lie has also one thousand infantry, with two or three guns. Ike 
only permanent resources whicli Bapoo Ghoklah has for paying this force, are tlie 
revenues of the Gudiick and Nuvvulgund districts, whi(‘h Ids father seized, and 
which produce near iivi: lacks of rupees per annum, lie, however, derives conside- 
rable resources from (lie plunder of tlie country in the vicinity ot his districts. 

2. Gunput Rao Paun c.h., commander of the artillery, is an old and dlstinguislicd 
ofliccr of the government of Poonali, and enjoys the districts of Matcovee and 1 loon- 
goonJ (^ iclding one lack of rupees per annum) as a perscmal jagheer. Gun]nil Rem 
Jias also the managt'iiient or Rannee Ikdnore and llungul, which are the personal 
jaghcers of Raprain c.lioudry, (an ofilcer in the service of the IVi ciwah,) and w lilch 
produce an annual revenue of aSiout one lack and twenty-ilve thousand rupee s. 

3. iiapoojce Weitei, wJio attended the Pclsliwah to Bassein, and commands five 
hundred horse. 

4. Bappoo Wcttcl Seo Deo commands six Iiundred horse; he is not a native of 
the southern provinces of tlic Poonali state, but entered the service at the same time 
as Gunput Rao Paunsch, 

5. Ball Kishen Gungidur commands five Imndrcd horsv^, and entered the service 
of the Peishvvah at the same time with Gunput Rao Ihiunseh aiul Seo Deo. 

6. Bapoojec Rao Sciiidiah, Killadar of Darvvar, was placed in charge of that for- 
tress, in the year 1704-. by tliC late Pcisliwah; he maintains a garrison of eiglit hun- 
dred peons and one Iiundred and twenty horse; for the payment of which, and 
other expenses of the fort, he is allowed the districts of Butgerah and Mardagy, 
which yield a revenue of one lack aiul twenty thousand rupees per ammm. 

Bapoojee Scincliah lately increased his troops to the mimher of two thousand horse 
ancUlirce thousand peons, to make war on the Rajah of Khytore, who has attacked 
the districts committed to liis im\nag;cnicnt. 

7. The town and districts of Anagherree and Pursaghur l)clong to Amrut Rao, 
(adopted son of the late Ragobah, fatlicr of the present Peisliwah,) to whom they 
were given by tlie present Pcisliwah, Bajee Rao, on his ascending the Musnud of 
Poonah. ddicy produce a revenue of fifty thousand rupees per annum, and are ma- 
naged for Amrut Rao by a person named Anund Rao Liillce. 

In addition to the chieftains and jagheerdars already enumerated, the Pattan 
family, who so long possessed the extensive province of Savanorc, (which consisted 
of tWTiity-two talooks, or districts, and includes the greatest part of the territory 
belonging to the Marhatlas south of the Kistnah,) require to be particularly noticed. 

Mujud Khan, the grandfather of the present Nawaiib of Savanore, was attacked, 
in the year 1756, by the combined forces of the Pcisliwah and Salabut Jung, the 
Soubahdar of the Dekan, and was compelled to purchase a peace by the surrender 
of eleven talooks (one half of his possessions) to his enemies, lie died soon after 

this 



88 


APPENDIX A. 

this event, and left his country to his son Hakeem Khan, who contracted an inti- 
mate alliance with llyder Ally Khan, which was afterwards cemented by several 
intermarriages. Hydcr Ally supported Hakeem Khan so erTeetually against the 
Marhattas, that Hakeem Khan recovered almost all the talooks which he had lost, 
and continued in a slate of prosperity during the life of 1 lyder. 

The death of tlic latter prince in J782 occasioned the ruin of tlic family of Sava- 
nore: tljcy were attacked and expelled from their country by d ippoo Saliaun, 
whom they had justly provoked by joining the- Marhattas. Hakeem Klvan, who 
had fled towards Poonah, did not long survive his misfortunes. He lett several 
sons; the eldest, Abdul Kheir Khan, resided at Scringcpatani, whicrc lie Jiad married 
the daughter of Hyder Ally Khan. On the conclusion of the peace of 1792, Sava- 
nore came into the possession ot the Pcishvvah, who provided tor Hussain Khan, the 
second son of Hakeem Khan, by giving him in jaghcer tlie town and district of 
Savanorc, producing about 50,000 rupees per annum. 

Tippoo Sultaun being apprized of this arrangement, permitted Abdul Kheir Klian 
to proceed from Seringapatam, for the purpose ot claiming his j^atrimony. On 
reaching Savanore, Kheir Khan’s younger brother (Hussain Khan) refused to admit 
liis right; Kheir Khan therefore went to Poonah, and obtained from the minider 
Nana Furnavese, a decision in his favour, as eldest son of Ihikccm Khan. Nana 
Furnavese granted him a ^sunnud to take possession of Savanore, to which he directed 
Purscram Bhow to enforce obedience. 

When the rebel Dhoondiah Waugli, in i8co, entered Savanorc, Abdul Kheir 
lotb scptcmbiT Khan placed himself under the protection of the British army; after the death of 
isoa. Dhoondiah, General Wellesley made an arrangement to secure to Kheir Khan the 

receipt of the revenues of his Jaghcer; but the distracted state of the province of 
Savanore, since that period, not only defeated Major General Wellesley’s arrange- 
ment, but compelled Kheir Khan to retire to Soondah, where he began to raise 
troops. Being prevented from completing his levies by General Wellesley, he has 
since returned to Savanore, where he now resides with his whole family. 

Few of the actual Jaghcerdars have any legal hereditary right to their present 
possessions, which have in general been granted to their ancestors for military ser- 
vice. The Peishwah’s government, however, has for some years been too weak to 
attempt the resumption of the conditions of service on which they were originally 
made; and the changes of fortune which have befallen the difl'erent Jagheerdars, 
have been occasioned more by their disputes with each other, than by any exertion 
of authority on the part of the government of Poonah, of which they are the uomi- 
nal servants. 

The olliccrs of government, who have been intrusted with the command of troops 
and garrisons, have been almost invariably induced by the weakness of the govern- 
ment of Poonah, by the convulsions which have so long disturbed the Mirhatta 
empire, and by the example of others, to endeavour to render their authority per- 
manent, and, in some cases, hereditary in their own family. The accomplishment 
of this object has been facilitated by the manner in which they are paid by the go- 
vernment of Poonah for their services, w'hich is always done by orders upon the 
revenues of the countries in which they are employed. This system eradually leads 
to the compleie establishment of their personal authority, and tiie subversion of that 
of the Peishwah, 

It is also customary to assign the revenues of a district for a stated period to such 
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jaghecrdars as may have inoirred an expense in the service of the Peishwah, beyond 
the produce of their jaghecrs, and such temporary grants arc often permanently 
annexed to their former possessions. 

The temporary allotment of a country to a jaghcerdar, or the assignment of reve* 
nuc to an officer of government for the payment of his troops, usually terminates 
in the independant -Mtablishment of the jagheerdar, or officer in the assigned country, 
or in a ruinous contest for the recovery ot the rights of the state. This system makes 
every prct^ince in the Marhatta empire a scene of petty warfare, and has enabled 
subjects of the state to assume rights to which they have no other claim than that 
of Usurpation and violence. 

From this state of weakness arid inefficiency, the government of Poonah may 
confidently expect to be relieved by the operation of the treaty of Basscin, which, 
at the same time that it entitles the Peishwah to the whole exertion of the British 
power in the event of any emergency which may require the aid of the Company 
for the external defence and protection of his government and possessions, is calcu- 
lated to enforce a due submission to his authority within his immediate dominions, 
to preserve his territories from interfial anarchy, and to promote the happiness and 
tranquillity of his subjects, and the general prosperity of his country. 
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hk Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur agrees to receive, and the Honour- 
able East-India Company to furnish, a permanent subsidiary force of not less than 
six thousand regular native infantry, with the usual proportion of field pieces and 
European artillerymen attached, and with the proper equipment of warlike stores 
and ammunition ; which force is to be accordingly stationed in perpetuity in his 
said Highness’s territories. 

Article IVh For the regular payment of the whole expense of the said subsidiary 
force, his Kiglmess Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur hereby assigns and cedes in 
perpetuity to the Honourable East-India Company, all the territories detailed in the 
schedule annexed to this treaty. . . , 

AriicIt'V. As it may be found, that certain of the territories ceded by the fore- 
going article to the Honourable Company, may be inconvenient from their silua- 
ation, his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, for the.purpdse of rendering 
the boundary line of the Honourable Company’s possessions a good and well defined 
one, agrees, that such exchanges of talooks or lands shall be made hereafter, on 
terms of a foir valuation of their respective revenues, as the completion of the said 
purpose may require ; and it is agreed and covenanted, that the territories to be 
assigtted and ceded to the Honourable Company by the fourth article, or in con- 
sequence of the exchange stipulated eventually in this article, shall be su^ect to tire 
exclusive management and authority of the said Company and of their officers. 

Article VI. Notwithstanding the total annual expense of the subsidiary force is 
estimated at twenty-five lacks of rupees, his said Highness hath agreed to cede, by 
Article IV., lands estimated to yield annually the sum of twenty-six lacks of nipees, 
the additional lack being intended to meet possible deficiencies in the revenues of 
the said lands, and save the Honourable Company from loss. 

Article VII. After the conclusion of this treaty, and as soon as the British Resi- 
dent shall signify to his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, that the Honou- 
rable Company's officers are prepared to take charge of the districts ceded by Article 
IV., his Highness will immediately issue the necessary purw^annahs or orders to 
his officers to deliver over charge of the same to the Honourable Company ; and it 
is hereby agreed and stipulated, that all collections made by his Highness’s officers, 
subsequently to the date of this treaty, and before the officers pf the Honourable 
Company shall liave taken charge of the said districts, shall be carried to the credit 
of the Honourable Company ; and all claims to balances from the said districts, 
referring to periods antecedent to the conclusion of this treaty, shall be considered 
as null and void. 

Article VIII. All forts situated within the districts to be ceded as aforesaid, shall 
be delivered to the officers of the Honourable Company with the said districts :, 
and his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur engages, that the said forts 
shall be delivered to the Honourable Company without being injured or damaged, 
and with their ordinary equipment of ordnance, stores, and provisions. 

Article IX. Grain and all other articles of consumption, and provisions, and all 
sorts of materials for wearing apparel, together with the necessary numbers of cattle, 
horses, and camels, required for the use of the subsidiary force, shall be entirely 
exempted from duties ; and the commanding officer, and officers of the said sub- 
sidiary force, shall be treated in all respects in a manner suitable to tlic dignity and 
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greatness of both States : the subsidiary force will at all times be ready to execute 
services of importance, such as tlie protection of the person of his Highness, his 
heirs and successors ; the overawing and chastisement of rebels, or exciters of 
disturbance in his Highness’s dominions, and due correction of his subjects or 
dependants, who may withhold payment of the Sircars’ just claims ; but it is not to 
be employed on trifling occasions, nor like Sebundy to be stationed in the country 
to collect the revenues, nor against any of the principal branches of the Marhatta 
empire, nor in levying contributions from Marhatta dependants in the manner of 
Moolkgeery. 

Ankle X. Whereas much inconvenience has arisen from certain claims and 
demands of the Marhatta state, affecting the city of Surat, it is agreed, that a just 
calculation shall be made of the value of the said churns by his Highness Rao Pundit 
Pi^rdhauu Bahaudur and the Government of Bombay j and in consequence of the 
intimate friendship now established between the contracting parties, his Highness 
Rao Pundit Purdliaun Bahaudur agrees for himself, his heirs and successors, to 
rclinc^uish for ever all the rights, claims, and privileges of tlie Marhatta state, 
affecting the said city of Surat ; and all collections on that account shall cease and 
determine from the day on which this treaty shall be concluded ; in consideration 
of which act of friendship, the Honourable East-lndia Company agrees, that a piece 
of land, yielding a sum equal to the estimated value of the said claims, of the 
Marhatta state, shall be deducted from the districts ceded by Article IV. ; and 
on the same principle, and from similar considerations, his Highness further agrees^ 
that the amount of the collections made for the Poonah state, under the title of 
Nogabundy, in the Purgunnahs of Cliourassy and Chickley, shall be ascertained by 
an average taken from the receipts of a certain number of years, or by such other 
mode of calculation as may be determined on ; and his said Highness doth further 
agree for himself, his heirs and successors, to relinquish for ever the Nogabundy col* 
lections aforesaid, and they shall accordingly cease from the conclusion of this treaty : 
and it is agreed and stipulated, that a piece of land yielding a sum equal to tlie 
amount of the said Nogabundy collections, shall be deducted from the districts 
ceded by Article IV., in the same manner as stipulated in regard to the Choutc of 
Surat. 

Article XI. Whereas it has been usual for his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahaudur to enlist and retain in his service, Europeans of different countries, his said 
Highness hereby agrees and stipulates, that in the event of war breaking out 
between the English and any European nation, and of discovery being made that 
any European, or E.uropcans in ins service, belonging to such nation at war with 
the English, shall have meditated injury towards the English, or have entered into 
intrigues hostile to their interests, such European, or Europeans, so offending, 
shall be discharged by his said I iighness, and not suffered to reside in his domi- 
nions. 

Article XII. Inasmuch as by the present treaty, the contracting parties are bound 
in a general defensive alliance for mutual defence and protection against all enemies, 
his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur consequently engages, never to 
commit any act of hostility or aggression against his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah 
Bahaudur, or any of the Honourable Company’s allies or dependants, or against 
any of the principal branches of the Marhatta empire, or against any power what- 
ever : 



\tim. 7 icd StKSti2ih of Sci vdi^^h^s rcgulut Infantry^ under the general Comnunid of Monsieur Perron^ at the CoffifneticeTticnt of the 
Month of June J803 ; iaken from the official Dispatches of the Commander in Chief from the Reports of Mr. Stuart, an Officer in 
SciNDiAif s Service ( who qttiiicd it on the 12/A September 1803), and from other authentic Sources of Information. 



Grand Total - 72 39,050 4600 43,650 464 I'hc whole of the force suted in thi« esdmate, is exdtaivc 

of the troops employed iq garrisons, of irregular infantry, 
Mewattees, dec. dec, the number of which is considerable. 
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TREATY OF BiYSSEIN. 

*' k ’REATY of pcri^tual and general defensive alliance, between the Honourable 
English East-India Company, and his Highness thePcishwahBajec Rao, Rogonaut 
Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, his children, heirs, and successors, settled by 
Lieutenant Colonel Barry Close, Resident at the court of his Highness, by virtue 
of the powers delegated to him by his Excellency the Most Noble Richard Marquis 
Wellesley, Knight of the Most Illustrious Order of St. Patrick, one of his Britannic 
Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council, Governor General in Council, apj^inted 
by the Honourable Court of Directors of the said Honourable Company, to direct 
and controul all their affairs in the East Indies. 

Whereas, by the blessing of God, the relations of peace and friendship have un- 
interruptedly subsisted for a length of time, between the Honourable English East- 
India Company, and his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, and have been 
confirmed at different periods, by treaties of amity and union ; the powers aforesaid, 
adverting to the complexion of the titnes, have determined, with a view to the 
preservation of peace and tranquillity, to enter into a general defensive alliance, for 
the complete and reciprocal protection of their respective territories, together with 
those of their several allies and dependents, against the unproytiked aggressions, or 
unjust encroachments of all or any enemies whatever. 

r 

Article I. The peace, union, and friendship, so long subsisting between the two 
States, shall be promoted and encreased by this treaty, and sltall be pcrpctu.il. The 
friends and eneipies of either, shall be the friends and enemies of both ; and the 
contracting parties agree, that all the former treaties and agreements between the 
two States, now in force, and not contrary to the tenor of this engagement, shall 
be confirmed by it. 

Article II. If any Power or State whatever shall commit any act of unprovoked 
hostility or aggression, against either of the contracting parties, or against their 
respective dependants or allies, and, after due representation, shall refuse to enter 
into amicable explanation, or shall deny the just satisfaction or indemnity which the 
contracting parties shall have required, then the contracting parties will proceed to 
concert and prosecute such further measures as the case shall appear to demand. 
For the more distinct explanation and effect of this agreement, the Governor 
General in Council, on behalf of the Honourable Company, hereby declares, that 
the British Government will never permit any Power or State whatever to commit, 
with impunity, any act of unprovoked hostility or aggression against the rights and 
territories of his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur ; but will at all times 
maintain and defend the same, in the same manner as the rights and territories of 
the Honourable Company are now maintained and defended. 

Article III. With a view to fulfil this treaty of general defence and protection, 

N 2 his 
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li'is Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur agrees to receive, and the Honour- 
able Easc-India Clompany to furnish, a permanent subsidiary force of not less than 
six thousand regular native infantry, with the usual proportion of field pieces and 
European artillerymen attached, and with the proper equipment of warlike stores 
and ammunition ; which force is to be accordingly stationed in perpetuity in his 
said Highness’s territories. 

Article IV. For the regular payment of the whole expense of the said subsidiary- 
force, his Highness R-ao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur hereby assigns and cedes in 
perpetuity to the Honourable East-lndia Company, all the territories detailed in the 
schedule annexed to this treaty. • . . , . 

Article V. As it may be found, that certain of the territories ceded by the fore- 
going article to the Honourable Company, may be inconvenient from their situa- 
ation, his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, for the. purpose of rendering 
the boundary line of the Honourable Company’s possessions a good and well defined 
one, agrees, that such exchanges of talooks or lands shall be made hereafter, on 
terms of a fair valuation of their respective revenues, as the completion of the said 
purpose may require : and it is agreed and covenanted, that the territories to be 
•assigned and ceded to the Honourable Company by the fourth article, or in con- 
sequence of the exchange stipulated eventually in this article, shall be subject to the 
exclusive management and authority of the said Company and of their officers. 

Article VI. Notwithstanding the total annual expense of the subsidiary force is 
estimated at twenty-five lacks of rupees, his said Highness hath agreed to cede, by 
Article IV., lands estimated to yield annually the sum of twenty-six lacks of rupees, 
the additional lack being intended to meet possible deficiencies in the revenues of 
the said lands, and save the Honourable Company from loss. 

Article VII. After the conclusion of this treaty, and as soon as the British Resi- 
dent shall signify to his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, that the Honou- 
rable Company’s officers are prepared to take charge of the districts Ceded by Article 
IV., his Highness will immediately issue the necessary purwannatis or orders to 
his officers to deliver over charge of the same to the Honourable Company ; and it 
is hereby agreed and stipulated, that all collections made by his Highness’s oflicers, 
subsequently to the date of this treaty, and before the officers qf the Honourable 
Company shall have taken charge of the said districts, shall be carried to the credit 
of the Honour-able Company ; and all claims to balances from the said districts, 
referring to periods antecedent to the conclusion of this treaty, shall be considered 
as null and void. 

Article VIII. All forts situated within the districts to be ceded as aforesaid, shall 
be delivered to the officers of the Honourable Company with the said districts.: 
and his Highne.ss Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur engages, that the said forts 
shall be delivered to the Honourable Company without being injured or damaged, 
and with their ordinary equipment of ordnance, stores, and provisions. 

Article IX. Grain and all other articles of consumption, and provisions, and all 
sorts of materials for wearing apparel, together with the necessary numbers of cattle, 
horses, and camels, required for the use of the subsidiary force, shall be entirely 
exempted from duties ; and the commanding officer, and officers of the said sub- 
sidiary force, shall be treated in all respects in a manner suitable to tlie dignity and 

greatness 
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greatness of both States : the subsidiary force will at all times be ready to execute 
services of importance, such as the protection of the person of his Highness, his 
heirs and successors ; the overawing and chastisement of rebels, or exciters of 
disturbance in his Highness’s dominions, and due correction of Ins subjects or 
dependants, who may withhold payment of the Sircars’ just claims ; but it is not to 
be employed on trifling occasions, nor like Sebundy to be stationed in the country 
to collect the revenues, nor against any of the principal branches of the Marhatta 
empire, nor in levying contributions from Marhatta dependants in the manner of 
Moolkgeery. 

Arlicle X. Whereas much inconvenience has arisen from certain claims and 
demands of the Marhatta state, affecting the city of Surat, it is agreed, that a just 
calculation shall be ntade of the value of the said claims by his Highness Rao Pundit 
Pgrdhauu Bahaudur and the Government of Bombay ; and in consequence of the 
intimate friendship now established between the contracting parties, his Highness 
Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur agrees for himself, his heirs and successors, to 
relinquish for ever all the rights, claims, and privileges of the Marhatta state, 
affecting the said city of Surat ; and all collections on that account shall cease and 
determine from the day on which this treaty shall be concluded ; in consideration 
of which act of friendship, the Honourable Kast-lndia Company agrees, that a piece 
of land, yielding a sum equal to the estimated value of the said claims of the 
Marhatta state, shall be deducted from the districts ceded by Article IV. ; and 
on the same principle, and from similar considerations, his Highness further agrees^ 
that the amount of the collections made for the Poonah state, under the title of 
Nogabuikly, in the Purgunnahs of Chourassy and Chickley, shall be ascertained by 
an average taken from the receipts of a certain number of years, or by such other 
mode of calculation as may be determined on ; and his said Highness doth further 
agree for himself, his heirs and successors, to relinquish for ever the Nogabundy c< !• 
lections aforesaid, and they shall accordingly cease from the conclusion of this treaty ; 
and it is agreed and stipulated, that a piece of land yielding a sum equal to the 
amount of the said Nogabundy collections, shall be deducted from the districts 
ceded by Article IV., in the same manner as stipulated in regard to the Choutc of 
Surat. 

Article XI. Whereas it has been usual for liis Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahaudur to enlist and retain in his service, Europeans of different countries, his said 
Highness hereby agiees and stipulates, that in the event of war breaking out 
between the English and any European nation, and of discovery being made that 
any European, or I'.uropcans in his service, belonging to such nation at war with 
the English, shall have meditated injury towards the English, or have entered into 
intrigues hostile to their interests, such European, or Europeans, so oflending, 
shall be discharged by his said Highness, and not suffered to reside in his domi- 
nions. 

Article XII. Inasmuch as by the present treaty, the contracting parties are bound 
in a general defensive alliance for mutual defence and protection against all enemies, 
his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur consequently engages, never to 
commit any act of hostility' or aggression against his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah 
Bahaudur, or any of the Honourable Company’s allies or dependants, or against 
any of the principal branches of the Marhatta empire, or against any power what- 
ever : 
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ever: and in the event of differences arising, whatever adjustment the Company’s 
Government, weighing matters in the scale of truth and justice, may determine, 
sliall meet with full approbation and acquiescence. 

Article XIII. And whereas certain differences referring to past transactions, arc 
known to subsist between the Sircar of his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahau- 
dur, and the Sircar of his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah Bahaudur ; and whereas 
an amicable adjustment of those differences must be highly desirable for the welfare 
and benefit of both the said Sircars, his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, 
with a view to the above end, agrees, and acordingly binds himself, his heirs, and 
successors, to fulfil and conform to the stipulations of the treaty of Mhar ; and his 
• Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur further agrees, that on the basis of the 
fulfilment of the said treaty of Mhar, and of the claim of his Highness the Nabob 
Asoph Jah Bahaudur to be totally exempted from the payment of Choute, the 
Honourable Company’s Government shall be entitled to arbitrate and determine 
all such points as may be in doubt or difference between the Sircars of their High- 
nesses aforementioned : And his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur further 
agrees, that in the event of any differences arising between his Government and that 
of his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah Bahaudur at any future period, the particu- 
lars of such differences shall be communicated to the Honourable East-lndia Com- 
pany, before any act of hostility shall be committed on either side, and the said 
Honourable Company interposing their mediation in a way suitable to rectitude, 
friendship and union, and mindful of justice and established usage, shall apply 
themselves to the adjustment of all such differences conformably to propriety and 
truth, and shall bring the parties to a right understanding : And it is further agreed, 
that whatever adjustment of any such differences the Company’s Government, 
weighing things in the scale of truth and justice, shall determine, that determina- 
tion shall, without hesitation or objection, meet with the full approbation and 
acquiescence of both parties. It is, however, agreed, that this stipulation shall 
not prevent any amicable negociations which the Honourable Company, and the 
Courts of Poonah and Hyderabad respectively may be desirous of opening, provided 
no such negociation shall be carried on between any of the three parties without 
full communication thereof to each other. 

Article XIV. Whereas a treaty of friendship and alliance has been concluded 
between the Honourable Company, and Rajah Anund Rao Guikwar Bahaudur ; 
and whereas the said treaty was mediated and executed without any intention that 
it should infringe any of the just rights or claims of his HighnesS Rao Pundit Purd- 
haun Bahaudur affecting the Sircar of the said Rajah ; his said Highness adverting 
thereto, and also to the intimate aliiane'e now established between the contracting 
parties, doth hereby formally acknowledge the existence of the said treaty between 
the Honourable Company and Rajah Anund Rao Guikwair Bahaudur, and in as 
much as by reason of certain unfinished transactions, the conclusion of which has 
been suspended from time to time, various demands and papers of accounts arc 
found to subsist between the Government of his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahaudur, and the Sircar of the Rajah aforementioned : his said Highness placing 
full reliance on the impartiality, truth, and justice of the British Government, doth 
hereby agree, that the said Government shall examine into, and finally adjust the 
said demands and papers of accounts j and his said Highness further stipulates and 

binds 
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binds himself, his heirs, and successors, to at^e by such adjustment as the British 
Government shall accordingly detei mine. 

Article XV. The contracting parties will employ all practicable means of concilia- 
tion to prevent the calamity of war, and for that purpose will at all times be ready 
to enter into amicable explanations with other states, and to cultivate and improve 
the general relations of peace and amity with all the powers of India, according 
to the true spirit and tenor of this defensive treaty. But if a w'ar should unfor- 
tunately break out between the contracting parties and any other power whatever, 
then his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur engages, that with the reserve of 
two battalions of sepoys, which are to remain near his Highness’s person, the 
residue of the British subsidiary force, consisting of four battalions of s^oys, with 
their artillery, joined by six thousand infantry and ten thousand horse, of his High- 
ness’s own troops, and making together an army of ten thousand infantry and ten 
thousand cavalry, with the requisite train of artillery, and warlike stores of every 
kind, shall be immediately put in motion for the purpose of opposing the enemy ; 
and bis Highne^ likewise engages to employ every further effort in his power, for 
the purpose of bringing into the field, as speedily as possible, the whole force which 
he may be able to supply from his dominions, with a view to the effectual prosecu- 
tion and speedy termination of the said- war. The Honourable Company, in the 
same manner, engage, on their parts, in this case, to employ in active opcratlens 
against the enemy, the largest force which they may be able to ihrnish dvef and 
above the said subsidiary force. 

Article ILVl. Whenever war shall a p pea r probablfe, his Highness Rao Pundit 
Purdhaun Bahaudur engages to cdlcct as mahy Bunjaries as possible, and to store 
as much grain as may be practicable in his frontier garrisons. 

Article XVII. As by the present treaty, the union and friendship of the two 
States arc so firmly cemented, that they may be considered as one and the same, 
his Highnc*8s Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur engages, neither to commence nor 
to pursue in future any negociations with any other power whatever, without giv- 
ing previous notice, and entering into mutual consultation with the honourable 
East-India Company’s Government : and the honourable Company’s Government 
on their parts hereby declare, that they have no manner of concern w'hh any of 
his Highness’s children, relations, subjects, or servants, with respect to W’hom his 
Highness is absolute. 

Article XVIII. Ift as. much as by the present treaty of general defensive alliance, 
the ties of union are, with the blessing t)f God, so closely drawn, that the interests 
of the two States are become identified ; it is further mutually agreed, that if dis- 
turbances shall at any tinve break out in the districts ceded to the honourable Com- 
pany by this agreement, his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur shall permit 
such a pr(;portion of the subsidiary troops as may be requisite to be employed in 
quelling the same within the said districts. If disturbances shall at any time brpk 
out in any part of his Highness’s dominions contiguous to the Company’s frontier, 
to which it might be inconvenient to detach any proportion of the subsidiary force, 
the British Government, in like manner, if required by his Highness Rao Pundit 
Purdhaun Bahaudur, shall direct such ^oportion of the troops ; the Company 
as may be naeat-coftvenicntly stationed for the purpose, to assist in quelling the said 
disturbances within his Highness’s dorainiions. • ’ 

Article 
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Artick XIX. It is finally declared, that this treaty, ssrhich, according to the 
foregoing articles, is meant for the support and credit of his said Highness’s 
Government, and to preserve it from loss and decline, shall last as long as the sun 
and moon shall endure. 


Signed^ sealed ^ and exchanged ^ at Basseiny the %tst of December, 
A. D. 1802, or the $th of Ramzaun, if. 12x7. 



1 The Seal of \ 

/ The Pcish wah’s \ 


\ Pundit Purdhaun.y 

\ Signature. \ 

A true Copy, 

(Signed) 

B. CLOSE, Resident at Poonah. 

A true Cqpy, 

(Signed) 

M. WILKS, Private Secretary. 


SCHEDULE of the Territories ceded in perpetuity by his Highness Bajee Rao 
Rogonaut Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, to the Honourable English East-India Com- 
pany Bahaudur, agreeably to the fourth Article of the annexed Treaty. 

First. From the Province of Guzerat, and Territories South thereof : 

Dundooka, togetha- with Choora Ranapore and Bogo, 1,05,000 
Cambay Choute and Nagpoor — — 60,000 


SOUTH OF THE TATTEE. 

Purnair — — 

Bootar — — 

Buwanny . — — — 

Bulrar — — 

Panhole — — 

Soopa — — — 

Sarbaun — — 

Wallore — — 

Bamdookufba < — — 

Waunsda Choute — — 

Durumpoory Choute — 

Surat Choute — — 

Customs — — 


27.000 
6,200 
8,800 

8 5,000 
107,000 

51.000 

30.000 

30.000 
7,900 

7.000 

9.000 
42,100 

83.000 


Oolpar 

Hansood 

Ocliseer 

Nundavy 


BETWEEN THE NERBUDDA AND TAPTEE. 


3,16,000 

85.000 

78.000 

65.000 


Total South of the Taptce, and between the Taptce 

andNerbudda — — 10,38,020 


Deduct 
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Deduct 20 per cent, on account of decrease of Revenue 2,07,600 

8,30,400 

Nakabundy of Chourassy and Chicklcy — — 20,000 

Phoolparap Coomaria, Cattugaum — — 5,000 

25,000 

Second. From the Territories near the Toombudra. 

Savanoor twenty-six Talooks — 10,22,838 

From Bankapoor — — 5,56,762 

— 15,79,600 

Grand Total, 26,00,000 

Signed, sealed, and exchanged, at Jiassein, the Z\st of December, 

A, D> 1802, or the 5th of Ramzaun, A. H. 1217 . 



A true Copy, (Signed) B. CLOSE, Resident at Poonah, 

A true Copy, (Signed) M. WILKS, Private Secretary. 


O 
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CALCUTTA GAZETFES EXTRAORDINARY. 

Fort William, Augujl 29, 1 803. 

A uthentic intelligence has been received at Fort William, of the successful 
commencement of operations against Dowlut Rao Scindiah, by the forces 
under the command of Major General Wellesley. On the 8th instant, the large 
fortified Pettah of Ahmednuggur was carried by escalade with the utmost gallantry 
and rapidity. This operation was effected immediately upon the arrival of the army 
on its ground before Ahmednuggur, by the advanced picquets, reinforced by the 
flank companies of his Majesty’s 74th and 78th regiments, and the ist battalion of 
3d Madras regiment native infantry, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Harness, the Field Officer of the day. 

The official advices of this success have not reached Fort William j but it appears 
by the intelligence received, that the loss sustained on the occasion by the British 
troops amounted to 



Captains. 

Subalterns. 

Serjeants. 

Drummers. 

Rank and 
FUe. 

Total. 

Killed, 

Wounded, 

2 

0 

I 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 1 

30 

14 

33 


The names of the officers stated to have been killed in the assault, are Captains 
Grant and Humberstone, and Lieutenant Anderson of his Majesty’s 78th regiment. 

Lieutenant Wilson of his Majesty’s 74th regiment, and Lieutenant Plenderleath, 
of the 1 St battalion 3d Madras regiment native infantry, are stated to have been 
wounded. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Government. 


Fort William, August 31,1 803. 

AUTHENTIC intelligence has been received at Fort William, of the capitulation 
of the important fortress of Ahmednuggur to the forces under the command of 
Major General Wellesley. 

The fortified Pettah having been taken by escalade on the 8th instant, batteries 
were opened on the night of the 9th against the fort. 

On the I oth the Killedar of the fort requested permissiem to send an officer to 
confer witli Major General Wellesley, and desired at the same time, that the fire 
from the batteries might cease. Major General Wellesley agreed to receive an 
officer from the fort, but refused to interrupt the fire of the batteries. 

On 
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On the I ith the fortress capitulated. 

The terms of the capitulation are, that the garrison should march out on the 
1 2th at noon with their arms, and that all private property should be saved to the 
inhabitants. 

Hostages had been delivered into the hands of Major General Wellesley, to be 
detained until the evacuation of the fortress should acutually be completed ; and all 
operations against the fort had ceased on the iitli instant. 

No account has been received of any loss sustained by the British troops under 
the command of Major General Wellesley since the 8th instant. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Gov'ernor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Government, 


Fori WiUiftm, September 8, 1803. 

HIS Excellency the most noble the Governor General has received a dwpatch 
from the honourable Major General Wellesley, of which the following extract is 
published for general information ; — 

MY LORD, Ca/iip at Ahmednv^ur^ Avpist 12, 1803. 

The weather cleared up so much on the 7th instant, as to allow me to march to 
this place on the 8th ; 1 had in the morning dispatched a messenger to the Killedar 
of Ahmednuggur, to require him to surrender diis fort ; and, on my arrival in the 
neighbourhooci of the Pettah, I offered covvlc to the inhabitants. This was refused, 
as the Pettah was held by a body of Arabs, who were supported by a battalion of 
Scindiah's regular infantry, and a body of liorsc encamped in an open space between 
the Pettah and the fort. 

I immediately attacked the Pettah with the picquets of the infantry reinforced by 
the flank companies of the 78th regiment, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Harness ; in another place with the 74th regiment, and first of the 8th, under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Wallace ; and in a third with the flank companies 
of the 74th, and the first battalion 3d regiment, under the command of Captain 
Vesey. 'I’he Pettah wall was very lofty, and defended by towers, and had no ram- 
parts, so that when the troops had ascended to the attack, they had no ground 
on which they could stand ; and the Arabs who occupied the towers defended their 
post with their usual obstinacy. At length they were obliged to quit the wall, and 
fled to the houses, from which they continued a destructive fire upon the troops. 
Scindiah’s regular infantry also attacked our troops after they had entered the 
Pettah. In a short time, however, after a brisk and gallant contest, we were com- 
pletely masters of it ; but with the loss of some brave officers and soldiers, as your 
Excellency will perceive by the enclosed return. The enemy’s loss was, from the 
nature of the contest, necessarily much greater than ours ; and on the night of the 
8th, all that part of their force, which was not required for the defence of the fort, 
went off to the northward j including all the Arabs who survived the contest in 
the Pettah, excepting a small number who attended one of their wounded chiefs 
who could not be removed farther than the fort. 

On the 9th I reconnoitred the ground in the neighbourhood of the fort, and on 
that evening Lieutenant Colonel Wallace, with five companies of the 74th regiment, 
and the ad battalion 1 2th regiment, seized a position within four hundred yards of 
it, on which, in the course of that night, a battery was constructed for four guns, 
to take off the defences on the side on which I proposed to make the attack. This 
opened at day-light on the loth j and it was so advantageoufly placed, and fired with 

O a such 
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.such effect, as to Induce the Killcdar to desire that I should cease firing, in order 
that he might send a person to treat for his surrender. In my answer 1 told him, 
tliat 1 should not cea.se firing till I should have taken the fort, or he should have sur- 
r, ndcred it ; but that I sliould listen to whatever he was desirous to communicate. 

Yesterday morning he sent out two vakeels to propose to surrender the fort, on 
condition that he should be allowed to depart with his garrison, and that he should 
have his private property. 

Although I consented to this proposal, it was five in the evening before the hos- 
tages arrived in camp, without w'hose presence I refused to stop the fire from the 
British batteries. According to his engagement, however, the Killcdar marched out 
of the fort this morning, wdth a garrison consisting of 1400 men, and the troops 
under my command took possession of it. 

In this manner has this fort fiillcn into our hands ; our loss since the 8th has been 
trifling, which 1 attribute much to the spirit with which our attacks on that day 
were carried on. 

I have to draw' your Excellency’s notice tow’ards the conduct of the troops, parti- 
cularly on that occasion, and towards Lieutenant Colonels Harness, Wallace, and 
Maxwell, who commanded in the trenches. Captain Beauman commanding the 
artillery. Captain Johnson of the engineers, and Captain Heitland of the pioneers, in 
the short subsequent siege. 

Your Excellency must be well acquainted with the advantageous situation of the 
fort of Ahmednuggur on the frontier of his Highness the Nizam, covering Poonah, 
and as an important point of support to all our future operations to the northward. 
It is considered in this country as one of its strongest forts ; and excepting Vellore 
in the Carnatic, is the strongest country fort that I have seen. It is in excellent 
repair, excepting in the part exposed to the fire of the British troops. 

I shall hereafter have the honour of transmitting to your Excellency an account 
of the ordnance, stores, and grain, which it contains. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, with the greatest respect. 

Your Excellency’s most obedient and faithful humble Servant, 

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 


Return. 
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Return of the Kilted and TVounded of his Mniesiy's and the Homurahle Cowpan\^s Troops^ anupcsinp^ a Detiiehmi 
in advance of the Grand Army^ undtr the Command of Aiajor^general the Honourable A. Wr i.LlSLl- Y, in the 
sank of the City of Ahmednu^gur^ on the Ztto August y 1803 ; and on the ^ih, loth^ a/id i ithy during the Siege 
the Fort of Ahmednuggur* 


CAMP AT APIMEDNUGGUR, Aug. 12, 1803. 
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rCaptuln CIrant, 7 Htli regitnonf. 

t ' Captain Hiimbci stone, VH'.Ij ditto. 

I.ieutctunt Anderson, 7Hth ditto, 

Lieut. Pleiuleric.uli, I^t l)at. :U] n K. I. 

C Lieutenant Wilson, 7 dth reptnent. 
i^iaeutcuam Larkins, 7 Hth ditto. 

(Sitniedj H. BARCLAY, I)epy. Adjt. Gen. in L sore 
Published by command ofhis Excellency tlio Most Noble the Gosa rnf^r General in Coiinri!, 

J. Li'.asnt.v, Chid Ser. 10 the C’Mfvcrmncnr. 


Killed . 


W'^ou tided 


Gpieral Orders^ by his Excellency the Mat Noble t/jc Governo?' General in CounciL 

Fori IViHianiy September P>, 1S03. 

THE Governor General in Connell having received from Major General the Hon. 
Arthur Wellesley, the official account of the rcxiucticni of the important hirlress ol 
Ahmednuggur, by the forces under the command of that oflicer, is pleased to signiiy 
the high approl^ation wdth which liis Excellency in Council has ob.scrvcd the judg- 
ment, promptitude, and skill, inaiilfcstcd by Major General Wellesley, in directing 
'the operations of the forces under his command, on that critical occasion. 

His Excellency in Council is pleased to direct Major General Wellesley to notify 
to the officers and troops under his command, tfiat the Governor General in Council 
has derived the most cordial satisfaction, from the distinguished alacrity, gallantry, 
and spirit, wliich they displayed in the attack upon the Peltah, and in the subsequent 
siege of the fort of Ahmednuggur ; and the Governor General in Council has re- 
marked, with particular approbation, the conduct of Lieutenant Colonels Harness, 
Wallace, and Maxwell ; of Captain Bcauman, ot the Artillery ; of Captain Johnson, 
of the Engineers ; and of Captain Heitland, of the Pioneers. 


The 


j L'rumincr-«. 
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The Governor General in Council deeply laments the loss of Captains Grant and 
Humberstone, of Lieutenants Anderson and Plenderleath ; and of the brave soldiers 
who fell in the successful contest of the 8th of August. The memory of those gallant 
clficers and soldiers, who have fallen with honour in the public service, will be re- 
garded with affection and respect, by their Sovereign and their country. 

By command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

L. Hook, Sec. to the Government, MU. Dept. 


Tort William, September 8, 1 803. 

A Dispatch, of which the following Is an extract, has been received this day, by his 

Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, from his Excellency the Com- 
mander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Most Noble Marqtjis Wellesley, Gevernor General, &c. &c. 

MY LORD, 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, that I attacked Mr. Perron’s force 
this morning, which was strongly posted with their right extending to the fort of 
Ally Ghur, and their entire front protected by a deep morass, which obliged me to 
change my original plan of attack; and detour considerably to the right, to turn 
their left flank, which I completely effected, dislodging a body of troops which were 
posted in a village in the enemy’s front. 

On moving forward with the cavalry in two lines, supported by the line of infantry 
and guns, the enemy immediately retired after a very few shot from the cavalry 
guns, which did some execution. 

Several attempts were made to charge some considerable bodies of cavalry, who 
made an appearance of standing, but the rapidity of their retreat prevented the pos- 
sibility of effecting it so completely as I could have wished ; but I have reason to 
believe, that in consequence of the operations of this day, many of his confederates 
have left him. 

My loss in men and horses is very inconsiderable, and no officer. 

I have the pleasure to assure your Lordship, that the zeal, activity, and steadiness, 
displayed by both officers and men, afforded me entire satisfaction, and deserve my 
warmest praise. 

My staff afforded me every assistance, and I feel myself under great obligations to 
them. 

From every information I can obtain, immediately on our advancing, Mr. Perron, 
with his body guard, retired towards Agra, and has left Colonel Pedron in charge of 
the fort. 

I am at present encamped to the southward of the fort, and the town of Coel is 
occupied by one of my battalions. 1 have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful and humble servant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters, Camp before Ally Ghur, August 29, 1803. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Government. 

General 
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Cftitral Orders^ by hh E:(cetlmcy the Most Noble the Governor Genera! in Counci!. 

Fort Williamy Sepiemb jr ^ 

The Governor General in Council is pleased to olTer his most cordial tha iks ai d 
congratulations to his Excellency the Commander in Chief, upt)n the distinguish, d 
ability, energy, and success of the conduct of the forces under his Excelhncy’s p r- 
sonal command, in the Judicious and gallant attack of the forces under the coa mand 
of Mr. Perron, in the vicinity of Coel, on the 29th of August. 

His Excellency in Council has received with the most sincere pleasure, the Com- 
mander in Chief's report of the zeal, activity, and steadiness displayed by the olllt ers 
and men, and of the meritorious services of the staff, on that import.ant occ.ision. 

The Governor General in Council is pleased to direct the ('ommander in Chief to 
signify to the officers and men employed in the action of the epth of August, that 
the conduct of the army on that day has obtained the high approbation of his Excel- 
lency in Council ; has confirmed the reputation and honour of thtf British arms in 
India ; and has secured the most important advantages to the cause of the allies, in 
the prosecution of the war, and in the speedy establishment of permanent peace. 

By command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

L. Hook, Sec. to the Govt. Mil. Dept. 


Fort Wiiliam, gtb September y 1803. 

A Dispatch, of which the following is an extract, has been received this day, by 

his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, from his Excellency the 

Commander in Chief. 

MV LORD, 

ri' is with infinite satisfaction I inform your Lordship, that the inhabitants of this 
part of the country arc coming in fast, and manifest a wish of being protected by 
the British Government, and that in consequence of my having caused it to be made 
known to the head men of the villages in this neighbourhood, that it is not my inten- 
tion to molest either the person.s or properties of such of the inhabitants as shall claim 
my protection, I have the pleasure to say, that the people who had dc.sertcd the 
town of Coel on our approach yesterday, are returning fast to their houses, and the 
town is nearly repeopled ; indeed they have every reason to be satisfied, as the instant 
this position was gained, a battalion was posted in Coel to prevent plunder, by which 
means very little loss was sustained by the inhabitants. 

I learn from all quarters, that most of the enemy’s cavalry who opposed us yester- 
day, have returned to their homes, declaring their inability to oppose the English. 

From every account I can receive, the number of cavalry opposed to us amounted 
to fifteen or twenty thousand. 

The country in our rear is in a state of perfect tranquillity, nor has it been mo- 
lested by a single horseman. 

I have sent into the fort a summons in English and French, which will, I trust, 
have tlie desired effect. I have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful and humble servant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters, Camp before AUy Ghur, August 30, 1803. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Goverment. 
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Fort Willtam^ September lo, 1803. 
To Captain Lionel Hook, Sec. to the Govt. Mil. Dept, 

SIR, 

I HAVE the honour, by order of the Commander in Chief, to forvrard to you, 
for the information of his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in 
Council, a return of the killed, wounded, and missing, in the action which took 
place yesterday, between the British army and that of General Perron. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

your obedient servant, 

D. OCHTERLONY, 

Head Quarters, Camp at Coel, August 30, 1803. Deputy Adjut. General. 

Return of the Killed, Wounded, and Missing, in the id and 3d Brigades of Cavalry. 

Camp at Coelf August 29, 1803. 
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Published by Command of his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in Council, 

L. Hook, Sec. to the Govt. Mil. Dept. 


— — Fort William, September 15, 1803., 

A Dispatch, of which the following is a copy, has been received this day by his 
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, from his Excellency the Com- 
mander in Chief. 

To his F-xceikney the Most Noble MARCtjTis WicLi.i;si,EV, Governor General, Sifr. ^r. 

MY LORD, 

IT is with inexpressible satisfaction that I have the honour to report to your 
Lordship, the capture of the fort of Ally Ghur this morning by assault. 

Having spent some days in fruitless endeavours to save the unnecessary effusion 
of blood, o 1 finding that the natives persisted obstinately in their determination of 
resistance , and rejected every overture I made, I found myself under the necessity of 

<lctermining 
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determining on some decisive measure, and after maturely considering the proba- 
bility of success, with tl\e obstacles that opposed us, I judged it preferable to carry it 
by assault, than to lose time by the slow’^er operations of a siege. 

In consequence of this resolution, I ordered the Honourable Lieutenant Colonel 
Monson to lead the attack, composed of four companies of his Majesty's 76th regi- 
ment, and the ist battalion of the 4th regiment nat*/c infantry under Lieut. Colonel 
Brown, with a detachment of the 17th native regiment under Captain Bagshavv. 

Colonel Horsford, of the artillery, covered their advance by a heavy fire from 
batteries in situations which had been previously determined on. 

I attribute the success of this attack entirely to the gallantry and steady conduct 
displayed by the Hon. Lieutenant Cadoncl Monson, in leading on his men under a 
most galling fire of musketry and grape, against a fort Iiitlicrto deemed impregnable, 
and defended on all sides with tlie utmost olxstiiiac} . 

It would be injustice in me, were I not to mention the disllnguishcd bravery of 
the men of his Majesty’s 76tli regiment, w lio, notwithstanding the loss of many of 
their officers, steadily persevered, till the attainment of their object was cftcctcd. 

To Colonel Brown, of the 1st battalion of the 4th regiment, who has received a 
severe wound, and to the whole of the oiricers of that battalion, whose exertions on 
this occasion were most meritorious, my praise is justl) due. 

To Major Mac Lend, who gallantly led the 76111 regiment, after Colonel Monson 
was wounded ; and to Captain Shipton of the artillery, who liad charge of the guns 
that forced the gate, both of whom, though wounded, still remained at their post, 1 
feel myself much indebted. 

To Colonel Horsford, who commanded tlic artillery, as well as to Captains Robert- 
son and Greene, who commanded the covering batteries, I feel myself under infinite^ 
obligations ; and, indeed, that whole corps merit my w^armest praise, for the gallantry 
displayed on this occasion, as well as on every other in which they have been engaged. 

It is with extreme sorrow I lament the loss of many valuable officers of lus Ma- 
jesty’s 76th regiment, and also of the Honourable Company’s service. 

I am sorry to add, that Colonel Monson’s wound is dangerous, and I fear I shail 
at all events be deprived of the services of this gallant officer for some time. 

I shall have the honour to forward to your Lordship, as soon as possible, returns 
of the killed and wounded officers and men of the army under my command ; 
which, considering the nature of tlie attack, are as few as could be expected. 

1 feel I shall be wanting in justice to the merits of Mr. Lucan, an officer, a native 
^)f Great Britain, who lately quitted the service of Scincliah, to avoid serving against 
his country, were I not to recommend him to your Lordship’s particular attention. 
He gallantly undertook to lead Colonel Monson to the gate, and point out the road 
through the fort, which he elfected in a most gallant manner ; and Colonel Monson 
has reported having received infinite benefit from his services. If you deem Iiim 
worthy of any mark of your Excellency's favour, it will afford me great satisfaction 
if his services are rewarded by Government. 1 have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters y Camp^ Ally Ghur^ September 4, 1803. 

P. S. I have the honour to enclose correct returns of the officers killed and 
wounded in the attack this morning. 

M. Pedron, who commanded in the fort, is our prisoner. He was the only 
European in the garrison. (Signed) G. L. 

Copy 


P 
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Copy of the ist brigade Return of Killed^ Wounded^ and Missings 4//; September^ 1803. 

His Majesty'* s j 6 th Regiment. 

Killed — Captain Cameron— Lieutenants Fleming, Browne, Campbell — Lieutenant 
and Adjutant St. Aubin. 

Wounded — Honourable Lieut. Colonel Monson — Major Mac Lcod — Lieutenant 
Sinclair — Ensign Fraser — Forty men as yet ascertained. 

I st Batialion /^ih Regiment Native Infantry. 

Killed — Lieutenant John Turton, 

Wounded — Lieutenant Colonel Browne — Captain Berry — Lieut. Andre — Ensign 
Burgess. 

Number of Sepoys killed and wounded, not yet known. 

2d Battalion /\ih Regiment Native Infantry. 

Being in the fort, as yet not known. 

2d Battalion lyth Regiment Native Infantry. 

Wounded — Captain Bagshaw — Lieutenant Boscawen. 

Number of Sepoys killed and wounded, not yet ascertained. 

Ariillery. 

Wounded — Captain Shipton. 

Number of men killed and wounded, not yet ascertained. 

(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Military Sccretarw 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. Lumsdkn, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


General Orders^ by bis Excellency the Most Noble the Governor Ge?icral in Council. 

Fort William^ September 15, 1803. 

'Ehc Governor General in Council, under the strongest Impressions of public grail- 
tude, notifies to the army, his unfeigned admiration of the distinguished conduct of 
1 he forces employed under tlie personal command of his Excellency General Lake, 
in the gallant and successful assault of the strong fort of Ally Ghur on the njtli 
instant. 

The proposal of surrender offered by the Commander in Chief to the garrison 
linmediately after the retreat of Mr. Perron’s forces, afford the most convincing 
proof, that the humanity of the British character is intimately connected witli the 
spirit of alacrity and valour, wliich marked tlic Commander in Chief’s judicious 
resolution to meet the obstinacy of the enemy by an immediate assault of the place. 

Tlte judgment and energy manifested by the Commander in Chief in the plan of 
the attack, correspond with the intrepidity, spirit, and perseverance of Iiis brave 
officers and soldiers, in executing the orders of their able and gallant General; and 
the glorious result of the assault has considerably augmented the reputation of the 
British name and the honour of llie British arms in India. 

'I'hc Governor General in Council is pleased to direct the Commander In Cliief to 
express the particular and most distinguished approbation with w liich his Excellency 
in Council has viewed the courage, firmness, and ability, displayed by the Hon. 
Lieutenant Colonel Monson in leading the attack, under circumstances of the utmost 
degree of difficulty and danger. A strong sense of the interests of the public service, 
and a desire to witness a continuance of the glorious success of the British arms in 
India, render the Governor General in Council sincerely anxious, that this excellent 

officer, 
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ofliccr, (repeatedly distinguished by his conduct in various exigencies of the service,) 
may speedily be enabled to resume the command of his gallant corps, and to augment 
his claims upon the gratitude and applause of his country. 

"J'he Governor-General in Council also directs the Commander In Chief to signify 
to Lieutenant Colonel Browne, of the ist battalion 4th regiment native infantry, 
and to all the officers of that battalion, that his Excellency in Council entertains the 
highest sense of their meritorious exertions, and warmly approves their honourable 
services. 

The Governor General In Council also desires, that his particular approbation may 
be signified to Major Mac Lcod of the 76th regiment, to Captain Shipton of the 
artillery, and also to Lieutenant Colonel Horsford, Captains Robertson and Greene. 

It is with the greatest satisfaction that tlie Governor General In Council expresses 
his applause of the bravery, discipline, and steadiness of the men of his Majesty’s 
76th regiment, and of tlie corps of artillery, as well as of all the soldiers who were 
cmploycei on this brilliant service. 

Tlie loss of Captain Cameron, Lieutenants Fleming, Browne, Campbell, St. Aubin, 
and 'Jurton, is deplored by the Governor General in Council. Their country, their 
friends, and tliclr King, will however receive consolation for that loss, in reflecting 
upon tlic glory of their achievements, and upon tlie public advantage of their 
illustrious example. ^ 

d'lic (kwernor General in Council directs the Commander in Chief to signify to 
Mr. Lucan, the approbation with wdiicli his Excellency in Council has remarked tlir 
services rendered by tliat gentleman to the cause of his native country, in the spirited 
exertion of British courage and public zeal. It is highly satisfactory to his Excel- 
Icncy in Council to observe this meritorious example of a just attention to the duty 
which every British subject owes to the British Government in India. The Governor 
General in Council will not fail to reward the services of Mr. Lucan, in such manner 
as shall be recommended by the Commander in Chief. 

The Governor General in Council relies with confidence on the approved character 
of tliis army, and of the Commander in Chief, tliat their unabated magnanimity, 
.skill, and perseverance, will be attended with a continuance of success, proportionate 
to the justice of our cause, and to the superiority of our arms. 

By command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

L. Hook, Sec. to Govt. Mil. Dept. 
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Fcrt William, September i6, 1803. 

The following correct return of the killed and wounded at the assault of Ally 
Gjiur, received this day from his Excellency the Commander in Chief, is published 
for general information : 


Return of the Killed and Wounded, at the Astault of Ally Ghur, on the Morning of the £yh 

September^ * 803 . 
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Names of Officers Killed and Wounded. 

Artillery .~Captain Shipton, wounded. 

76th regiment. — Killed — Captain Cameron — Lieutenants Fleming, Browne, Camp- 
bell, and Lieutenant and Adjutant St, Aubin. 

Wounded. — The Hon. Lieutenant Colonel Monson, Major Mac Lcod, Lieutenant 
Sinclair, and Ensign Fraser. 

ist battalion 4th regiment. — Killed — Lieutenant Turton. 

Wounded. — Lieutenant Colonel Browne, Captain Bcrric, Lieutenant Andre, and 
Ensign Burgess. 

4 Companies 17th regiment. — Wounded — Captain Bagshaw, and Lieut. Boscawen. 

J. GERARD, Adj. General. 

Published by command of liis Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. Lumsdln, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


Fort William^ Scpte?7iber 18, 1803. 

Dispatches were this day received by the Governor General, from liis Excellency 
the Commander in Chief, dated from camp at Soomna, on the 7lh of September, by 
which it appears, that Mons. Perron, late Commander of the forces of Dowlut Rao 

Scindiah, 
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Scindiah, having resigned the service of -that chieftain, had applied by letter, dated 
the 5th of September, for permission to pass with his family, property, and the 
officers of his suite, to Lucknow, through the territories of the Honourable Company, 
and of the Nawaub Vizier, and had also applied for a sufficient escort, to be composed 
either of British troops, or of his own body guard ; his Excellency General Lake 
liad immediately complied with Mons. Perron's request, and had accordingly per- 
mitted that officer to proceed through the British territories, attended by a British 
officer, who had been appointed to meet Mons. Perron on the frontier, and to con- 
duct him to Lucknow. His Excellency, General Lake, had also permitted Mons. 
Perron to be escorted by his own body guard, and had provided for the reception of 
Mons. Perron in the Company’s territories, and those of the Nawaub Vizier, with 
every mark of respect and honour. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
tlie Governor General in Council, 

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 

Fort Willia?)!^ Scptcribcr 21, 1803. 

On the 2d instant, a body of predatory horse, commanded by a French oflleer, 
attacked the cantonment of Shekoabad, on the frontier of the district of Ktawali. 
I'hc Britisli force at that post, consisting of five companies of tlic first battalion of 
the eleventh regiment of native infantry, with one gun, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Coningham, continued to resist the attack of the enemy’s cavalry 
during the greater part of the day, with great resolution and spirit, and at length 
succeeded in repulsing the enemy. The enemy appear to have suffered considerably, 
and to have lost several officers on tliis occasion. The conduct of Lieutenant 
Colonel Coningham, and of the troops under his command, on this occashm, 
received the high approbation of his Excellency the Commander in Chief, ex- 
pressed in general orders. 

On the 4th instant Idcutcnant Colonel Coningham was again attacked by the 
enemy’s troops, to whom he opposed a spirited resistance for some hours ) but 
having reason to believe tliat their number was so considerable as to render fur- 
ther resistance ineffectual, he surrendered, on condition that his detachment should 
be permitted to march to Cawnpore, with their arms and ammunition, and the gun 
attached to the corps ; that all private property should be protected, and that tlic 
detachment should not serve during the war with Dowlut Kao Scindiah. These 
terms were faithfully observed by the enemy, and the detachment accordingly 
marched to Cawnpore. 

His Excellency the Commander in Chief on the night of the ath instant, detached 
a force to Shekoabad. Intelligence has been received of tlie arrival of that force at 
the place of its destination, and of the retreat of the whole of the enemy’s troops 
from the Company’s dominions. 

The following arc the names of the officers wounded in the attack of Shekoabad : 
Lieutenant Colonel Coningham, 

Captain Lamborne, 

Captain Winbolt — Artillery, 

The number of Sepoys stated to be killed and wounded is sixty-three. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. Lumsden, Chief See. to the Government. 


Lieutenant Stoneham, 
Ensign lIcyslKim. 
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Fort William^ September 23, 1803. 

A Dispatch of which the following is a copy, has been received this day, by his Ex- 
cellency the Most Noble the Governor General, from his Excellency the Com- 
mander in Chief. 

To bis Excellency the Most Noble Makqihs Wellescxy, Governor General, is'e. c. 

MY LORD, 

I have the satisfaction to inform your Lordship, that after a niarcli of eighteen 
miles, this morning I learnt that the enemy in great force, under Mr. Louis, had 
crossed the Jumna from Delhi, with the intention of attacking us. 

When we had encamped, we found our posts were attacked by a body of tlic 
enemy. On reconnoitring to our front, I found that the enemy’s whole army were 
drawn up in order of battle ; I immediately ordered out the whole line, and ad- 
vanced to attack them in front. 

The enemy opposed to us a tremendous fire from a numerous artillery, which v a-. 
uncommonly w^ell served, and caused us considerable loss in oJlicers and men ; but 1 
have the satisfaction to add, that our advance under a most heavy cannonaefe, and 
actual charge of the enemy, at about one hundred paces distant, caused a most 
precipitate retreat, and left in our possession the whole of their artillery. 

The cavalry pursued the fugitives to the Jumna, making great havoc, and numbers 
were drowned in attempting to cross. 

In short, 1 have only to express my entire approbation of the gallantry of the 
troops under my command, during the whole of this most brilliant action ; and 
sliall have the honour to detail it more particularly to-morrow', which the lateness 
of the hour prevents me doing at present. 

The whole army v/as under arms from three this morning till this moment. 

1 have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters, Camp opposite Delhi, Half past seven P. M. Sept, n, 1803. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Government. 


Fort William, September 24, 1803. 
A Dispatch, of which the following is a copy, has been received this day, by his Ex- 
cellency the Most Noble the Governor General, from his Excellency the Com- 
mander in Chief. 

To bis Excellency the Most Noble M.'VRQpis Wellesley, &V. Isfc. ^c. 

MY LORD, 

My letter of yesterday will have Informed your Lordship of the total defeat of the 
force under Mr. Louis. The lateness of the hour prevented my detailing the opera- 
tions of the day as fully as I couhi have wished. 

I cannot find terms sufficiently strong to express the high sense I entertain of the 
gallant services performed by the whole of the officers and men in the army under 
my command. 


TTTl 
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When the length of our march (upwards of ciglitecn miles,) is considcrcvl, the 
fatigue the whole army underwent, and that we were exposed to a most galling hre 
from the enemy of grape and chain shot, M'hile advancing in line, the operations of 
yesterday must ever rcllect the higliest credit on all descriptions of troops engaged ; 
and cannot fail of striking the enemy wirJi a dread of our army ; and prove to them, 
that opposition to such superior discipline and courage, is useless. 

1 o Major General Ware, who commanded the right wing, and to the Honourable 
Maior General St, John, who commanded the left, I feel myself under infinite obli- 
gations. Tlie former, I am sorry to say, received a very severe contusion, while ad- 
vancing with the right wing. 

M ijor General St. Jolin was opposed to tlic enemy’s right ; the steadiness and 
ability displayed by the Honourable the Major General, quickly surmounted every 
dilliculty, and forced the enemy to retire in disorder with very heavy loss. 

do Colonel St. Leger, who commanded the cavalry, my warmest praises arc due ; 
the steadiness and gallantry of the whole corps, both Europeans and Natives, under 
a formidable fire of artillery, docs them infinite honour. 

After the gallant and steady charge of his Majesty’s 76th regiment, led by Captain 
Boyce, and the whole of the infantry line, who advanced to within one hundred 
paces of the enemy, without taking their firelocks from their shoulders, when they 
fired a volley, and rushed on with the bayonet, with a cletcrminati(ni nothing could 
resist, liad forced the enemy to abandon their formidable artillery ; Colonel Si. 
Leger, with tlic cavalry under his comniaiid, moved rapidly forvvarcl, wlicn a dread- 
ful slaughter ensued ; l)y a well-timed inancruvrc of tlic Coloncrs in intercepting 
their retreat to the Jumna, mucli execution was done : the enemy’s confusion was 
such, that many were drowned in attempting' to cross the river. 

To Colonel Horsford, and every ofiiccr of the corps of artillery, I feel myself in- 
finitely indebted for their meritorious exertions on tlic occasion. 

The number of the enemy’s guns already collected is between filty and sixty ; and 
1 expect many more before the evening. 1 shall have the lionour to forward a re- 
gular return of the enemy’s ordnance to morrow. 

1 have to lament the loss of many officers and men killed and wounded in 
this action, returns of which shall be transmitted for your Lordship’s information. 

From the extreme heal and fatigue that both officers and men experienced, I 
have to regret the loss of Major Middleton, of the 3d native cavalry, and Cor- 
net Sanguine, of the 27th light dragoons, as well as of several Luropean soldiers, 
who fell from t!ic efibets of the sun. 

I have to lament the loss of Captain Robert McGregor (Persian interpreter in the 
field,) who fell when advancing in a gallant style. 

The consequences of this victory arc, the evacuation of the city and forts of Delhi, 
and the dispersion of the enemy in all directions. 

At the earnest request of his Majefty, v ho is anxious to ])ut himself under tlic 
protection of the British Government, I shall cross the river with my army, as 
soon as a sufficient number of boats can be procured. 

My stalk, as usual, conducted themselves to my entire satisfaction, and merit my 
warmest approbation. I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

' Your Lordship's most faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters^ Ca?np^ Delhi Ghaut ^ September 12, 1803. 


Killed 
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Killed by the effects of the Sun. — Major Middleton, 3d native eavalry. Cornet San- 
guine, 27th light dragoons. 

Killed in Action.— Lientcmnt Hill, 12th native infantry. — Crtptain M‘Gregor, 
Lieutenant Preston, Lieutenant Alden, 1 5th native infantry. 

Wotmded. — Captain Covcll, 27th light dragoons. Cornet Crowe, 2d native 
cavalry. Cornet Mather, 2d native cavalry. Cornet Swindell, 3d native cavalry. 
Lieutenant M‘Donald, 76th foot. Lieutenant Wrotteslcy, 2d battalion 2d regt, 
Captain Matthews, artillery. 

The above is the most correct return that has yet been received. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Government. 


Fort William y September 23, 1803. 

A Dispatch, of which the following is acopy% has been received this day, by his Ex- 
cellency the Most Noble the Governor General, from his Excellency tlic ^Com- 
mander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Most Noble MARQtiis Wellesley, Governor General, isc . 

MY LORD, 

For your Lordship’s information, I have the honour to enclose a list of the killed 
and wo\inded, oflicers and men, of the army under my command, in the action of 
the I ith instant. 

Your Lordship will perceive, that our loss has been very great ; but when I consi- 
der that we moved on against an immen.se artillery, of nearly one hundred pieces of 
cannon, and many of a very large calibre, under as heavy a fire as I have ever been 
witness to, and that this fire w'as directed against a line, consisting, on the most cor- 
rect calculation, of not more than four thousand five hundred men, including cavalry, 
artillery and infantry ; and that w'e were opposed by upwards of four times that 
number, it is no longer a matter of surprize. 

It Is necessary to remark, that we had only one brigade of cavalry ; consisting of 
the 27th light dragoons, and the 2d and 3d regiments of native cavalry ; the other 
brigades being detached for the protection of our own provinces. 

The more 1 reflect on the glorious affair of the i ith, the more forcibly I feel the 
bravery and intrepidity displayed by every individual composing my army. I can- 
not find words to express my feelings on this occasion, nor can I sufficiently lament 
the loss of many brave fellows who have fallen. 1 have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters, Camp, near Delhi Ghaut, September 13, 1803. 

Return of the Killed, Wounded, and Missing, in the Action of the i ith September, 1 803. 

27th dragoons. — Killed — 1 cornet, i quarter master, i serjeant, 9 privates— horses, 
troop 22, officer’s i, quarter master’s i. 

Wounded — i captain-lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 1 7 privates — horses, troop 22, officer’s i. 

Missinc: 

> O 
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1 


Missing — I private — Iiorscs, troop 24, o/Ticcr’s 3. 

Total killed, wounded, <and missing — men 32, horses 74, 

Artillery. — Killed i serjeant, i corporal, 1 matross, 1 lascar. 

Wounded — 1 captain, i serjeant, i corporal, 2 gunners, 8 matrosses, 2 serangs, 
13 lascars. 

Missing — i gunner, 1 lascar. 

I'otal, 34. 

2l\ regiment native cavalry. — Killed, 15 horses, 

WOunded — 2 cornets, 1 naik, 14 privates, 16 horses. 

Missing — 5 horses. 

Tot d killed, wounded, and missing — men 17, horses 36. 

3d regiment native cavalry.— Killed, i major, i havildar, 3 troopers, 28 horses. 
Wounded — 1 cornet, j jemadar, i naik, 9 troopers, 20 Iiorscs. 

Missing — 12 horses. 

Total killed, wounded, and missing — men 19, horses 60. 
yotli foot. — Killed, 2 scrjcaiits, 3 corporals, 29 privates. 

Wounded — I lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 3 corporals, 93 privates. 

Missing — i corporal, privates. 

Total killed, woundeel, and missing, 138. 

2d battalion 4th regiment. — Killed, 2 havildars, i naik, 9 sepoys. 

Wounded — 1 lieutenant, 2 subadars, 2 havildars, 4 naiks, 1 drummer, 69 sepoys. 
Total killed and wounded 91. 

2d battalion 1 2th regiment. — Killed, 1 lieutenant, 1 subadar, 2 havildars, i naik, 
3 drummers, i i scyoys. 

Wounded — 1 subadar, i Ivavildar, 2 naiks, 32 sepoys, i bhisty.^ 

Total killed and wounded 56. 
ist l)attalion 151I1 regiment. — Killed, 1 subadar, 3 sepoys. 

Wounded — 3 liavildars, i naik, 8 sepoys. 

Total Ivillcd and wounded 16. 

2d battalion i sth regiment. — Killed, 1 lieutenant, i drummer, 5 sepoys. 

Wounded — 9 sepo) .s. 
d Otal killed and w'ouiidcd 16. 

1st battalion 2d regiment. — Killed, i havildar, i naik, 1 sepoy. 

Wounded — i lieutenant, i liavildar, i naik, 12 sepoys. 
d\)tal killed and womnded 1 8. 

2d battalion 2d regiment. — Killed, 2 havildars, 4 srpoys. ’’ 

Wounded — 2 lieutenants, i havildar, 1 naik, 18 sepoys. 

Total killed and wounded 28. 

1st battalion 14th regiment. — Wounded, i havildar, 12 sepoys. 

Total Europeans Killed^ JEoimdcd^ and Missing. — Killed, i major, i captain, two 
lieutenants, 1 cornet, i quarter master, 4 serjeaiits, 4 corporals, 39 privates. 

Wounded — i captain, 1 captaimlieutenant, 4 lieutenants, 3 cornets, 3 serjeants, 
4 corporals, 2 gunners, 1 1 8 privates. • 

Missing — i corporal, 1 gunner, 6 privates. 

Total killed, wounded, and missing, 1 97. 

Total Natives Killed^ Jfhinded^ and Missing. — Killed, 2 subadars, 8 havildars, 
3 naiks, 38 private^, 4 drummers, i lascar. 

O 


Wounded 
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Wounded — 3subadars5 i jenriiadar, 9 havildars, 11 nalks, 191 privates, 1 drum, 
mcr, 2serangs, i3lascars5 1 bhisty. 

Total natives killed and wounded 288. 

Horses Killed 67 

Wounded - - - - 59 

Missing .... 47 

Total 173 

Nafiics of Officers Killed and Wounded in the Action of the iiih instant. — Killed, Ma* 
jor Middleton, 3d regiment cavalry. Captain McGregor, Persian interpreter in the 
field. Lieutenant Hill, 2d battalion 12th regiment. Lieutenant Preston, 2d bat- 
talion 15th regiment. Cornet Sanguine, 27th dragoons, and Quarter-Master R. 
Richardson, 27th dragoons. 

AVounded — Major General Ware. Captain Matthews, artillery. Captain Lieu- 
tenant Covcll, 27th dragoons. Lieutenant McDonald, 76th regiment. Lieutenant 
Wrottesley, 2ci battalion 4th regiment. Lieutenants Alden and Harriot, 2d batta- 
lion 2d regiment. Cornets Crowe and Mather, 2d regiment cavalry. Cornet Swin- 
dell, 3d regiment cavalry. 

(Signed) J. Jerrard, Adjutant Gencrah 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Government. 


fort William^ Scpteniher 26, 1 803. 

A Dispatch, of which the following Is an extract, has been received this day, by his 
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, from his Excellency the Com- 
mander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Most Noble Marqtjis Wellesley, Governor General^ &V. 

MY LORD, 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordsliip, that tlie army this morning com- 
menced crossing the Jumna. I trust the wliolc will be on the opposite bank by the 
evening of the third day from hence. 

In consequence of the delay occasioned in preparing the necessary presents, 1 shall 
not visit his Majesty until the 16th instant. 

I have the pleasure to inform your Lordship, that Colonel Macan has reported to 
me, that he took possession of tlic fort of Firozabad on llic (jtli instant. 

My letter of the 7tli will have informed your Lordship of Mens. Perron’s applica- 
tion for leave to pass through the Honourable Company’s territories, on Itis way to 
Lucknow. I have the honour to inform your Lordship, that Mons. Perron, ac- 
companied by Messrs Beckett and Fleury, passed Sarsnee on the i2lh instant ; the 
latter gentleman, who with some difficulty joined Mons. Perron, informed Colonel 
Ball, that the horse he had under his command has dispersed. 

I learn from all quarters, that the dispersion of the force that opposed me on the 
1 ith is most complete ; and I expect shortly to have it in my powxn' to inform your 
Lordship, that Mons. Bourquain, alias Louis, and the other French officers in his 

army, 
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army, have delivered themselves up, as they have already requested to be allowed to 
throw themselves upon the protection of the British Government. 

I have the lionour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 
(Signed) G. LAKK. 

Ucad-Quarters^ Camp^ Delhi^ September 14, 1803. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Government. 


Fort IVillicimj Sept. 28, 1803. 

A Dispatch, of which the following is a copy, has been received this day, by his Lx- 
ccllcncy the Most Noble the Governor General, from liis Excellency the Com- 
mander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Most Noble Marqijis Wellesley, 

MY I.ORD, 

1 HAVE the pleasure to inform your Lordslup, that Messrs. Bourquain, Geslin, 
Gucrininicr, Del. Perron, and Jean Pierre, yesterday delivered themselves up prisoners. 

d iicy reside lor tlie present in the Fort under a guard. 1 shall, however, dispatch 
them in a few days under an escort to Futty-Ghur, Irom whence they will embark 
for the Presidency. 

^ 1 have the lionour to inform your Lordship, that I intend paying my first visit to 
Ills Majesty to-morrow morning. I liavc the honour to be, &c. 

Ilcad-Qiutrtcrs^ Delhi^ Sept. 15, 1803. (Signed) G. LAKE. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. Lumsden, Chief See. to the Government. 


Fort WilliamyOciobcr 1, 1803. 

A Dlspatcli,of which the following Is an extract, was yesterday received by his Ex- 
cellency the Most Noble the Governor General, from liis Excellency the Com- 
mander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Must Nubk Marqi/is WiiLLESi,EY, Governor General, l^c. 

MY LORD, 

I HAVE tlie honour to inform your Lordship, that in consequence of the hour 
fixed upon by his Majesty, I yesterday, attended by the chief oflicers of the army, 
waited on his Majesty at his palace in the fort. 

Akber Shah, his Majesty’s eldest son, came to my camp to conduct me. 

His Majesty received me seated on his throne, when the presents were delivered, 
and the forms usual on those occasions were observed. 

His Majesty and his whole Court were unanimous in testifying their joy at tlie 
change that has taken place in their fortunes. I have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 

. (Signed) G. LAKE. 

lEcad Oiiarlers, Camp, Delhi, September 17, 1803. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LtJMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Government. 
< 2 ^ 



appendix d. 


Fort IVilliam^Octuher 1803. 

Dispatches, of which the followinp; are copies, have been received by his Excellency 
t!ic Most Noble the Governor General, from his Excellency the Commander in 
Chief. 

Fo bis Excellency the Most AWc Marqjijis Wj-.nnnsLi: y. Governor General^ ijc. 

^^]Y nC;RD, 

I HAVE tlic Jionour to enclose, for your Lordship’s Information, a return of the 
ordnance found in tlic fort of Ally Gliur, captured on the 4th instant. 

Tae condition of the guns, number of arms and accoutrements, quantity of 
p()vvdcr, military stores, &c. have not yet been ascertained ; but I have left C/aptain 
lies!, an oflicer of artillery, in the garrison, who will, as soon as possible, send me 
exact returns, which I shall have the lionour to forward to your Lordslfq). 

I have tlie honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your LordshipE most faiiliful humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

llenci Quarters ^Ca?vp near Coorjab^ Sept. 8, 1803. 

Rctur?i of the Ordnance^ Gfr, aip/ffrcd t// the hbrt f AVy Chur^ on the 4 //.? f Srptcnihcr 1803 . 
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N. B. There was not sunicicnt time to ascertain tlic exact condition of the above 
ordnance, so as to pronounce them serviceable, or unserviceable. 

In the arsenal yard is abundance of shot for the above guns, and some stone shells, 
but neither of them arc yet coumed. 

In the magazine is a large ciuantiiy of gunpowder, not yet weighed. 

In the arsenal is a great number oi new arms and some accoutrements. Part of 
the arms are made after the European, and part after the country fashion ; the exact 
number of eacli not yet known. 

In the store-rooms arc military stores of various kinds, but not at present examined. 

(Signed) JOHN IlOKSFORD, Lieut. Colonel, 

Commanding the ^Artillery in the Field. 


To bis Excellency the Most Ndb/e Marcvi^tis W^elleslky, Governor General ^ iffe. 

MY nORD, 

For your Lordsliip’s information, I have the honour to transmit a return of the 
ordnance, &c, taken trom the enemy on the i itli instant. 

From the reports of the olHcer commanding tlie artillery, tlic whole of this ord- 
nance is remarkably fine, as will be more fully pointed out to your lairdship by the 
remarks of Colonel Horsfoial annexed to tin* Return. 

The whole of this artillery playcel on our line as we advancctl. 

1 have the lionour to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faith liil liumlilc servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKTb 

Camp^ Delhi^ Sept. i8, 1803, Head-Quarters. 


Report of the Ordnance^ captured opposite Dclbi^ on the \ilb Sept. 1803, 


2 Brass — 20-pounders, 

5 ditto — iH-pounder carronadcs, 

3 ditto — i6-pouiulcr ditto, 

3 Iron — I 2 -pounders, (French,) 
14 Brass — 4-p()unders, 

I Iron — 6 -p()undcr, 

13 Br ;iss — 6 pounders, 

5 ditto — 3 ditto, 

4 Iron — 3 ditto, 

1 Brass — 8-inch mortar, 

j ditto — 8-inch liowiticer, 

4 ditto — 6-inch ditto, 

2 ditto — 5 b ditto. 


1 


! The whole mounted on field carriages, 
I with limbers and traces compleat. 


68 pieces of cannon of diflerent natures. 


37 Tumbrils compleat, laden with ammunition. 

24 ditto ditto ditto, blown up on the field of battle. 


6 1 Tumbrils compleat, laden witli ammunition. 

N. B. Many tumbrils and ammunition carriages abandoned by the enemy in the 
Jumnah and Nullah, not included above. 
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REMARKS. 

The whole of the above-mentioned ordnance appears “ serviceable/’ excepting 
one iron la-pounder, and one iron 3-poundcr, which are burst in firing. 

The iron guns are of European manufacture; the brass guns, mortars, and 
howitzers, have been cast in India, one Portugueze 3-pounder excepted. Some 
bear an inscription of being made at Muttra; others at Ugein; but the whole are 
evidently from the design and execution of an European artist. The dimensions 
are, in general, those of the French; the workmanship is of as high a finish as any 
in the Company’s arsenal. 

Thirteen of the 4-pounders have iron cylinders (or bores), over which it would 
seem the metal was run in casting the pieces ; the adherence is so close, that no 
slit or chasm appears, and nothing but the diflerent colours of the two metals dis- 
covers the junction. The iron cylinder (or bore) is composed of four longitudinal 
pieces of hammered iron, remarkably close, and neatly fitted throughout the bore. 

The whole of the pieces arc furnished with well made elevating screws; some 
are of the latest French improvement; and to the mortars and howitzers the same 
kind of elevating screws are, by a simple and ingenious adjustment, made to elevate 
the piece to any angle, and give either of them the double capacity of mortar and 
howitzer. 

The carriages are strong and good; some arc neatly made according to thcFrencli 
pattern. 

"IJte tumbrils arc very stout, but of tlie clumsy size and shape made by the 
Company in their arsenal about twenty years ago ; some, however, have the modern 
draft chain, whilst others have retained the trace made of green hides. 

I’he ammunition, both round and grape, differs from tliat made in the Com- 
pany’s arsenal, insomuch as, that the bags are of cotton instead of serge, and not 
fixed to bottoms with the shot; and also, that two sorts of grape are made use of 
after the French ordonnance, viz. large balls for great distances, and smaller balls 
for lesser distances. 

Chain shot, rolled up into tlte shape of a ball, of the size of the bore of the piece, 
either mortar or howitzer, made part also of the enemy’s ammunition. 

(Signed) JOHN HORSFORD, Lt. Col. 

Commanding the Artillery in the Field. 

A true copy, (Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Military Secretary. 

General Orders^ by His Excellency ihe Most Noble the Governor General in Council^ 

Captain General ami Commander in Chief of all the Land Forces scrvmg in the East 

Indies, 

Fort William^ October i, 1803. 

THE returns received by the Governor General in Council, of the ordnance taken 
on the field of battle near Delhi, on the i ith of September, 1803, completed 
the official statement of the military operations conducted under the personal com- 
mand of his Excellency General Lake, from the 29th of August to the 18th of 
September. 

In reviewing the rapid and brilliant success of our arms witliin that period of 
time, every loyal subject of the British empire must be animated by the most zea- 
lous emotions of just pride, national triumph, and public glory. 

The Governor General in Council has already expressed the sentiments of grati- 
tude and admiration, with which he contemplates the conduct of his Excellency 

the 



APPENDIX D. 

the Coinmander in Chief, and of the ofllcers and troops under his Excellcncy^s 
personal command, in the action of the 29th of August, and in the gallant assault 
of the fortress of Ally Ghur on the 4th of September, 

His Excellency in Council highly approves the judicious and early movement of 
the army after that important success, towards the principal station of the enemy’s 
infantry and artillery, and the position whence the most speedy relief might be 
afforded to the unfortunate representative of the House of Timur, and to his 
Majesty’s Royal Family. 

1 he decisive victory gained in the battle of Delhi, on the iith of September, 
justified the firm confidence reposed by the Governor General in Council in the 
bravery, perseverance, and discipline of tJic army, and in the skill, judgment, active 
spirit, and invincible intrepidity of their illustrious commander. 

The glory of that day is not surpassed by any recorded triumph of the British 
arms in India, and is attended by every circumstance calculated to elevate the fame 
of British valour, to illustrate the character of British humanity, and to secure the 
stability of the British empire in the eaft. 

The Governor General in Council acknowledges, with the most cordial satisfac- 
tion, the distinguished services of Major General Ware, and of the Honourable 
Major (jcneral St. Jolin, in the action of the 1 llh of September; and directs the 
Commander in Chief to signify his particular approbation of the conduct of Major 
General Ware, in the command of the right wing of the British army, and of the 
conduct of tlic Honourable Major General St. John, in the ability and steadiness 
which lie displayed in the command of the left wing, by surmounting every dilli- 
culty, and by forcing tlic right wing of tlic enemy to retire in disorder with heavy 
loss. 

llie Governor General in Council also directs the Commander In Chief to notify 
to Colonel Sr, Leger, and to tlic corps of cavalry employed on this honourable occa- 
sion, the high approbation wlih which his Excellency in Council has received the 
report of tlieir gallantry and firmness, and of the peculiar skill immifcstcd under 
tlie able command of Ca)lonel St. Leger, in their judicious, rapid, and deci.'^ivc 
movements during the action, and after the flight of tlic enemy liad commenced. 
His Excellency in Council contemplates with great satisfaction the advanced state of 
discipline of the native cavalry of Bengal, ancl the splendid jn-ools which that corps 
li a:^ afforded ot its cilicicncy in active service agiinst the numerous artillery of the 
enemy. 

The conduct of Captain Boyce, and of his Majesty’s 76th regiment, is noticed 
with the warmest apj)Iause by the Governor General in Council: the high reputa- 
tion established by tliat respectable corps in various services of dillkulty and danger 
in India, appeared in tlie battle of Delhi, with a degree of lustre whicli has never 
been exceeded even by Britisli trooj^s. His Excellency in Council signifies his most 
distingui>l\cd approbation of the firmness and intrepidity of the ollicers and men of 
the native infantry, who, with his Majesty’s 76th regiment, at the point of the 
bayonet, forced an enemy, considerably superior in numbers, from a powerful and 
well-served artillery, and tipcncd ihc waiy for the successful charge of the cavalry. 
Tl\c conduct of the native troops on this memorable tlay, reflects the highest 
Jionour upon the discipline of the army of Bengal, and confirms the confidence of 
tlie Governor General in Council in the diligence, skill, and courage of the ollicers 
of this establishment, and in the eminent character of our native soldiers. 

To Lieutenant Colonel Horsford, and the artillery, the Governor General In 

Council 
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Council repeats the public testimony of approbation, which that meritorious corps 
has uniformly deserved in every exigency of the service. 

To the staff of the army, the Governor General in Council is happy to express 
the satisfaction with wTich he learns that they continue, on all occasions^ to merit 
t^ie warmest approbation of the Commander in Chief. 

The Governor General in Council sincerely laments the loss of Major Middleton, 
Captain Mac Gregor, Lieutenant^IIill, Lieutenant Preston, Cornet Sanguine, and 
Ouartcr-mastcr Richardson; and the brave soldiers who fell in ihc cxeii phiry 
exertion of deliberate valour and disciplined spirit, at the battle of Delhi. J he 
names of these brave men will be commemorated with the glorious events of the 
day on which they fell, and will be honoured and revered, while the fame of that 
signal victory shall endure. 

In testimony of the peculiar honour acquired by the army under the personal 
command of his Excellency General Lake, the Governor General in Council is 
pleased to order, that honorary colours, with a device properly suited, to comme- 
morate the reduction of t!ic fortress of Ally Ghur on the 41I1, and the victory ob- 
tained at Delhi on the i ith of September, be presented to llic corps of cavalry ar>d 
infantry, European and Native, respectively employed on those glorious occasioms ; 
and that a public monument be erected at Eort William, to the iiiemory of the 
brave oflicers and men, European and Native, who have [alien in the public scr\ Ice 
during the present campaign. 

. 'Idle lionorary colours granted by these orders to his Majesty’s 27th regiment of 
dragoons, and to the 76th regiment of foot, arc to be used by those corps while 
they shall continue in India, or until his Majesty’s most gracious pleasure be signi- 
fied tlirough his llxcellcncy the Commander in Chief. 

In concluding his orders on this memorable occasion, the Governor General in 
Council is pleased to direct, that the public thanks of the Supreme Government of 
the British possessions in India be given to his Excellency General Lake, Commander 
in Chief of his Majesty’s, and of the Honourable Company’s forces in India, who, 
with unexampled alacrity, eminent judgment, and indefatigable courage, under ex- 
traordinary difficulties, lias prepared tlie army of Bengal for the field ; has conducted 
it, b\' a rapid succession of glorious victories, to the complete defeat of a pow'crful 
enemy; and has maintainctl t!ie honour of the British name in India, by a huniaiic 
attention towards the inhabitants of the conquered provinces, and by a due respect 
and reverence towards the unfortunate representative of the House of Tiniur, and 
towards his Maje.^ty’s Royal Eaiiiily. 

liis I’ixcclknc) the Most Noble the Governor General in Council, Captain General 
and Conimandcr in Chief of all the land forces serving in the East Indies, is pleased 
to direct, that these orders be publicly read to the troops under arms, at every 
staticni of the land forces in the East Indies, and that the European officers of the 
native corps do cause the same to be duly explained to the native officers and 
troops. 

By command of his Excellency the Most Noble the 
Governor General in Council, 

L. HOOK, vSecrctary to tlic Govt. Mil. Dept. 

By command of his Excellency the Captain General and 
Commander in Chief of the Land Forces, 

J. ARMSTRONG, Acting Military Secretary. 

His 
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HIS Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in Council, has received 
authenUc advices of the capture of the fort and city of Baroach, by assault, on the 
a9th of August, by tire troops under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Wood- 
ington. 

Authentic intelligence has also been received of the capture of the fort of Jalna- 
pore, by the troops under the command of Colonel Stc venson. 

The official details of these important events have not yet been received from the 
Honourable Major General Wellesley. 

Published by command of his Excellency tltc Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

.1. LUMSDEN, Chief Secretary to the Government. 

Fort n October 3, 1803. 

Dispatches, of which the following are extracts, have been received by his 
Excellency the most noble the Governor General, from the Honourable the Governor 
in Council of Bombay. The oflicial dispatches on this subject have not yet been 
received from the Honourable Major General Wellesley. 

To the Honourable Jonathan Duncan, Esq. PresUent and Governor^ &V. in 

Council. 

Honourable Sir, 

I have the honour to enclose a copy of my letter to Major General Wellesley for 
your information. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) HENRY WOODINGTON, Lieut. Col. kc. 

Camp before Baroach^ August 25, 1803. 


To the Honourable Major General Arthur Wellesley, &V. &V. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the lionour to acquaint you, that I have this morning attacked and 
taken possession of the pettah on the vxstern face of the fort of Baroach. The bat- 
tery for two cightcen-pounders I liopc to have finished In the course of the night, 
and that I shall be able to begin to batter to-morrow morning, when 1 Hatter myself 
a speedy reduction of the fort will ensue. 

Agreeably to my communication to you, I marched from Baroda on the 21st, and 
encamped within two coss of Baroach on the 23d. It was my intention to have 
attacked the pettah (on the outside of which I was informed tliey had brought their 
whole force) on the morning of the 24th, expecting to have found the Fury schoo- 
ner V Ith the two eighteen-pounders at anchor, about a coss from the fort, agreeably 
to the intimation 1 had received ; but early in the morning of the 24th, one of my 
cossids, who had been dispatched to Lieutenant Hewitson, the commander of the 
vessel, to give him notice of my approach, brough me information from him, that, 
on account of the shallowness of the water, it would be utterly impracticable to get 
his vessel to Baroach until the springs, and that he was at anchor at Bargood, five 
coss off. 

On this intelligence I marched to Bargood on the 24th, and made an arrangement 
to bring the eighteen-pounders and stores up in boats, and I am happy to acquaint 
you they are just arrived. 

We found the enemy in front of the pettah, as I expected, to receive us, and witfi 
great case forced them to a precipitate retreat into the fort. 

R Our 
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Onr loss in killed and wounded is not great ; no European officer is hurt. I should 
have the honour of sending a return of the killed and wounded, but have not had 
time } ct to collect them, from the troops being so much employed. The loss of the 
enemy I have not ascertained. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) IL WOODINGTON, Lieut. Col. 

Commanding detachment against Baroach. 

Camp before Baroach ^ August 1803. 

P. S. My detachment consists of 500 rank and file of Europeans, and abou t be 
same number of the grenadier battalion of native infantry; two howitzers, two six 
pounders, and the two eighteen pounders brought in the Fury. I marched from 
Barotla with two twelve-pounders, but I left them behind after the first day^s march, 
on receiving certain information of the Fury’s arrival in Baroach river, as our inarch 
would have been very considerably delayed by bringing them on. 

True Copies. (Signed) J. A. GRANT, Sec. to Govt. 

T 0 the Hon. Jonathai^ Duncan, President andGt/vernor^ Ssfr. in Council. 

HoNouRABLii Sir, 

I have the honour to enclose for your information, a letter I have this day ad- 
dressed to the honourable Major General Wellesley on the capture of Baroach. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 8 ic. &c. 

(Signed) H. WOODINGTON, Lieut. Col. 

Baroach^ ^Qib August 1503. 

Jo Major General Wellesley, &c. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that at three o^clock. P. M. I stormed the fort 
of Baroach, and carried it with little loss, although the Arabs made considerable resist- 
ance, particularly on our entering the breach. The Arabs have suffered very con- 
siderably, and we have taken a great many stand of colours. A more steep ascent to 
the breach, and of such length is seldom seen. I cannot express myself in sufficient 
terms on the gallantry of the officers and men I have the honour to command. I shall 
have the honour to address you more fully to-morrow. I write this for your early 
information, immediately after we got possession of the place, which will, 1 hope, be 
an excuse for haste. 

I have the honour to be, he, he. he. 

(Signed) H. WOODINGTON, Lieut. Col. 

Baroach^ 2gth August y 1803. 

True Copies, (Signed) J. A. GRANT, Sec. to Govt. 


To the Honourable Jonathan Duncan, Esq. President and Governor y ^c. in Council. 

Honourable Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your information, a copy of my letter of this 
day’s date, with enclosures, to the Honourable Major General Arthur Wellesley. 

We have taken at least twenty stands of colours from the Arabs and'Seindians. 
1 have only been able to collect ten, at present, which, together with the colours of 
the fort, I shall have the pleasure to send to the Presidency by the earliest oppor- 
tunity. 1 have the honour to be, with the greatest respect. 

Honourable Sir, 

Tour most obedient humble servant, 

taroaehy August 30 , 1803 . HENRY WOODINGTON, Lieut. Col. &c. 
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P. S. Since wrking the above, I have three more stands of Arab colours brought 
to me; besides which, I have, at Major Cuyler’s particular request, permitted the 
86th regiment to keep two, making in all fifteen. 


To the Honourable Major General Arthur Wellesley, Commander in Chief of the 
British Forces on the Wefern Side of India* 


Sir, 


I WROTE you yesterday evening after we had stormed and taken possession of 
the fort of Baroach, I have now the honour of acquainting you more fully on the 
subject. 

The breach was reported practicable by the engineer at eleven A. M. when I 
determined to storm, but delayed it until three o’clock, not only that I might benefit 
by the assistance of the Fury and an armed boat, which 1 expected would arrive in 
time to take their stations opposite the fort, but as I thought that a very likely hour 
to find the enemy off their guard. 

The vessel and armed boat however did not arrive in time to afford any assistance. 

The enclosed orders for the storm will inform you of the disposition I made, as 
W^ill the accompanying profile and elevation of the western front of the fort. 

The enemy mack a desperate attack in opposing our entrance into the breach, but 
by the valour and spirit of the troops were speedily repulsed, and my orders were 
carried into full execution. After Captain Richardson had obtained possession of the 
first gate. Major Cuyler pushed on so rapidly, that he overtook the Arabs before the 
greatest part, both horse and foot, could get out of the gate, and put to death about 
200 of them. Many horses were also killed. 

I beg leave to submit to your notice the ready co-operation of Major Cuyler 
throughout every part of the service, his gallantry and conduct in the command eff 
the storm, as also of Captain Richardson who led. 

The wliole of the officers and men employed on this service have conducted them* 
selves so much to my satisfaction, that I cannot express myself too strongly in their 
commendation. 

I am now employed in establishing some order in the fort, in getting the eightqcn- 
poundcr, and every thing we do not want to move with, into it, also in burying the 
enemy’s dead, amounting to about 250. 

I have great pleasure in informing you, that our loss is small. Captain M^Laurin 
of his Majesty’s 86th regiment, the only officer wounded, and not badly. A return 
of the killed and wounded in the storm, as also a general return of the killed and 
wounded during the siege, I enclose. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) HENRY WOODINGTON, Lieut. Col. 

Baroach^ August 30, 1803. 


Baroach^ Monday^ August 29, 1803. 
Field Orders^ by Lieutenant Colonel Woodington, 

Parole, Britannia — Countersign Success. 

The breach being reported practicable, the fort will be stormed at three o’clock. 
Storming party under the command of Major Cuyler. 

Forlorn Hope — A serjeant, and twelve volunteers of his Majesty’s 86th regiment. 
I St party to lead under Captain Richardson. — 100 rank and file of his Majesty’s 86th 

R 2 regiment 
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regiment including one flank company, and ico rank and file of the grenadier 
battalion including the flank company. 

2d party under Major Cuyler. — 150 rank and file of his Majesty's 86th regiment 
including one flank company, and 150 rank and file of the grenadier battalion 
including one flank company : each party to have hoes, pickaxes, and crows 
with them, carried by soldiers ; the scaling-ladders (to be used if necessary) 
to be also carried by soldiers. 

Reserve under Captain Bethune. — 100 rank and file of his Majesty's 86Lh regiment, 
and 100 rank and file of the grenadier battalion. 

Tliese parties will parade and be formed in the streets the troops occupy at two 
o'clock, and then be completed to thirty six rounds and well flinted ; after which 
they will be marched up to the rear of the battery under cover from the view of the 
fort, and w^ait in the utmost silence until the signal from two six-pounders, fired 
quick one after the other, directs their advance to storm the breach. The reserve 
wall follow the storming party, and after having entered the breach, Captain Bethune 
will immediately form his men and wait to act as circumstances may direct. 
Twenty boxes of musquet ammunition to be taken in with Captain Bethune’s party. 

On entering the breach, Captain Richardson will turn to the left, and march by 
the works to take possession of the Cuttoopoor gate. Major Cuyler's party will 
follow, and push on also by the works to take possession of the Jarraseer gate. 
When these gates are obtained, the works are to be cleared of any parties or the 
enemy in their vicinity, and the men to be kept under arms ready to act at a mo* 
ment's warning. A true copy. 

(Signed) H. WOODINGTON, Lieut. Col. 

Retu>f 7 of the Killedy Wounded^ and Missing In the Pettah and the Storm of Bafoach on the 2 gth of 
August^ under the command of Lieutenant Colonel IVoodington, Baroachy the 1,0th of August 1803. 
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N. B, Captain James Richardfon, of H. M. 86th regiment, 1 , , , 

Captain M‘Laurin, oflj. M. 86th regiment, J wounded the sgth instant. 

(Signed) J. BEETE, B.M. 


Return 
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RitUrn tf fh$ Killed ^ Wounded ^ and Mtising^ dunttg thi Siege of Bareciehy under the Command of Lieu^ 
tenant Colonel Henry Woodingfotu Baroachy the •^oth August 1803. 
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N. B. Ca{)tain William Semple, of his Majesty’s 86th rej^iment, killed on the 25th instant. 

Captain Jama'S Richardson, of his Majesty’s 86th regiment, ) , , , , . . 

Captain L. M'Laurin, ot h.s Majesty^* 86th regimcrt, / 'h' >* *t mt, 

(Signed) .1. BEETE, B. M, 

True C.’opicF. 

(Si^pied) J, A. Gb ANT, Sec. to the Govt. 

Published by command of his Excelfcney the most Noble 

the Governor General in Council, J. Lumsden, Chief See. to the Government. 


Fori Wi liam^ O&ober 1 4, i 803. 

A dispatch, of which the following is an extract, has been received this day, by his 
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, from his Excellency the 
Commander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Most Noble Marquis Wellesley, Governor General^ Ifc. 

My Lord, 

I HAVE the honour to enclose for your Lordship^s information, extract of a letter 
just received from Colonel Vandelcur, reporting the arrival of Colonel Dudernaiguc, 
Messrs. Smith and Lapanct, in his camp. 

No French officer of any consequence now remains in Scindiah’s service, and those 
who do, would, I have reason to believe, willingly avail themselves of any opportu- 
nity of putting themselves under our protection. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship^s most faithful humble servant^ 

Head Quartersy (Signed) G. LAKE. 

Campy Chomay \st September y 1803. 

Extract of a letter from Colonel Vandeleur, dated Campy Muttray the 30 Sept* 1 803. 

Colonel Dudernaiguc, and Messrs. Smith and Lapanet, having quitted Scindiah^s 
service, came into camp this day. A true Extract, 

(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Military Secretary. 

A dispatch. 
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A dispatch, of which the following is a copy, has been received by his Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General from the Honourable Major General 
Wellesley, * * 

My Lord, Camp^ September 12,1 803. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose copies of the papers* which contain a detailed account 
of the attack upon, and capture of, Baroach. I beg to draw your Excellency’s notice 
to the conduct of the troops employed on this service; particularly to that of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Woodington who commanded, to that of Major Cuyler and Captain 
Richardson of the 86th regiment, and of Captain ClifFe of the Bombay engineers. 

, I have the honour to be, my Lord, with the greatest respect. 

Your Excellency’s most obedient. 

And faithful humble servant. 

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

His Excellency the Governor General^ Sffr. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Secretary to the Government. 


General Orders, by his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in Council. 

Fort William^ Odober 14, 1803. 

THE Governor General in Council, derives great satisfaction from the intelligence 
which he has received of the reduction of the fort and city of Baroach, on tlic 29th 
of August, and of the ability, promptitude, and gallantry with which that important 
service was accomplished by the brave officers, and troops, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Woodington of the establishment of Bombay. 

His Excellency in Council highly approves the conduct of Lieutenant Colonel 
Woodington in his judicious and spirited exertions for the early reduction of the 
place; in directing the operations of the siege; in his seasonable determination to 
assault the fort ; and in the disposition which he made of the troops under his com- 
mand, with a view to secure the rapid success of that gallant attack. 

The Governor General in Council signifies his particular approbation of the valour 
and judgment manifested by Major Cuyler of his Majesty’s 86th regiment, through- 
out the service at Baroach, and in commanding the storm of the fori, and by Captain 
Richardson of the s^ime corps in leading the assault. His Excellency in Council also 
observes, with particular satisfaction, the conduct of Captain Clific, of the engineers 
of Bombay. 

To all the officers and troops, European and native, employed on this honourable 
occasion, his Excellency in Council signifies his high commendation. 

The Governor General in Council laments the loss of Captain W. Semple of his 
Majesty’s 86th regiment, killed on the 25th of August, and of the few brave men 
who fell before Baroach. It Is a great satisfaction, however, to observe, that an 
acquisition so important should have been secured with the loss of only one ofliccr 
and of so few soldiers. 

In bearing a due testimony to the merits of the officers and troops employed in 
the reduction of Baroach, on the 29th of August, the Governor General in Council 
remarks, that on the same day, distinguished by the commencement of the victorious 
rareer of the army of Bengal, under the personal command of his Excellency General 

^ These Papers ■were published in the Cazette Extraordinary of the 4th Odlobcr. 


Lake, 
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Lake, upon the frontier of Oudc, the army of Bombay at the western extremity of the 
peninsula of India, effected a service of the most arduous nature, with a similar 
spirit of alacrity and courage. In the course of an extensive and complicated system 
of military operations, the glorious success of our arms since the commencement 
of this war has been uniform in every part of India j the abk and gallant ofiicers 
and troops of his Majesty’s service, and of the several establishments of the three 
Presidencies, have been actuated by equal sentiments of public ^irit and honour, and 
have co-operated with equal ardour and success in an united effort to accomplish the 
just objects of the allies. The Governor General in Council confides in the justice of 
our cause, in the unanimous zeal of the three Presidencies, and in the continued 
co-operation of their respective resources and power, that the views of the confede- 
rate chieftains will be speedily frustrated by the complete restoration of peace and 
tranquillity to the provinces of Hindostan and the Del^n, wliich have been disturbed 
by the ambition and violence of the enemy. 

The < lovernor General in Council directs, that copies of this order be transmitted 
to the Right Honourable the Clovernor in Council at Fort St. George, and to the 
Honourable the Governor in Council at Bombay, to be published to the armies of 
those Presidencies respectively. 

By command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

(Signed) L. HOOK, Secretary to the Government, Mil. Dept. 

Fort Williavty October i8, 1803. 

Authentic advices have been received by his Excellency the most noble the 
Governor General, containing the important intelligence, that on the 23d of Sep- 
tember an action took place near the Adjuntee Pass In the Dckaii, between the forces 
under the command of the Honourable Major General Wellesley and the main body 
of the conjbined army of the confederate chieftains Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the 
Rajah of Bcrar *, in which, after a severe engagement, which lasted for three hours,, 
the enemy was completely defeated, and ninety pieces of cannon were taken by the 
British troops at the point of the bayonet. 

Our loss has been severe in this glorious and brilliant victory. 

The official dispatches have not yet been received from the honourable Major 
General Wellesley. 

Published by command of his e Excelkncy the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Secretary to the Government. 


Fort William^ October 19/A, 1803. 
The following dispatch, received last night by express, is published by order of his 
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in Council, 
jn? Captain Armstrong, Acting Military Secretary to bis Excellency the Most Noble the 

Governor General. 


SiViy 

1 REQUEST you will be pleased to state to his Excellency the Most Noble the Go- 
vernor General, that the Barabutty fort has this instant been taken by assault. 

Lieutenant Colonel Clayton, of the 20th Bengal regiment, who commanded the 
attack, not having yet made his report to me, 1 am not enabled to forward to you 

for 
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for his Excellency’s information, the regular details of this success ; but I understand 
his conduft, and that of the troops under his orders, to have been most honourable 
and brilliant 

The fortress is of considerable strength, and was vigorously defended ; added to 
which, every possible obstruction was prepared by the enemy. 

Our loss on this occasion, I trust, has not been very considerable ; I shall have 
the honour of forwarding to you, for his Excellency’s information, returns of the 
whole to-morrow. I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT, 

Lieutenant Colonel commanding in Cuttack^ and Military Secre- 
tary to his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor Generals 
Cuttack^ the it^th October 1803, i P.M, 

The detailed statement of the combined operations by which the valuable province 
of Cuttack has been occupied by the British troops, will be published in a Gazette 
Extraordinary to-morrow. 

‘ ^His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in Council is pleased to 
make the following appointments, 

Lieut. Col. George Harcourt to command the troops in the province of Cuttack. 

Lieutenant Colonel George Harcourt and John Melvill, Esq. commissioners for 
the settlement of the province of Cuttack. 

By command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Secretary to the Government. 

General Orders^by his Excellency the Most Noble the GoviiRNOR General and 

Captain General. 

Fort William^ October 18, 1803; 

A royal salute to be fired to-morrow morning at sunrise, in honour of the reduc- 
tion, by assault, of the Barabutty fort at Cuttack, on the 14th inst rot by the troops 
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, by which gallant action the 
conquest of the valuable province of Cuttack has beer, completed. 

By his Excellency's command, 

(Signed) JAMES ARMSTRONG, Acting Military Secretary. 

Fort William^ October 21, 1803. 

A Dispatch, of which the following is an extract, has been this day received by his 

Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, from his Excellency the Com- 
mander in Chief. 

Fo his Excellency the Most Noble Marquis Wellesley, Governor General^ ^c. 

My Lord, 

FINDING it impossible to make approaches against this place, as long as the seven 
battalions of the enemy, who remained here, were in possession of the town of Agra, 
of an encampment with a large number of guns on the glacis, and of the ravines 
with which the south and south-west face of the fort is surrounded, I determined to 
dislodge th« enemy from the town, and occupy the ravines this morning, which 
will answer as trenches, and afford complete cover for carrying on our works. 


With 
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with this view I ordered Brigadier General Clarke, who was encamped with his 
brigade in the rear of the town, to take possession of it, at the same time that three 
battalions advanced to occupy the ravines. 

The attacks have succeeded, and the town as well as the ravines are now occupied 
by our troops. 

Lieutenant Colonel M^Cullock, Major Haldane, and Captain Worselj^, led tlic 
battalions that advanced on the ravines. Ev’ciy praise is due to those ollicers, who 
performed every thing required of them, with the greatest alacrity and steadiness. 

I am sorry to say that a number of men have been killed and wounded as well as 
officers, owing to their high spirit and anxiety to possess themselves of the enemy’s 
guns ; they quitted the ravines and gained the glacis, driving tlie enemy from their 
position ; in effecting which, from being close under the fort, they were exposed to 
a very heavy fire. 

My thanks are due to the Honourable Major General St. John, for his spirited 
conduct in advancing at the head of the 2d battalion of the 2d native infantry, 
which 1 found it necessary to order up to support the attack. 

Brigadier General Clarke, in his attack on the town, met with considerable resis- 
tance, which, by the gallant conduct of the officers and men under his command, 
was at length surmounted. 1 feel myself under particular obligations to Lieutenant 
Colonel White, who commanded live companies of the 1 6th regiment native infantry, 
for his judicious and gallant conduct on this day. 

I feel myself under the greatest obligations to Lieutenant Colonel Gerard, Aclju- 
tant-general, who undertook to point out to Lieutenant Colonel M^CuIlock the road 
he was to pursue, and I am sorry to report that, in the performance of this duty, he 
received a very severe contusion ; but I trust it will not be attended with any serious 
consc([ucnces. 

Major Thomas, of the 14th native infantry, is, I am sorry to add, very severely 
wouruled ; his exertions throughout this day v/ere most meritorious. 

Lieutenant Hay of the artillery, who went with a detachment of that corps to 
bring olf the enemy’s guns, merits my approbation for his successful exertions in tlxis 

service. 

fo Mr. Lucan’s information and exertions on this occasion, as well as bn every 
oihcr, 1 feel myself much indebted. I have the honour to be^ my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarter Camp before October 10, 1803. 

P. S. A list of the guns taken sliall be forwarded to-morrow. 

List of Officers wounded. 

First battalion T4th regiment native infantry — Major Thomas, and Lieutenant 
Rose, badly. Ensign Oliver, slightly. 

With Colonel Clarke. — Lieutenant Beagham, artillery ; Lieutenant Whitaker, 
infantry, severely ; Lieutenant Grant, infantry, and missing. 

Staff. — Lieutenant Colonel Gerard, Adjutant General. 

15th Regt. native infantry. — Lieuts. Perry and Addison, slightly. 

A more correct list shall be sent the moment it can be obtained. 

(Signed) G. L. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council. 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief See. to the Govt. 
S Fort 
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Fort William^ October 22, 1803. 

The fo]J^wing extract of a dispatch, received this day, is published by command 
of his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in Council. 


1^0 Captain Armstkoxg, Acting JM/litary Secretary to his Excellency the Most Noble the 

Governor General, 


Sir, 

1 HAD the honour of briefly stating to you yesterday, for the information of his 
Excellency the Pdost Noble the Governor General, that the fort of Barrabutty had 
been taken by assault, by a party of the troops under my command, directed to per- 
form this service under the orders of Lieutenant Colonel Clayton of the 20th Ben- 
gal regiment. I now have the honour to acquaint you, for his Excellency's infor- 
mation, with the further details of this operation. 

On the night of the 12th, a spot was fixed on for a 12-pounder battery, distant 
about 300 yards from the outer gate of the fort. This battery was completed on 
tiic niglit of the T3th, and the 12-pounder placed in it, together with two howitzers 
and two fi.poundcrs, the whole of which opened their fire on the morning of the 
J4th. By eleven o’clock in the forenoon, most of the defences on the south 
face of the fort, against which our fire was directed, were taken oG', the enemy’s 
guns silenced, and every appearance promised success ; upon which I directed Lieut. 
C'olonel Clayton to advance wdtli one 6 pounder, and a party of artillery men, two 
hundred Europeans from his Majesty’s 22d, and tiic Madras European regiment, and 
four hundred sepoys from the 2otli Bengal, and the 9th and 19th regiments of Ma- 
dras native infantry. 

The party had to pass over a narrow bridge, and under a heavy, but ill-directed 
fire of musquetry from the fort, to which they were exposed for forty minutes. 
They at length succeeded in blowing open tlie wicket (the remaining part of the 
gate having been fortified witli thick masses of stone). Having once accomplished 
tiiis, the party entered singly ; and although they met with considerable resistance 
whilst entering the fort, and passing tw o other gates, the British troops were soon 
completely victorious. 

I cannot too highly praise the conduct of Lieutenant Colonel Clayton, and that of 
the officers and troops under his command : the whole party manifested a degree of 
persevering steadiness and bravery that docs them infinite honour. 

The fort of Barrabutty is of considerable strength, and with the exception only of 
the bridge over which our party passed, is inaccessible, as it is surrounded by a ditch 
irom 35 to 135 feet broad, and twenty feet depth of water indt. 

I am happy to acquaint you, that our loss has not been considerable ; but I have 
rp report w^ith regret that Captain Kenny of the 19th regiment Madras infiintry, Capt. 
llurlfitone of liis Majesty’s 22d regiment, and Lieutenant Faitliful of the Bengal artil- 
lery, are wounded, though not dangerously ; their conduct was highly meritorious, 
as w ell as that of every other oflicer on the storming party. 

Returns of the killed and w’ounded are enclosed. 

I cannot omit expressing in the strongest manner, the high sense I entertain of 
the services of Captain Blunt, field engineer, who has been throughout our campaign 
indefatigably active ; and of Captain Hetzler, of the Bengal artillery, whose well 
directed fire from the battery was of eminent service. 

The loss of the enemy within the fort w^as very considerable, and many were 
drowned in the ditch, wdien endeavouring to escape. 


I should 
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I should pot omit mentioning tliat a stand of colours of the enemy was taken hy 
the detachment of his Majesty’s 2 2d regiment, a second stand of colours by the 20tli 
Bengal regiment, a third by the 9th Madras native regiment, and a fourtH by the 
19th Madras native regiment ; and for the disposal of which I hope to be honoured 
with his Excellency’s commands. 

The zealous and efficient services of Major of Brigade Thompson demand my 
warmest acknowledgments, and I must further beg leave to report to you for his 
Excellency’s information, that the general conduct of the whole force under my 
command has been such as to merit the most favourable representation of their ser- 
vices to his Excellency’s notice. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) GKO. HARCOITRT, 

Licui. Colonel commanding in Cuttack^ and Military Secretary 
to his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, 

Laid BaugFort,^ Cuttack,, October 15, 18 )3. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, v.liicf Sec. to the Government. 


Return of the Killed and Wo^oided of His Majesty s and the Honourable Company s Troops i)i i hr 
yfssnult of the Fort of liar rabu tty ^ on the is^th October., under the Cotnmarid of Lieutenant Colonel 
Harcourt. 

Laul Baug Fort, Cuttack^ October 15, 1803, 
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Ciiptain Hiirlstone» of his Majesty’s 22d Regiment . . - 

Captain Kenny, of the J si Bat. lUth Rept. Madras Native Infantry - wounded. 

Lieutenant Faithful, of the Bengal Artillery , - . - J 

(Signed) FRAS. THOMPSON, Major of Brigade, 

rublisliecl by command of his Excellency the Most Noble the Gov. Gen. in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Government. 

S 2 


General 
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General Orders^ by his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in Council. 

Fort William^ October 22, 1803. 

THE Governor General in Council notifies to the army his high approbation of 
the meritorious services of the officers and troops employed under the able conduct 
of Lieutenant Colonel George Harcourt, in -the expedition prepared under the 
special orders of his Excellency in Council, for the occupation of the valuable pro- 
vince of Cuttack, 

His Excellency in Council observed with great satisfaction the judgment, skill, 
and firmness manifested by Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt. in directing the move- 
ment of the division of the troops which entered the province of Cuttack from 
Ganiarn. 

The difficulties opposed to the progress of the troops by the peculiar nature of 
the country, by the period of the season, and by the resistance of the enemy, were 
surmounted by Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, and by the brave officers and troops 
under his command, with the same spirit of gallantry and perseverance, whic h has 
secured tlie success of every operation of the British army in every part of India 
during this glorious campaign. 

The Governor General in Council highly approves the judicious arrangements 
prepared by lacutenant Colonel Harcourt, for the siege and assault ot the ioi t of 
Barrabutty at Cuttack, and the spirited exertion by which that important service was 
executed with success and honour on the 14th instant. 

His Excellency in Council directs Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt to signify his 
distinguished approbation of the merits of Lieutenant Colonel CJiryton, of the Ben- 
gal 20th regiment native infantry, who commanded tlie attack, and of the steadi- 
ness and bravery of all the officers and troops employed in tlie assault of the fort. 

It affords considerable satisfaction U) the Governor General in Council to remark, 
tliat this important service has been effected with so little loss, and his Ihxcellcncy 
trusts, that Captain Hurlstonc, of his Majesty’s 2 2d regiment. Captain Kenny, of 
the 19th regiment of Madras native infantry, and Lieutenant Faithful, of the Bcr- 
gal artillery, wdll speedily be restored to the public service, in wdiich their courage 
;ind resolution have already been distinguished. 

'J 1 ie Governor General in Council expresses his sense of the activity, zeal, and 
useful services of Captain Blunt, held engineer in Cuttack, and also of the conduct 
of Captain Hctzlcr, of the Bengal artillery. 

The colours taken in the assault of tlic fort of Cuttack by the detachments of his 
Majesty’s 2 2d regiment, the 20th Bengal native regiment, and the 9th and i9t]i 
Madras native regiments, arc to be publicly displayed in the fort of Cuttack, and 
afterwards lodged in the principal building in the fort, with an inscription signifying 
the names of the corps by which the standards wxre respectively taken from the 
enemy. 

His Excellency in Council expresses the satisfaction with which he has noticed the 
zealous and efficient services of Major of Brigade Thompson. 

During the advance of the force under the immediate direction of Lieutenant 
Colonel Harcourt from Ganjam, the conduct of the officers and troops employed at 
Balasore under the command of Captain Morgan, of the 7th Bengal native regi- 
ment, and of that which marched from Jcllasoi e under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Fergusson, of the same regiment, merits the public approbation of his 
Excellency in Council. 


The 
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The Governor General in Council pa^rticularly approves the firm and skilful con- 
duct of Captain Morgan, in directing the disembarkation of the troops at Balasorc, 
and in the Judicious occupation and maintenance of that position, iiis Excellency 
in Council also expresses his just sense of the meritorious and useful assistance ren- 
dered by Captain P. Grant, of the 1 6th regiment of Bengal native infantry, in the 
execution of every branch of the service at Balasore, and in aiding the progress of 
Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson’s detachment. 

Great advantage has been derived to the success of our arms in Cuttack from the 
raspect which has been uniformly observed by Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, and by 
all the officers and troops under his immediate command, as well as by the detach- 
ments co-operating from Balasore and Jellasore, towards the religious establishments 
in Cuttack, and from the exemplary humanity vath which the lives and private 
property of the inhabitants, and the sanctity of the temples and institutions of the 
Brahmins, have been protected from violation. 

The Governor General notices with peculiar pleasure the merits of Lieutenant 
Colonel Harcourt, and of the officers and troops serving in Cuttack, in this respect, 
as tending to maintain the honour of the British character, and to conciliate the 
confidence and attachment of the inhabitants of that valuable province. 

By command of his Excellency the Most Noble the Gov^ernor General In Council, 

L. HOOK, See. to the Govt. Mil. Depi. 


Fori Jl'ilUaw^ Oitoher 24, 1803. 

Dispatches, of which the following are extracts, have been received by his I'xccl- 
lency the Most Noble the Governor General, from Ins Excellency the CommaiKlcr 
in Chief. 

To bin Excellency the Most Noble AIarc^jis Wellkslcv, Governor General^ 

My i.oRi), 

I liavc the honour to enclose herewith for your Lordship’s information, a return 
of the killed, wounded, and missing, in the afl'air of the .clh instant. 

I have the honour to be, iny Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faitlifu! humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters^ Camp before Agra^ Oct* 12, 1803. 


Return 
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Return of the Killed, Wounded, and Missing, in the Affair of the lothOct. 1803. 
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Names of Officers killed and wounded. 

Artillery. — Lieutenant Beagham, wounded. 

2d battalion 9th regiment. — Lieutenant Grant, killed j Lieutenant Whitaker, 
wounded— since dead. 

I St battalion 1 2 th regiment. — Lieutenant Woolet, wounded. 

1 st battalion 14th regiment. — Major Thomas, Lieutenant Rose, Ensign Oliver, 
wounded. 

1st battalion 15th regiment. — Lieutenant Perry, wounded. 

J. GERARD, Adj. Gen. 


To his Excellency the Most Noble Marquis Wellesley, Governor General, &c. &c. 

My Lord, 

I HAVE the satisfaction to inform your Lordship, that the battalions who were 
opposed to us in the affair of the loth instant, came over last night, and are now 
encamped near us. 

Their number is about 2500. 

I have reason to believe that their compliance with my terms was chiefly owing to 
the severe loss, and complete defeat they experienced in the affair of the loth 

instant. 
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instant. By tlieir own account the loss they sustained was upwards of six hundred 
killed, 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarten^ Camp before Oct, 13, 1803. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Secretary to the Government. 


Fori William^ Oct, 25, 1803. 

A Disp?.tc:li, of which the following is an extract, has been this day received by his 

Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, from his Excellency the Com- 
mander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Most Noble Marquis Wellesley, Gr;/rr^/, &V. 

My Lord, 

I Have the honour to inform your Lordship, that about noon yesterday I received 
note No. 1, addressed to the oflicer commanding in the trenches ; in consequence of 
which I ordered all firing to cease till four in the evening, and in my answer, No. 2, 
desired a confidential person might be sent to my camp. 

About two o’clock. Colonel Sutherland, whom they liberated from confinement 
for that purpose, arrived in my camp with letters No. 3 and No. 4. 

As it appeared their wish that I should send an oflicer into the fort, I requested 
Captain Salkeld to accompany Colonel Sutherland thither with my replies, No. 5 
and 6, to explain to the garrison the terms on which they would be allowed to 
surrender. 

Captain Salkeld saw all the native chiefs, and found that they wxre not decided 
in their opinions on the subject. They started several diflicultics ; and wdnlst he 
was endeavouring to remove these, the firing from the fort recommenced, without 
any evident cause, which induced him to return to camp. 

Being desirous, from motives of humanity, to induce them to listen to my terms, 
a messenger, intrusted with a letter from me, was again sent this morning. They 
have refused, how^ever, all intercourse, from which l am inclined to think that their 
only object yesterday was to gain time. 

My grand batteries will open on the morning of the 16th, and I have reason to 
think that soon afterwards a practicable breach will be eflcctcd. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters, Camp before J^ra, Oct, 14, 1803. 


No. I. 

To the Officer commanding opposite Madcr Chur, 

Sir, 

The fort demands a cessation of hostilities, and are going to send terms to camp. 
October 13, 1803. (Signed) G. W. HESSING. 

No. 2. 
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No. 2. 

To Colonel G. W. Hessing, hfc. 


Sir, 

Hostilities will cease till four o’clock this evening, before which time a confidential 
person is expedted to be sent into camp with the terms proposed. If he docs not 
arrive before that hour, liostilities will recommence. 

The person who comes will be treated with every attention, and allowed to return 
in perfect safety. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) G. A. V, LAKE, Military Secretary. 

Tlcad Quarters of the British Army^ Oct, 13, 1803. 


Na. 3. 

To his Excellency General Lake, Commander in Chief &c. 

Sir, 

We have the honour to Inform your Excellency, that notwithstanding the past 
violent and unwarrantable proceeding of the people of the fort, they have at last 
become a little more reasonable, from our repeatedly telling them that any further 
resistance on their part would avail them nothing, but, on the contrary, would 
exasperate your Excellency and the troops under your command, so as to exter- 
minate the whole of them if a storm took place. Their commandants have con- 
sequently come to us this forenoon in a body, and requested of us to forward to 
your Excellency the accompanying proposal for the surrender of the fort, to which 
their respective names are affixed. 

Should any unforeseen deviation from their proposal take place, as we are still 
their prisoners, we hope your Excellency will not impute to us the blame. 

Their proposal is to deliver up the fort, guns, stores, &c. to your Excellency, at 
any time after the receipt of this you may think proper ; protection to themselves 
and private property, after delivering up the Sircar's arms and property j and be 
allowed to remain in the city, or to go wherever their families may be. 

,We have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient humble servants, 

(Signed) G. W. HESSING. 

Fori of Agra^Oct, 13, 1803. H. SUTHERLAND. 


No. 4. 

All the officers of the fort of Akberabad give in writing the following en- 
gagement : 

Whereas a misunderstanding had taken place with Colonel George William 
Hessing, at the instigation of the sepoys, all the officers and sepoys do give in 
writing this engagement, that wc will implicitly abide by whatever the said Colonel 
may adjust on our part with General Lake, for the security of our lives, properties, 
effects, and honour. We have agreed to invest the said Colonel with full powers 
for this purpose. — This engagement is correct. — Dated the 25th Jemmaudee-oo- 
Saunc I a 18 (iith or 12th October). — Signed by fifteen officers, Mahomedans and 
Hindoos. 


No. 5- 
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No. 5- 

To Colonel George Hessing, Mr. Sutherland, &V. 

Gentlemen, 

Your letter has been received. 

On the terms proposed in the last paragraph of your letter, I allow the garrison 
to march out with protection to themselves and private property. After delivering 
up the Sircar’s arms, treasure, or any other public property, those wlio belong to 
the city may remain there, the others allowed to go where their families may be. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters^ British Cawp^ Oct. 13, 1803. 


No. 6. 

His Excellency General Lake engages, that all the oflicers and sepoys wlio arc 
within the fort of Akbcrabad, shall be allowed to proceed in the most honourable 
manner, with their clothes, whithersoever they may choose. No interruption 
whatever will be given to those ofllccrs and sepoys, their families and children. But 
all arms and military weapons, muskets and guns, carts and carriages, and treasure, 
which may be within the fort, shall belong to the Company. 

'’J'hey (officers, &:c.) shall not be allowed to carry out of tlie fort any money or 
effects of the above description. 

The officers, &c. arc required to specify in writing the hour at winch tlicy may 
determine with the bearer of this engagement to surrender the fort, in order that 
the British troops may enter the fort. 

God is witness to the sincerity of this engagement. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Secretary to iltc Government. 


Fort IVilliani^ Ocioher 28, 1803. 

A Dispatch, of which the following Is a copy, has been received this day by his 
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, from his Excellency the Com- 
mander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Most Noble Makqijis Wellesley, Governor General^ &V. 

My Lord, 

I HAVE the pleasure to inform your Lordship, that the important fortress of Agra, 
termed by the natives ‘‘ The Key of Hindostan,’’ capitulated last night, and the 
garrison, consisting of between five and six thousand men, marched out at noon 
this day, when the place was immediately occupied by our troops, under the com- 
mand of Brigadier General McDonald. 

The only terms required by the garrison were protection to their persons and pri- 
vate property, which was agreed to on my part. 

I attribute the early surrender of this place to the great impression our breaching 
batteries, which opened yesterday morning within 35c yards, made on the walls^ 
and which w^ould have caused a practicable breach in a few hours more battering. 

T Eo 
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To Colonel Horsford, of the artillery, and Captain Wood, of the corps of en. 
gineers, as well as to every other officer in those two corps, I feel myself under 
great obligations for their unremItted exertions on this occasion, and to which I 
principally attribute niy early success against this place. 

I have the pleasure to say our loss, since the construction of the batteries, has 
been very trifling. Three Turopean artillery men, and three Golundauze, killed, 
are the only casualties. 

A return of the ordnance, stores, ice. found in the fort, I shall have the honour 
to forward for your Lordship’s information to-morrow. 

1 have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters, Agra, Oct. i8, 1803. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Secretary to the Government. 


Garrison Orders, by bis Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General and 

Captain General. 

Fort William, October 28, 180^. 

A royal salute to be fired immediately from the ramparts of Fort William, in 
honour of the surrender of the important fortress of Agra, on the 17th instant at 
night, to the forces under tlie personal command of his Excellency General I.ake. 

A general dischai'ge of the artillery on the ramparts of Fort William, followed 
by "Si feu de joie from all the troops in garrison, to take place at sun-set this evening, 
and to be answered by the artillery at Dum Dum, and by the troops at Barrackpore. 

Extra batta to be served to the European troops in garrison. 

J. ARMSTRONG, Acting Military Secretary. 

General Orders, by his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in Council. 

Fort IVilliam, October 27, 1803. 

All officers now at the Presidency on leave of absence from their corps, whether 
on account of their health, or their private affairs, are immediately to report them- 
selves to the officer commanding at the Presidency ; and all officers who may here- 
after arrive at the Presidency, are to report their arrival to him. 

(Signed) THOMAS HILL, 1st Assist. Sec. Mil. Dept. 


Government House, Friday, Oct. 28, 1803. 

7 'hcre will be a levee at the Government House on Monday next, the 31st instant, 
at ten o’clock. 

Captain Bristow will receive the cards of such persons as may be desirous of being 
presented to the Governor General. 

Aides-de-camp in waiting on Monday next, Captains Bristow and Camac. 

B. CAMAC, Aid-de-Camp. 

His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General will hold a public durbar 
at nine o’clock in the evening of Monday, the 31st instant, for the purpose of re- 
ceiving the congratulations of the natives of rank and foreign vakeels at the 

Presidency, 
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Presidency, on the late glorious success of the British arms in Hindustan and the 
Dekan, 

By order of his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, 

N. B. EDMONSTONE, Per. Secretary to Government. 


Fort Oct. 1803. 

Dispatches, of which the following are extracts, have been received this day by his 

]".xccUency the Most Noble the Governor General, from the Honourable Major 

General Wellesley. 

My Lord, Camp at Assyc^ Sept. 24, 1803. 

I WAS joined by Major Hill, with the last of the coivvoys expected from the river 
KIstna on the i8th, and on the 20th was enabled to move forwartl towards the 
enemy, who had been joined in the course of the last seven or eight days by the 
infantry under Colonel Pohlman, by that belonging to Begum Sumroo, and by 
another brigade ot inhintry, the name of whose commander 1 have not ascer- 
tained. The enemy's army was collected about Bokerdun, and between that place 
and Jallicrabad. 

I was near Colonel Stevenson’s corps on the 21st, and had a conference with that 
officer, in which we concerted a plan to attack the enemy’s army with tlie divisions 
under our command on the 24th in the morning, and wc marched on the 2 2d, 
Colonel Stevenson by the western route, and I by tlic eastern route, round the hills 
between Budnapoor and Jalna. 

On the 2 d I arrived at Naulniah, and there received a report that Scindiali and 
the Rajah ot Bcrar had moved off in the morning with their cavalry, and tliat the 
infantry were about to follow, but were still in camp at the distance of about six 
miles from the ground on which I liad intcndcil to encamp. Ir was obvious that 
tlic attack was no longer to be delayed ; and having provided for ilie security of my 
baggage and stores at Naulniah, I marched on to attack the enemy. 

I found the whole combined army of Scindiali and the Rajah of l>crar encamped 
on the bank of tlie Kaitna river, nearly on the ground which I had been inlormed 
they they occupied. Their right, wliich consisted entirely of cavalry, was about 
Bokerdun, and extencied to their corps of infantry, whicJi were encamped in tlic 
neighbourhood of Assyc. Although I came first in front of their right, I deter- 
mined to attack their left, as the defeat of their cc)rps of infantry was iDost likely to 
be effectual ; accordingly I marched round to their left ffar;k, can ering the march of 
the column of infantry by the British cavalry in the rear, and by the Marluuta and 
Mysore cavalry on the right flank. 

We passed the river Kaitna at a feu'd beyond the enemy’s left flank, and I formed 
the infantry immediately in two lines, with the British cavalry, as a reserve, in a 
third, in an open space between that river and a nullah running parallel to it. The 
Marhatta and Mysore cavalry occupied the ground beyond the Kaitna on our left 
flank, and kept in check a large body of the enemy's cavalry, which had followed 
our march from the right of their own position. 

The enemy had altered the position of their infantry previous to our attack ; it 
was no longer, as at first, along the Kaitna, but extended from that river, across to 
the village of Assye, upon the nullah which was upon our right. Wc attacked 
them immediately, and the troops advanced under a very hot fire from cannon, the 

T 2 execution 
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execution of which was terrible. The picquets of the infantry, and the 74th re- 
giment, which were on the right of the first and second lines, suffered particularly 
from the fire of the guns on the left of the enemy^s position near Assye. The 
enemy^s cavalry also made an attempt to charge the 74th regiment, at the moment 
when they were most exposed to this fire, but they were cut up by the British ca- 
valry, which moved on at that moment. At length the enemy’s line gave way in 
all directions, and the British cavalry cut in among their broken infantry ; but some 
of their corps went off in good order, and a fire was kept up on our troops from 
many of the guns from which the enemy had been first driven, by individuals who 
had been passed by the line under the supposition that they were dead. 

Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, vdth the British cavalry, charged one large body of 
infantry which had retired, and was formed again, in which operation he was 
killed ; and some time elapsed before we could put an end to the straggling fire which 
was kept up by individuals from the guns from which the enemy were driven. The 
enemy’s cavalry also, which had been hov^ering round us throughout the action, 
was still near us. At length, when the last formed body of infantry gave way, the 
whole went off, and left in our hands ninety pieces of cannon. 

This victory, which was certainly complete, has however cost us dear. Your 
•Excellency will perceive by the enclosed return, that our loss in officers and men 
has been very great ; and in that of Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell and other officers, 
whose names are therein included, greatly to be regretted. 

I cannot write in too strong terms of the conduct of the troops ; they advanced 
in the best order, and with the greatest steadiness, under a most destructive fire, 
against a body of infantry far superior in numbers, who appeared determined to 
contend with them to the last, and who were driven from tlicir guns only by the 
bayonet ; and notwithstanding the numbers of the enemy’s cavalry, and the re- 
peated demonstrations they made of an intention to charge, they were kept at a 
distance by our infantry. 

I am particularly indebted to Lieutenant Colonel Harness, and Lieutenant Colonel 
Wallace, for the manner in which they conducted their brigades ; and to all the 
officers of the staff for the assistance I received from them. Tlic officers command- 
ing brigades, nearly all those of the staff, and the mounted officers of the infantry, 
had their horses shot under them. 

I have also to draw your Excellency’s notice to the conduct of the cavalry, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, particularly that of the 1 9th dragoons. 

The enemy arc gone off towards the Adjuntee Ghaut, and I propose to follow 
them, as soon as 1 can place my captured guns and the wounded in security. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, with the greatest respect, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient and faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) ARTHU R WELLESLEY. 

Colonel Stevenson arrived this morning at Bokerdun, and I imagine that he will 
be here this evening. 

His Excellency ihe Governor General^ Sffr. 


A Return 
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A R^urn of the Killed^ JV yunded, and Mhsingf of the Detachment under the Conwhind of Miyor^General the 
Hmmrablc Arthur Wellesley, at the Battle of Assye^ against the Army of Dowlut Rao SciNDiAii, 
on Friday the 'I'^d of September 1803. 
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List of Officers killed and wounded. 

Ills Majesty’s 19th light dragoons. — Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, commanding 
the cavalry, and Captain R, Boyle, killed; Captains Cathcart and Sale, Lieutenants 
Wilson and Young, wounded. 

Fourth native cavalry. — Captain H. Mackay, agent for public cattle, killed ; 
Cornet Meredith, wounded. 

Fifth native cavalry. — Captain J. Coicbrooke, wounded; Lieutenant Bonomi, 
Adjutant, killed ; Lieut. Maclcod, Quarter Master, and Lieut. Darke, wounded. 

Seventh native cavalry. — Captain Maegregor, wounded. 

First battalion artillery. — Captains Lieutenant Steele and Fowler, Lieutenants 
Lindsay and Griffith, killed. 

His Majesty’s 74th regiment, — Captains D. Ay tone, A. Dyce, R. Macleod, Pay- 
master of the regiment, and J. Maxwell — Lieutenants J. Campbell, J. M. Campbell, 
J. Grant, R. Ncilson, L. Campbell, and M. Morris--~Vo!unteer G. Tew, not on the 
strength, but recommended for an Ensigney, killed ; Major S. Swinton, Captain 
Lieutenant N. J. Moore, Lieutenants J. A. Mein, M'Murdo, and M. Shawc, Ensign 
B. Kearnan, w’ounded. 

His Majesty’s 78th regiment. — Lieutenant J. Douglas, killed ; Captain Lieute- 
nant C. McKenzie, Lieutenants J. Kinlock and J. Larkin, Ensign J Bethune, acting 
Adjutant, wounded. 

First battalion 2d native infantry. — Lieutenant Brown, killed. 

First battalion 4th native infantry. Lieutenant Mavor, kdled. 

First battalion 81I1 native infantry. — Lieutenants Davie, Fair, Hunter, and 
Desgraves, wounded. 

First battalion lotli native infantry. — Lieutenant Perrie, killed; Lieutenant Tay- 
lor, wounded. 

Second battalion 12th native infantry.— ‘Lieutenant Colonel Maclcod, Major 
M^Cally, Lieutenants Bowdler, Harvey, Smith, and Dc Crez, wounded. 

(Signed) R. BARCLAY, Deputy Adjutant General in Mysore. 


My Lord, Ciunp^ September ^^03, 

I HAVJC the honour to enclose an account of the ordnance taken troin tlic enemy 
in the action of the 23d instant. I have reason to believe that there arc still four 
more guns, whicli were thrown into the river by the enemy in their retreat. 

We have taken seven stand of colours, and the enemy lost all their amnmnitlon, 
although the tumbrils having blown up, some during the action, and others during 
the succeeding night, wc have got nothing but the shot. The ordnance is very 
fine ; but 1 have destroyed the iron guns, and shall put the brass guns in a place of 
security. 

The enemy lost twelve hundred men killed in the field of battle, and their 
wounded are scattered in all parts of the country. It is reported that Jadoon Rao, 
Scindialx’s principal minister, received a wound, of which he died the day before 
yesterday. Their army are in the greatest confusion, and retiring to Burhaunpoor. 
Colonel Stevenson has followed them down the Adjuntec Ghaut, and I propose to 
descend the Ghauts as soon as I shall have placed the wounded soldiers in security. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, with the greatest respect, 

Y"our Excellency’s most obedient and faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

Bis Excellency the Governor General^ 


ii Return 
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A Return of Ordnance taJsenfrom the Emmy in the Battle of the 23^/ September 1803. 
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*]'he number of tumbrils, and cmanlity of ammunition and stores taken, cannot be ascertained, as, after the action 
and during- tlie night, a great number of tiimbriis were blown up, 

(ciigned) M. BEAUMAN, C.ipt. conunanding Artiliery, 

Cam/>, Aisyfy '-'9//' St'pt.'frber 18m. 

Published by command of hit Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. Lumsden, Chiel Sec. to the Govt. 


Fort IVilliam^ October 31, 1803. 

A Dispatch, of which the following is a copy, was yesterday received from the 
Secretary to the Honourable the Governor in Council of Bombay. 

To John Lumsoen, Esq, Chief Secretary to the Supreme Government at Fort tVilUam. 
Sir, 

I AM directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to forward to you, for 
the information of his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in Council, 
the enclosed copy of a dispatch under this date, from the commanding oiliccr of the 
forces, with its enclosures, respecting the capitulation of Powanghur. 

Major General Nicolls has been desired to communicate to the officer in com- 
mand, and to the other officers and men doing duty at the reduction of Chainpaneer 
and Powanghur, tii * entire approbation of Government of their very incrituiious 
services. 1 have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) J. A. GRiVN P, Secretary to Government. 
Bombay Castle^ September 27, i 803. 


To the Honourable Jonathan Duncan, Esq, President and Governor in Council, 
Honourable Sir, 

THE enclosed is a copy of a letter from Colonel Murray, giving cover to one from 
Lieutenant Colonel Woodington, respecting tlie capitulation of Powanghur. 1 have 
the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) O. NICOLLS, M. G. 

Bombay y September 27, 1803. 


No. I. 
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No- T. 

Major Gc7iera! Nicoli.s. 

hiH, 

! have the lionour to enclose a letter which I received this morning from Lieute- 
Truit Colonel Woodingioin It is necessary to inform you, that the delay of this 
important communication arises from the miscarriage of the Coloners letter, although 
‘>cni in duplicate. 

( ’oloncl Woodington highly praises tlie zeal and activity of the troops under his 
conunand, and to judge by thdr success, the praise is well merited. 

Colonel Woodington has in a most, particular manner requested that I should lay 
the meritorious services of Serjeant Moore, of liis Majesty’s 86th regiment, before 
ytni. lie led the forlorn hope at die assault of Baroach, and behaved with the at- 
nu)st gallantry on that occasion. Majbr Cuyler speaks highly in favour of his general 
( li.iracteiv 

I liave the honour 4 :o be, &c. &c. 
rSigned) E MURRAY, Colonel. 

IlraJ O: Sep! ember 'll ^ I803. 


No. 2. 

To Colonel Murray, commafiding ihc Forces in the Guzerat. 

In consequence of your communication to me last night, that you had not received 
iny official communication on the surrender of Powanghur by capitulation, I have 
tliC honour to address you again on the subject. 

After a breach had been effected in the wall of the inner fort, as also that another 
was almost practicable in a tower at the angle of the outer fort, the garrison offered 
to capitulate on the morning of the seventeenth, on condition of being protected in 
their persons and private property. To these terms I agreed, on condition of imme- 
diately taking possession of the l)reach in the inner wall with a company of sepoys : 
they however tacked other stipulations to the capitulation, viz. that 1 should agree 
to pay them the arrears due from Scindiah, and that two of the commanders of the 
Guikwar cavalry with me ( amounting to about 300 horse) should sign the agree- 
ment. To these latter articles 1 would on no account agree, and it was not until 
fourP. M. when they found from our continuing to batter, that I would admit ot 
no delay, that they agreed to the original terms, which were immediately carried 
into full effect, by tlicir evacuation of the fort and mountain, of w hich wx took 
possession. 

If this had not taken place 1 had made the necessary arrangements for storming 
l)Oth breaches on the morning of the l8th, and I conceive that the garrison wxa e 
intimidated from a knowledge that, if they opposed us on our entering the breaches, 
their communication wdth the upper fort would be cut off, and they had no other 
way to escape than the road which led down by our battery. 

Could they have obtained possession of the upper fort, or Balia Killa, at the top 
of the mountain, lam inclined to think it utterly impregnable. 

I have left Captain Cliffe of the engineers to take a plan and view of tJie forts and 
works on the mountain, which I doubt not, from his known abilities, will be ably 
executed. 


It 
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It Is with the greatest pleasure that I etnbrace'this opportunity of submitting for 
your notice, the merits, zeal, and great exertions of all ranks on this service. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) H. WOODINGTON, 

Barodoy September a i, 1 803. Lieut. Colonel. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Government. 


. Fort William^ November 1 , 1 803. 

DISPATCHES have been received this day from the Honourable Major General 
Wellesley, under date the 6th of October 1803, containing intelligence, that on the 
3th of October, Major General Wellesley had received a letter from the enemy’s 
camp, signed by Ballajce Khoonjur, one of the ministers of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
requesting that Major General Wellesley would dispatch a British officer, together 
with an officer of the Subahdar of tiie Dckan, to the enemy’s camp, for the purpose 
of negotiating terms of peace between the allies and the confederate Marhatta 
cl'.ieftalns. 

Major General Wellesley had not complied with this request, but had signified his 
disposition to receive at the British camp, with every mark of honour and respect, 
any person duly empowered by the direct authority of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, or of 
the Rajah of Berar, to propose terms of peace to the allied powers. 

• Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Government. 


General Orders, by His Excellency the Mojl Noble the Governor General in Council. 

Fort William, October 30, 1 803. 

THE Governor General in Council has this day received from Major General the 
Honourable Arthur Wellesley, the official report of the signal and splendid victory 
obtained by the troops under the personal command of that distinguished officer, on 
the 23d of September, at Assyo in the Dekan, over the combined armies of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar. 

At the close of a campaign of the most brilliant success and glory in every quarter 
of India, this transcendant victory demands a testimony of public honour, equal to 
any which the justice of the British Government in Inffia has ever conferred on' the 
conduct of our officers and troops in the moft distinguished period of our military 
history. 

The Governor in Council highly approves the skilful plan formed by Major Gene- 
ral Wellesley on the 2 ist of September, for precluding the escape of the enemy, and 
for reducing their combined army to the necessity of hazarding a general action. 

His Excellency in Council also signifies his most cordial approbation of the magna- 
nimity, promptitude, and judgment with w'hich Major General Wellesley deter- 
mined upon the instantaneous attack of the enemy on the 23d of September.* 

During the severe action which ensued, the conduct of Major General Wellesley 
united a degree of ability, of prudence, and dauntless spirit, seldom equalled, and 
never surpassed. 

The Governor General in Council signifies his warmest applause of the cxemjJary 

If order 
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order and steadiness with which the troops advanced under a most destructive fire, 
against a body of the enemy’s infantry, considerably superior in number, and deter- 
mined to oppose a vigorous resistance to our attack. The numerous infantry of the 
enemy were driven from their powerful artillery at the point of the bayonet, with 
an alacrity and resolution truly worthy of British soldiers ; and the firmness and 
discipline manifested by our' brave infantry, in repelling the great body of the ene- 
my’s cavalry, merit the highest commendation. 

The Governor General in Council has remarked with great satisfaction, the gal- 
lant and skilful conduct of the cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Max- 
well, and particularly of his Majesty's 1 9th regiment of light dragoons, a corps dis- 
tinguished in India by a long and uninterrupted course of arduous service and of 
progressive honour. 

His Excellency in Council directs Major General Wellesley to signify to all the 
officers and troops employed on this glorious occasion, and especially to Lieutenant 
Colonel Harness, and to Lifeutenant Colonel Wallace, who commanded brigades, 
and to the officers of the staff, the high sense entertained by the Governor General 
in Council of their eminent and honourable services. 

The important benefits resulting from the triumph of our arms in the battle of 
Assye are not inferior to the splendor of the action. The immediate consequences 
derived from the exertions of that day have been the complete defeat of the com- 
bined army of the confederate chieftains; an irreparable blow to the strength and effi- 
ciency of their military resources, especially of their artillery, in the Dekan ; the expul- 
sion of an hostile and predatory army from the territory of our ally the Soubahdar of 
the Dekan; and a seasonable and effectual check to the ambition, pride, and rapacity 
of the enemy. 

The prosperous result of these advantages must be accelerated by the auspicious 
progress of our arms in other provinces or India; and it may reasonably be expected 
that the decisive victories gained at Delhi and Assye on the I ith and 23d of Septem- 
ber, will speedily compel the enemy to restore peace to Hindustan and to the Dekan. 

'fhe achievements of our commanders, officers, and troops during this campaign, 
and especially in the signal victories of Delhi and of Assye, must inspire a general 
sentiment of just confidence in the vigour of our military resources, and in the stabi- 
lity of our dominion and power. Our uniform success in frustrating every advan- 
tage of superior numbers, of powerful artillery, and even of obstinate resistance op- 
posed by the enemy, constitutes a satisfactory proof of the established superiority of 
British discipline, experience, and valor ; and demonstrates, that the glorious pro- 
gress of our arms is not the accidental result of a teihporary or transient advantage, 
but the natural and certain effect of a permanent cause. 

From these reflections, consolation is to be derived for the loss of those lamented 
and honoured officers and soldiers, who, animated by the gallant spirit of their Gene- 
ral, and emulating the noble example of his zeal and courage, sacrificed their lives 
to the honour and interests of their country. 

The Governor General in Council greatly regrets the loss of Lieutenant Colonel 
Maxwell of his Majesty’s 19th dragoons, who fell at the head of the British cavalry, 
bravely charging a large body of the enemy’s infantry. With the utmost concern 
his Excellency in Council records the names of the valuable and excellent officers 
who have fallen with glory at the battle of Assye, in achieving the complete defeat 
of the enemy, and in establishing the triumph of the British arms in the Dekan, 
Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, Captains R. Boyle, H. Mackay, D. Aytone, A. Dyce, 

R. Macleod, 
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R. Macleod, and T. Maxwell ; Captain lieutenants Steele and Fowler ; Lieutenants 
Bonomi, Griflith, J. Campbell, J. M. Campbell, J. Grant, R. Meilson, L. Caimpbcll, 
M. Morris, and J. Douglas; Lieutenants Brown, Mavor, Perrie, and volunteer Tew . 

In testimony of the high honour acquired by the army under the personal command 
of Major General Wellesley at the battle of Assye, the Governor General in Council 
is pleased to order, that honorary colours, with a device properly suited to comme- 
morate that splendid victory, be presented to the corps of cavalry and infantry em- 
ployed on that glorious occasion. The names of the brave officers and men wlio fell 
at the battle of Assye will be commemorated, together with the circumstances of the 
action, upon the public monument to be erected at Fort Wifliam, to the memory of 
those who have fallen in the public service during the present campaign. 

'I’he honorary colours granted by these orders to his Majesty’s i pth regiment of 
dragoons, and to the 74th and 78th regiments of foot, are to be used by those corps 
while they shall continue in India, or until his Majesty’s most gracious pleasure be 
signified through his Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

His Excellency the most noble the Governor General, Captain General and Com- 
mander in Chief of all the land forces serving in the East Indies, is pleased to direct, 
tliat these orders be publicly read to the troops under arms, at every station ef the 
land forces in the East Indies, and that the European officers of the native corps do 
cause the same to be duly explained to the native officers and troops. 

By command of hk Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in Council, 

L. HOOK, Sec. to the Govt. Milt. Dept. 

By his Excellency the Captain General and Commander in Chief of the land forces, 

J. ARMSTRONG, Acting Military Secretary. 


Fort WiUiattty Ncvmber 3 , 1803. 

A Dispatch, of which the following is a copy, has been this day received, by his 
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, from his Excellency the Com* 
mander in Chief. 

To his EKcellency the Most Noble MARQtns Wei-lesley, Governor General, &c. 


MV LORD, 

I have the honour to enclose for your Lordship’s information, correct returns of 
the ordnance, ammunition, &c. captured at this place. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 


Head Quarters, Camp at A^ra, Oet, 33, 1803. 


U 2 
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Return of the Ordnance^ Ammunition^ is’c. captured at the Attack of the Enemy* s Camp under 
the Walls of the Fort^ and the Town of Agra, 

Camp, October 22, 1803. 


2 brass 1 6 pounders, 
16 ditto 6 ditto, 

7 ditto 4 ditto, 

I ditto 3 ditto, 


I 


Mounted on field carriages with limbers complete. 


26 {ueces of different natures. 


26 tumbrils laden with ammunition for the above. 

29 ammunition carriages ditto ditto. 

» REMARKS. 

The above ordnance appear to be perfectly “ serviceable,” excepting one brass 
four-pounder, which is burst. 

The whole of the pieces are of the same manufacture as those captured at Delhi. 

(Signed) J. HORSFORD, 
Lieutenant Colonel commanding Artillery in the Field. 
A true copy, 

(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Mil. Sec. 


Returns of Ordnance, Ammunition, fsfr. captured in the Fort of Agra. 

Camp at Agra, October 22, 1803. 

BRASS GUNS. 

1 large gun. — ^This is the femous piece known by the name of the Great Gun at 
Agra. It is said to be composed of many metals, including all the 
precious ones. Its ball measures 22 inches : such a one, if of cast iron, 
weighs nearly 1 5oolbs. 

I 72 pounder. — This gun is said to be of the same composition as the above one. 


1 

I 

5 

1 

>9 

6 

7 

2 

2 

5 

2 

I 


20 pounder. 

10 ditto 
9 ditto 
8 ditto 
6 ditto 
5 ditto 
4 ditto 
3 ditto 
2 ditto 
1 ditto 

1 8 pounder carronadcs, 
16 ditto 


I 8 pounder carronade 

1 3 ditto galloper 

2 2 ditto 
I ditto 

3 I ditto 

9 wall guns 
1 12 inch mortar 

i 8 ditto 

I 6 inch howitzer 

1 54 ditto 

I 4i ditto 

76 brass guns of different natures. 


IRON 
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IRON GUNS. 

6 2 pounders 

4 I ditto 

1 1 2 pounder gallopers. 

4 1^ ditto 

4 I ditto 

26 wall guns 

86 iron guns of different natures. 

33 tumbrils. 

ABSTRACT. 

Brass pieces of different natures - • > 76 

Iron ditto ditto . _ - - 86 

162 

REMARKS. 

The brass pieces are in general of the same manufacture as those taken in the camp 
and town. Of the iron ones, several are what are termed bar guns. 

The whole are mounted, either on travelling carriages with elevating screws, or on 
country block carriages turning on a large pivot. Several spare carriages are ready 
to receive pieces which may be broken down. 

In the magazines arc large quantities of gunpowder, shot, rockets, &c. &c. but the 
pjecise weight and number not yet ascertained. 

(Signed) J. HORSFORD, 

Lieutenant Colonel commanding Artillery in the Field. 

A true copy, (Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Military Secretary. 


1 32 pounder. 

I 24 ditto 
1 18 ditto 

4 1 2 ditto 

I 1 o ditto 
1 8 ditto 

6 6 ditto 

4 5 ditto 

6 4 ditto 

6 3 ditto 


The following extracts of dispatches, received from Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt 
and Captain Morgan, are published for general information. 

To Captain Armstrong, Acting Military Secretary to his Excellency the Most Noble the 

Governor General, 

SIR, 

I request you will have the goodness to report to his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General, that in obedience to his Excellency’s commands, 1 have pro- 
ceeded to Ganiam, and have this morning assumed the command of the field force 
assembled under his Excellency’s orders. 

I find this force sufficiently supplied with every requisite, to enable it to move 
Immediately, and I shall in consequence proceed from hence to-morrow. 

I expectin three marches to reach the Manickapatam river, which I trust 1 shall 
pass on the day of my arrival ; from thence it is two marches to Jaggernaut, where, 
from the necessary arrangements that must take place, 1 shall be detained some days. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT, Lieut. Col. 

Jn Camp at Pyaghee, September 1 1, 1 803. 

To 
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T 5 Captain Armstrong, Admg Military Secretary to his Excellency the Most Noble the 

Governor General. 


SIR, 

I am now widiin a short march of the village of Manickapatam, where I am told 
five thousand infantry, and two thousand horse, are stationed to oppose my passage ; 
but I am not led to expect any serious difficulties in possessing myself to-morrow 
morning (or in the course of this night) of that post. 

1 have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT, Lieut. Colonel. 

Camp at Mcctacoah, September 1 3, 1 803. 


To Captain Armstrong, Acting Military Secretary to his Excellency the Most Nob 'e the 

Governor General. 


sir, 

1 have the greatest satisfaction in stating to you, for the information of his Ex- 
cellency the Most Noble the Governor General, that I shall not be detained at this 
place beyond to-morrow, when I shall move towards Jaggernaut, having in two 
days passed a river not fordable, near a mile in breadth, with all the troops, camp 
equipage, stores and cattle, &c, &c. I have also landed from the transport vessels 
two 1 8-pounders, with their carriages, &c. 

If it had not been for uncommon exertions from all corps, each individual and 
each department generally, I could not possibly have so expeditiously effected this 
operation. 

I shall march to-morrow to Nursingapatam, and from thence, on the following 
day, to Jaggernaut. 

I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency the 
Most Noble the Governor General, that although I am encamped in the midst of a 
highly cultivated country, surrounded by villages, whose inhabitants have not de- 
serted them, or who having at the moment of our first taking possession of this part 
of the province of Cuttack, left their houses, arc already returned to them, I have 
not received a single complaint. My bazar is supplied by the native inhabitants, 
and a degree of confidence and security is manifested, and I trust, from the measures 
I have adopted, is completely experienced and established, which leaves me no more 
reason to doubt the continuance of that confidence than I have to doubt the conti- 
nuance of the security. I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT, Lieut. Colonel. 

Camp at Manickapatam^ Sept. 16, 1803. 


SIR, 


In Camp at ‘Jaggernaut^ Sept. 1 8, 1 803. 


I beg you will be pleased to state to his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor 
General, that we have this day taken possession of the city of Jaggernaut. 

Upon application from the chief Bramins of the Pagoda, I have afforded them 
guards (of Hindoos), and a most satisfactory confidence is shewn by the Bramins, 
Priests, and Officers of the Pagoda, and by the inhabitants of Jaggernaut, both in 
their present situation, and the future protection of the British Government. 

From 



APPENDIX D. 

From the general good conduct of the troops under my command, and from the 
strict attention which has been paid to my orders for preventing all interference 
with the inhabitants and natives, framed under the express injunctions of his Excel- 
lency the Most Noble the Governor General, not a single complaint has been made to 
me ; though I have, by every practicable means, invited a direct communication of 
the least deviation from this important duty. 

I humbly beg leave to congratulate his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor 
General on this important acquisition to the British possessions in India. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble servant. 

To C.jptain Armstrong, GEO. HARCOURT, Lieut. Col. 

Acting Military Secretary^ ^c. 

SIR, haul Biiug Fort, Cuttack, Oct. 24, 1803. 

On the 24th ultimo, I marched with the force under my command from Jugger- 
naut to Ahmedpoor, and I did not reach my^ground of encampment without great 
difficulty, owing to the extreme badness of the weather, the inundated state of the 
country, and the rise of the nullahs crossing my line of march. 

My advanced guard, under the command of Captain Hutchinson, of the 20th 
Bengal regiment, w^as several times annoyed by the enemy, but from the able manage- 
ment of that officer, our loss was not severe : it consisted in three men w'oundcd, as 
appears in the enclosed general return. The loss of the enemy, I understand, was 
considerable. 

The difficulties that impeded the march of the line detained the heavy guns and 
.baggage for five days; when I proceeded to Beirpoorshuttumpoor, where 1 was 
again detained by the badness of the road and weather uoitil the 3d instant. 

Having thought it expedient to order a force in advance from Bcirpoorshuttum- 
poor, I detached the acting field officer of the day, with orders to occupy a position 
near Muckundpoor, which service again fell to the lot of Captain Hutchinson : im- 
Inediately on his leaving the camp he discovered the enemy on his Hanks in consi- 
derable force, both of horse and infantry, but he, notwithstanding much opposition, 
most completely carried my orders into effect. 1 regret to state that his loss was 
not inconsiderable, it consisted in two killed andtwcniy-one wounded. The loss of 
the enemy was very great from their being frequently exposed to a heavy discharge 
of grape from the six-pounder with Captain Hutchinson. 

I cannot omit reporting to you for his Excellency’s information, the conduct of 
Captain Hutchinson was most steady, able, and highly meritorious. 

On the night of the 4th, I moved towards Muckundpoor, when the advance under 
Lieutenant Colonel Clayton was again opposed by the enemy ; but from a well- 
directed and a very destructive fire they were completely dispersed, whilst our loss 
consisted of only one pioneer wounded. 

From Muckundpoor to the banks of the Kutjoory, we met with no opposition 
from the enemy, and my letters of the i ith and following days completely detail my 
‘subsequent operations. I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

(Signed) GEO. HARCOlIRT, 

Lieut. Colonel commanding in Cuttack, and Military Secretary 
to his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General. 

Return 
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To Captain Armstrong, Acting Military Sccrctar\y 
Sir, English Factory House, Balasorc, Sept. 22, iS-o v 

MY letter of the eoth from the entrance of tlie Balasorc river, and that of la:>t 
night, to Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson, copies of which I requested might be sent 
to you for the information of his Excellency tlie Most Noble the Governor General, 
&c. &c. will, in a small degree, have apprized you of the operations of tlic detach- 
ment which Ills Lordship was pleased to lionour me with the command of for the 
last two days ; but for his better information I shall proceed to state clrcumstancto. 
in detail from the fleet of transports leaving Kedgeree on the 14th instant. 

Owing to adverse winds, the transports, &c. as per margin *,only made the 
Neelgharee Hi!!s in the afternoon of tlic 17th instant, distant from llic bar, at the 
entrance of the P) il^sorc river, about sixteen miles. 

Early in the inoriih’:g of the ] 8th, Mr. Wright, the pilot, left the Alexander, and 
proceeded to explore the bar, and if possible, obtain by amicable means some na- 
tive pilots, but without effect; as at Bulramghurry House, near to the entrance into 
the river, was apo.^t of Marhatta infantry, who on failing to entice him on shore, fired 
into his boat without doing any injury. 

Mr. Wright then returned to the bar, and with the assistance of Mr. Pike, the 
pilot from the George, in another boat, by his perseverance, zeal, and superior 
abilities, found out the channe!, and took the proper bearings, &c. for conducting the 
transports over it. 

Early in the morning of the 19th, wc observed the pilots returning to tlic Alex- 
ander, wlicn the troops on board the Alexander and Anne were shifted to the 
George, Charles, Pairlie, and Lizard, with the least possible delay. About ten 
o’clock, tliosc transports, with the gun vessel (leaving the Alexander and Anne, with 
the sick of the detachment, and the whole of tlic baggage, tkc. at anchor) moved 
down for the entrance of the river, but were obliged to anchor close to the bar, to 
wait for the next day’s flood-tide ; soon after whicli came on a severe gale of v nid, 
which continued until the flood had pretty well made, about nine o’clock in the 
morning of the 20th ; when the vessels as per margin f crossed tlie bar, entered the 
Balasorc river, and anchored nearly opposite Bulramgliurry 1 louse ; leaving tlic 
Lizard brig at anchor on tlie outside of the bar, Mr. Wright being in dread of her 
striking on it from the report of her draft of water ; liowcvcT in passing the bar, we 
found to our great satisfaction full fourteen feet water on it at tlu licighl of the flood. 

One of the Indianicn’s long boats was left with the Lizard, wlicn the gale sliould 
subside a little to bring off the two six-pounders, and the remaining part of the 
detachment of artillery, proportion of ammunition, kc. and which joined us in the 
river about five o’clock in the evening. 

The party of Mahrattas stationed at Bulramghurry House, on seeing the vessels 
coming over the bar, fled towards Balasorc. 

The Lizard hired brig being much lightened by the detachment of artillery, two 
guns^ ammunition, &c. taken out of her, Mr. Wright is confident slic can come 
over the bar without much risk, and Mr. Pike, with another pilot, is left with 
her for that purpose. She could not yesterday attempt it for want of wind, 
but I am in great hopes it has been accomplished this day, or will be to-morrow. 

The inhabitants from the villages adjacent to the entrance Of the river flocked to 


* Alexander, Anne, George, Charles, Fairlie, Lizard hired brig ; Scourge gun-vessel, and two long 
boats. 

f Scourge gun-vcssel, George, Charles, and Fairlie, 


our 
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our vessels, and put on board each a native pilot, to conduct them up the river to 
this place ; expressing their extreme abhorrence of the savage Marhattas, and con- 
gratulating each other on the happy day that brings them under the British Go- 
vernment* 

Between six and seven o’clock P. M. the fleet got under weigh to proceed up the 
river, but from the darkness of the night, and a very heavy fall of rain, with the 
native pilots objecting to proceed, they were obliged almost immediately to come to 
anchor again. 

On the morning of the 21st, the vessels came up as far as possible, but finding 
they made but little progress, and hearing different reports that a party of the Mar- 
hattas who had been detached from Balasore to support their posts at the Ghauts 
between this and Jcllasore, was returning by forced marches to the defence, or to 
plunder and destroy the town (the latter the most probalde report), I came to the 
determination, with the most cordial concurrence of Captain Peter Grant, of imme- 
diately quitting the gun vessel and transports, and proceeding up the river as far as 
possible, with two six-pounders, &c. and as many fighting men as the boats would 
hold. After two hours great exertion we arrived at a clear spot of ground, the ebb- 
tide having set in. W^e were told by some of the inhabitants that it was only four 
miles by land to Balasore, but that it would take two or three more flood-tides to 
carry us up to it. 1 deemed it necessary to consult with Captain Peter Grant on 
the practicability of carrying the town, &c. without our guns, and he being fully of 
opinion with me (on our seeing the state of the country leading to it) that no time 
should be lost in making the attempt, in consequence of which we landed near 300 
from the l)()ats, rank and file, and directed our march towards the town over paddy 
fields inundated from one to three feet in water. 

On approaching the town the detachment halted to rest and refresh the men, 
when I made the best disposition of my force that 1 was able for the attack. 

About this period intelligence was brought me, that the military commander of the 
enemy, by nameNain, Iiad put the Fouzdar, Moro Pundit, in confinement, because 
he wished to come over to the English ; and that Nana, with the force under his 
command, was determined to dispute our getting possession of the town and factory 
house. 

The entrance into the towij, and until near the factory house, is one continued 
strong defile, which we soon found was lined with both cavalry and infantry, by 
fheir firing on our advanced party ; but that party pushing forward until very near 
them, and a flanking party I had detached, approaching them at the saiue pe- 
riod, both giving a steady and well directed fire; the enemy was instantly routed 
from their first position with considerable loss ; they say in all ten or twelve men 
fell. The detachment kept moving forward, under a tedious fire from the tops of 
houses, the entrances of lanes, and from behind walls and heights, returning a spi- 
rited fire at intervals until it gained the factory house with the loss only of one sepoy 
killed, and three wounded, when the whole business subsided. 

Parties were immediately posted in all direftions outside of the factory house, to 
keep in awe some of the enemy, who were sniping at us, and from which I attribute 
his not being able to annoy us further. 

I had written a letter to Moro Pundit, the Fouzdar, from the entrance of the 
Balasore river, advising him of my having a letter for him from his Excellency the 
niost noble the Governor General, &c. and wished he would point out some means of 
my communicating with him, and for which purpose a gentleman with me would be 

ready 
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ready to meet him, or any person he should depute, I received in return a verbal 
answer of Salam, and that he had received my letter. 

His Excellency’s letter I sent, immediately after gaining possession of the factory 
house, to a part of the outside of the town called the Marhatta Fort, to Moro 
Pundit ; but only a similar letter to the foregoing was returned. The n»en who 
carried the letter informed me, that the enemy was (juitting it with precipitation, 
and at day-break this morning I took possession of it. 

We found in it three old unserviceable iron guns on decayed carriages, one appa- 
rently a six>pounder, another a four-pounder, and a one-pounder. No shot, or am- 
munition of any description. A small quantity of grain of different kinds, and 
two chests, containing papers relative to the Sirkar, which shall be taken the greatest 
care of. 

I have directed Ensign Wilson, of the engineers, to report on the state of the post, 
which is certainly much superior in strength and convenience to the one we now 
possess ; likew isc on the factory house and compound ; w Inch shall be sent to you 
in the course of a few days. 

riie proclamation in English, with a translation of the same in liindoostance, 
were issued this morning, and similar ones sent round and proclaimed by beat of 
drum through the town and the villages near ; and it is w'itli peculiar pleasure I re- 
port the inhabitants returning to every house in great numbers. 

Many of the principal inhabitants, merchants, &c. waited on me last night and 
tills morning, expressing uncommon satisfaction at being taken under the proteclion 
of the British Government. 

I have received the most marked attention, and some little information respect- 
ing the flight of the enemy, from Mr. Princely the Danish resident at this place. 

By this day’s dawk, I have communicated to Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, or oiHcer 
commanding at Cuttack, my being in possession of tliis place, kc, kc. But I much 
fear the communication is not open, no dawk for the last three d lys having arrived 
licre from the southward ; but Captain Grant will endeavour this evening to dispatch 
by a private hircarr ah a duplicate of the same. 

The dawk arrived this day, (and has always been regular) from Calcutta, but I 
have received no letter from Lieutenant Colonel Eergusson. To-morrow I shall cer- 
tainly receive an answer to my letter to him of the 20th, when every means in our 
power shali be taken to facilitate his approach to this place, by pushing towards him 
a party to collect boats, &c. &c. at the different nullahs. 

I have just received accounts, which I have every reason to confide in, that the 
enemy who w^cre stationed between this and Jcllasore, at the different Ghauts, are 
flying through the jungles to gain the hills, and I sincers believe in three days more 
not a single Marhatta will be found betw^cen this and Jellasore. 

The gun vessel and transports are not yet in sight, owdng to the very strong cur- 
rent that prevails in the river. 

To-morrow I shall communicate further to you, on this, and the mode to be 
adopted for bringing the sick of the detachment, and the whole of the baggage, 
from the ships Alexander and Anne, lying in the roads. 

Permit me to request the favour of your recommending to his Excellency, the offi- 
cers and men of my detachment, who conducted themselves with great steadiness, 
and I may add gallantry, when I consider the concealed and heavy fire from near six 
hundred of the enemy, which they would have sustained, had they not been dis- 
lodged by my advance and flanking parties. 


It 
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It is, I bdieve, needless for me to expatiate on the merits of Captain Peter Grant ; 
but I must observe he has completely answered the views of his Excellency, and 
that I should deem his advice and assistance of the utmost importance, on the most 
trying occasion. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) THOMAS MORGAN, 

Captain Commanding the Detachments 


On the 30th September, Captain Morgan detached two companies of sepoys, un- 
der the command of Lieutenant Slye, to the town of Soorong, about twenty miles 
to the southward of Balasore, for the purpose of dislodging a party of the enemy, 
stationed near that place, and of opening a communication in the direction of Cut- 
tack. On the first of October, Lieutenant Slye attacked and defeated a party of the 
enemy, which had been posted at a village a short distance from Soorong. The 
detachment under Lieutenant Slye, having been reinforced by another company 
from Balasore, took possession of Soorong, on the 3d of October, without further 
opposition. 

On the 4th of October, a detachment of native infantry, with a detachment from- 
his Excellency the Governor General's body guard, under the command of his Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Fergusson, which had entered the province of Cuttack from Jcllasore, 
arrived at Balasore, without opposition. 

On the loth, Colonel Fergusson proceeded towards Cuttack, at which place a part 
of lus detachment liacl arrived on the 2d October. During the whole of his march. 
Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson received every assistance from the inhabitants, who 
expressed the utmost satisfaction at the prospect of being relieved from the oppres- 
sions to which they were subjected by the Marhattas, and of being speedily placed 
under the protection of the British Government. 

On the 6th of September, a detachment of British troops, under the command 
of laeutenant Colonel P. Powxll, crossed the Jumna, and entered the province of 
Bundclcund. 

On the 1 6th of September, Lieutenant Colonel Powell was joined by Rajah Ilim- 
mut Behaudur, with his forces near Teroa. 

The united detachments reached the river Cane, on the 23d of September. The 
troops of Shumshcre Behaudur were encamped on the opposite bank of the river in 
considerable strength. 

Having reduced feveral forts in the vicinity of his camp, and having establlflied the 
Britilh authority in the territory lying between the Jumna and the Cane, Colonel 
Powell, accompanied by Himmut Behaudur, crossed the latter river on the 1 oth 
of CJcd:obcr. 

The following extraft of a letter from Colonel Powell, is published by command of 
his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General in Council. 

To Lieutenant Colonel J. Gerard, Adjutant General^ Head Quarters. 

Sir 

IN my dispatch of yesterday, his Excellency the Commander in Chief will have 
been informed of my having crossed the Cane River, and of the communication 
which inmaediately thereupon took place betwixt the Nawaub Shumshere Behaudur, 
and myself. 

Alter the dispatch of my letter of yesterday, I received another intimation from 

Shumshere’s 
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Shumshere^s Vakeel, informing me of his master’s being forced by the persuasion 
of his Sirdars, to risk an engagement with the detachment under my command. 

This morning I accordingly made the necessary arrangement^ for meeting him. 
At half past ten o’clock, the detachment, after a most fatiguing march of six hours 
over a very uneven country, came in sight of Shumslicrc’s army, drawn out in line 
of battle upon this ground, and their camp all struck. Shumslierc’s line covered 
a great extent, and as it was advantageously posted, and they appeared adv^ancing, 
I had every expectation of a general action. I advanced in columns of battalions, 
within 1200 yards of the enemy; I deployed into line with an intention of 
advancing in that form as far as the ground would permit ; Init just as the line 
was formed, a gun of Rajah Hiinmut Bciiaudur s w.*s fired, v'hicli was mistaken as 
a signal for opening our guns, which immediately commenced a cannonade. After 
five minutes firing, the guns were again limbered, inconsequence of heavy ploughed 
fields, which rendered it impossible to get them along by the drag ropes. When 
advanced five hundred yards more, our guns recommenced firing. Tliose of the 
enemy had till now continued phying upon our line, with little or no cHcct, but 
soon after our guns opened the second time, those of Sh.umsherc ceased firing, 
whereupon our guns were again limbered, and the whole line advanced as fist as 
possible, upon w^hich Shumsherc’s army began to retire ; 1 thcrctorc ordered 
Captain Webber, with the squadron of cavalry and galloper, with 500 of Rajah 
Himmut Behaudur’s horse, to pursue the enemy, which they did for three miles, 
and got within reach of firing upon tlicm with the galloper, w hich opened upon 
a body of 1500 horse, with great eifect, when they continued to retreat at too 
great a speed for their pursuers to come up with them, whose horses from being 
twelve hours saddled were completely jaded. 

Our loss, as far as I have learnt, cIck’s not exceed eight or ten natives killed and 
wounded; but amongst the casualties I am sorry to inform you, that Cajitain 
Farley Smith is included ; he was killed by the lirst cannon shot from the cncuiy. 

At two o’clock P.M. I encamped on the spot where Shumshere's camp stood, 
and it is my intention to pursue iiiin to-morrow inornlug to ilic place where 1 
understand he is gone. 

I Iiave further to desire you will rcjHirt to his Excellency, that the behaviour of 
the whole of the cletachiTicnt during this day, was such as to merit my entire ap- 
probation. TIic following are the arEelcs taken from the enemy : — Two small 
guns, two tumbrils with ammunition, fourteen horses, and ten gun Imllocks. 

The Rajah has had seventeen men, and sixteen horses, killed and wounded. 
The loss of the enemy 1 have not yet ascertained. 

1 have tlic honour to be, Sir, 

Your most oViedient servant, 

(Signed) G. POWELL, Lieut. Col. eommancling at Bundelcund. 

Camp ai Capsah^ October 13, 1803. 

Accounts have been since received, that Sliumslierc Bchau lur has crossed tliC 
river Betwah, and evacuated the province of Bund IcuiaI. 

Published by command of iiis ExceiU i.ey the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

Jt LUMSDEN, Chief Secretary to the Government. 

Fort 
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Fort IViltiamy Ncvmhcr 13, 1803. 

A Dispiitch, of wlilch tiie following is a copy. Ins this day been received from 
Iiis Excellency tb.e Commander In Chief, by his Excellency the Most Noble the 
Governor General. 

Fo his Excellency ihc Most Noble Marqi}IS Wellesi.kv, Governor General^ iFc. &c. 

Cnn/p four miles to the JVestvjard of Cassowly^ Nevemher Uf, 1803. 

My Lord, 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency, that I marched from Agra on the 
? 7th ultimo, in pursuit of the Marliatta force, which was composed of the brigades 
which had been detached from the Dekan in the early part of the campaign, and of 
a few battalions which had effected their escape from Delhi, 1 was the more 
anxious to defeat this corps from its being furnished with a numerous artillery. 
Owing to the detention the army met witli from a heavy fall of rain, it was not 
until the 29th that it readied a camp to tlic westward of Futtipoor. From intel- 
ligence I received here of the rapid manner in which the Marhatta army wa:: 
moving, I determined to leave the heavy artillery, with a proper detachment of 
infantry for its protection, and to pursue the enemy by forced marches, in tJic hope# 
of being able the more speedily to come up with him. On tlic 31st, the army en- 
camped at a short distance from tlic ground which the enenny had quitted the same 
iTiorning. Possessed of this intelligence, I resolved to make an effort to overtake 
him with all the cavalry of the army, in the intention of delaying him by a light 
engagement, until the infantry should l)cal)lc to come up. To this end the cavalry 
n^arched at twelve last night, and having performed a distance of more than forty 
miles in twenty-four liouis, came up with the enemy this morning soon after day 
break. From the sudden manner in vviiich I came upon the enemy, I ventured to 
make an attack with the cavalry alone, supported by the mounted artillery, but 
finding him too advantageously posted, to hope for complete success without too 
much risk, I drew the cavalry out or reach of cannon shot, and waited the arrival 
of the infantry. Soon after their arrival, I made a genera! attack upon the enemy’s 
position, the result of which I have the satisfaction oi inForining your Excellency has 
been a complete, though 1 sincerely lament to add, dear bought victory. The 
enemy were totally defeated, with the loss of all their cannon, tumbrils, and 
baggage ; but this important advantage has only been gained by the loss of many 
valuable officers, the principal of whom are Major General Ware, Colonel Vandc- 
leur. Major Griffiths, Major Campbell, the Deputy Quarter Master General, and my 
Aid dc Camp Lieutenant Duval, who gloriously fell in this honourable contest. 

I have not been able to ascertain the exact account of our loss in killed and 
wounded, returns of which, with a detailed account of this important affair, I shall 
have the honour of transmitting to your Excellency by the first opportunity, 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

By authentic advices received from camp, it appears that the victory was most 
complete and glorious. All the enemy’s battalions are cut up, or taken, and near 
seventy guns, their whole baggage, bazars, &c. are in our possession. The Com- 
mander 
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mander in Chief had two horses killed under him, and Major Lake is severely, but 
not dangerously wounded* 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Secretary to the Government. 


General Orders^ by his Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, and 
Captain General of all the Land Forces serving in the East Indies. 

Fort William y November 13, 1 S03. 

A royal salute and tlirec voUies of musquetry to be fired at all the stations of the 
army, in honour of the glorious and important victory ol)tained on the ist of No- 
veiiiber, 1803, near Cassowly in Hindostan, by the army under the personal com- 
mand of his Excellency General l.akc, over a large body of the enemy’s regular 
infantry and cavalry, in which the enemy were entirely defeated, with the loss of all 
their guns, tumbrils, and baggage. 

By command of his Excellency, 

J. ARMSTRONG, Acting Military Secretary. 


Fort Witlia?n^ November 15, 1803. 

A Dispatch, of which the following is a copy, has this day been received from his 
Excellency the Commander in Cdiief, by his Excellency the Most Noble the Go- 
vernor General. 

To his ExcelLney the Most Noble /Ae’MARQjJis Wkli.eseey, &V. 

My Lord, 

IN my dispatch of yesterday’s date, I did myself the honour to state for your 
Lordship’s information, some particulars of the march of the army from Agra to 
the camp it now occupies, together with the general result of tlic action which took 
place yesterday. I now have the honour to send your Excellency a more detailed 
account of that affair. 

After a forced march of twentyTivc miles, which was performed by the cavalry 
in a little more than six hours, I came up with the enemy, who appeared to be upon 
their retreat, and in such confusion, that I was tempted to try the effect of an attack 
upon him with the cavalry alone. By cutting the embankment of a large reservoir 
of water, the enemy had rendered the road very difficult to pass, which caused a 
considerable delay in the advance of the cavalry ; of this the enemy had availed 
himself to take an advantageous post, having his right upon a rivulet, which we 
had to cross, and his left upon the village of Lasw arce ; the whole of his front was 
amply provided wdth artillery. I was prevented from discovering this change in 
the situation of the enemy by the q\rannty of dust whicli, when once clear of the 
water, totally obscured him from our sight ; I therefore proceeded in the exe- 
cution of my design, by which 1 hoped to prevent his retreat into the hills, and 
secure his guns ; directing the advanced guard, and first brigade, commanded by 
Colonel Yandeleur, upon the point where 1 had observed the enemy in motion, but 
which proved to be the left of his new^ position; the remainder of the cavalry I 
ordered to attack in succession, as soon a^they could form after passing the rivulet. 

The charge of the advanced guard under Major Griffith, and that of the first 
brigade, led by Cokmcl Vandeleur, was made with much gallantry; the enemy’s 
line W';as forced, and the cavalry penetrated into the village; they still however 

continued 
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continued to be exposed to a most galling fire of cannon and miisquctry, which, as 
it was impossible under such circumstances to form the squadrons for a fresh attack, 
determined me to withdraw them. The guns whicli had fallen into our hands 
could not be brought away, from the want of bullocks. In this charge. Colonel 
Vandeleur fell, mortally wounded; in him the service has lost a most valuable officer. 

■file attacks of the other brigades were conducted with the same spirit, but after 
taking several of the enemy’s guns, being still fired upon, without being able to 
discover the enemy, they retired in good order, retaining possession of a part of the 
artillery. In the performance of this service, the third brigade, consisting ofhisMa- 
jefty’s 29th regiment and the fourth regiment of native cavalry, under the command 
of that meritorious officer, Colonel Macan, met my entire approbation. 

The infantry having marched at three A. M. arrived upon the banks of the rivulet 
about eleven o’clock. After so long a march, it was absolutely necessary to allow 
some time for the men to refresh tlicmselves, during which the enemy sent in to say 
that, if certain terms were allowed them, they were willing to surrender their guns. 
Anxious to prevent the further ctlusion of blood, 1 directed a letter to be written, 
acquiescing in their proposals, and allowing tlicin an hour to decide; in the mean 
time the several columns for the attack were forsned. The infantry formed in tw’o 
columns upon the left; the iirst, composed of the right wing under the command 
of Major Gieneral Ware, was destined to gain t he enemy’s right flank, which he 
had thrown back ijince the morning, leaving a considerable space between it and 
the rivulet, and to assault the village of Laswaree ; the second, composed of the left 
wing under Major (icneral St. John, was to support the first column. The 3d bri- 
gade of cavalry, under Colonel Macan, was to support the infantry; the second 
brigade, under Lieutenant Colonel Vandeleur, was detached to the right, to be ready 
to take advantage of any confusion in the enemy’s line, and to attack him upon 
his retreat; the brigade under Colonel Gordon composed the reserve, and was 
formed between the 2d and 3d brigades. As many of the field pieces as could be 
brought up, with the gallopers attached to the cavalry, formed four diflerent batteries. 

At the expiration of the time which I had allowed the enemy to decide, I ordered 
the infantry to advance; as soon as they became exposed to the enemy’s guns, the 
four batteries commenced their fire, and continued to advance, though opposed by 
a great superiority, both in number and weight of metal. 

'when the 76th regiment, which headed the attack, had arrived at the point from 
which I intended to nuke the charge, they were so much exposed to the enemy’s fire, 
and losing men so fast, that I judged it preferable to proceed to the attack with that 
regiment, and as many of the native infantry as had closed to the front, to losing 
time in waiting until the remainder of the column should be able to form, the march 
of which had ’ocen retarded by impediments in the advance. 

As soon as this handful of heroes were arrived within reach of the enemy’s canister 
shot, a most tremendous fire wus opened upon them. The loss they sustained was 
very' severe, and sufficient alone to prevent a regular advance; at this moment the 
enemy’s cavalry attempted to charge, but were repulsed by the fire of this gallant 
body ; they however rallied at a short distance, ancl assumed so menacing a posture, 
that / thought it advisable to order them to be attacked by the cavalry; this service 
fell to the share of his Majesty’s 29th regiment, commanded by Captain Wade (Major 
Griffith having at that instant been unfortunately killed by a cannon shot), and was 
performed wath the greatest gallantry, and in a manner which entitles Captain Wade, 
and every officer and soldier in the regiment to my warmest acknowledgments. 
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The remainder of the first column of infantry arrived just In time to join in the 
attack of the enemy’s reserve, which was formed in the rear of his line, with its left 
upon the village of Laswarec, and its right thrown back. 

About this time Major General Ware fell dead, his head being carried off by a 
cannon shot. He was a gallant ofliccr, and one wdiose loss 1 deeply lament. Oii 
his death the command of this column devolved upon (’olonel Mac Donald, wli(\ 
though wounded, continued to acquit himself in this important command very 
much to my satisfaction. 

The enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the last, and it was not until lie had 
lost his guns that he abandoned his post. Even then his left wing did not fly, but 
attempted to retreat in good order; in this, however, they were friistatcd by his 
Majesty’s 27th regiment, and the 6th regiment of native cavalry, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Vandclcur, who broke in upon the column, cut several 
to pieces, and drove the rest in prisoners, w ith the wliole of the baggage. 

Severe as tlic loss lias been whieli \vc liave sustained in the acliieveincnt of tliis 
complete victory, that of the enemy has been fir greater. With the exception of 
upwards of 2000 wlio have been taken prisoners (of which number I have onlv 
detained the principal ofllcers, amounting to forty-eight), I have reason to believe 
that very few escaped the general slaughter. 

It would be a violation of my feelings were 1 to cU^sc my dispatch without bearing 
tcsiimony to the gallant conduct of Major Mac Lcod and (^aptain Robertson of his 
Majesty’s 76th regiment, and of every oiiiccr and soldier of that inestimable corps, 
in the attack of the village of Laswarec. Major Gregory, too, at the head of the 
cd battalion i2tli regiment of native infantry, in the same service displayed a con- 
duct highly meritorious. 

In the list of those olliccrs w^ho particularly distinguished themselves, I cannot 
omit the names of Lieutenant Wallace of his Majesty’s 27th regiment, who was 
entrusted with the command of a battery of gallopers, nor that of Lieutenant Dixon 
of tlic 6th regiment native cavalry, wdio was employed in the same service. 

T he whole of my stall upon this, as upon every former occasion, are entitled to a 
large share of praise, and to my warmest gratitude. I'he zeal w liieh they displayed 
upon this memorable day, is loo plainly proved by the enclosed returns of the killed 
and wounded. I have sustained a great loss by tlie death of Major William Gamp- 
bcll, tlie Deputy Quarter Master General, and by that of my Aid-de-camp, Lieute- 
nant Duval, of his Majesty’s 19th light dragoons, who was a young man of great 
promise. 

Mcrewith, I have the honour to enclose returns of tlie ordnance and colours 
wliich were captured upon this occasion. 

1 have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful and humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Hi'ad ( 2 ii^rtcrsj Camp^ near Laswarec^ Noviitihcr 2, 1803. 

P. S. In the hurry which I wrote my dispatch of yesterday's date, I fear I did not 
explain to your Lordship, lliat the enemy’s corps wdiicli w^c liavc defeated, com- 
prized tlie w^holc of the fifteen regular battalions whicli had been sent from the Dckan, 
under the command of Monsieur Dudernaigue, and two battalions of the same 
description which had escaped from Delhi. I therefore have the satisfaction of con- 
gratulating your Excellency, upon the annihilation of the whole of the regular force 
ill Scindiali’s service, commanded by French oflicers. 

(Signed) 

Y 


G. LAKE. 
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Return of Officers and Men killed and wounded in the Action of the \st Nov cutler 1 S 03 . 
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Lhi of Officers killed in the Action of the first of November, 1803. 

Major General CHARLES WARE. 

General Staff. — Major William Campbell, Deputy Quarter Master General; — 
Lieutenant Duval, Aid-de-camp to the Commander in Chief. 

His Majesty’s 8th regiment light dragoons. — Colonel T. P. Vandelcur; — Captain 
Story. 

His Majesty’s 29th regiment light dragoons. — Major- Griffith;— Cornet Fit'/gc- 
rald; — Quarter Master Philley; — Quarter Master R. Mac Goughy. 

1st regiment native cavalry. — Cornet Coxwell. 

His Majesty’s 76th regiment foot. — Lieutenant and Adjutant Mculh; — Lieutenant 
Hurd. 

1st battalion 15th regiment native infantry. — Lieutenant Lambert. 

List of Officers wounded in the Action of the first of November, ] 803. 

General Staff. — Lieutenant Colonel Gerard, Adjutant Gcner.1l; — Major G. A. F. 
l.ake, Secretary to the Commander in Chief; — Captain . 1 . Campbell, gram agent 
attached to head quarters; — Lieutenant Ashhurst, commanding the escort with his 
Excellency the. Commander in Chief. 

Ills Majesty’s 8th regiment light dragoons. — Lieutenant Lyndon, — since dcad;i- 
Lieutenant Wellard. 

His Majelly’s 27th regiment light dragoons. — Captain White; — Captain 
Mylne; — Captain Sandys; — Lieutenant Gore, Major of Brigade. 

His Majesty’s 29th regiment light dragoons. — Lieutenant Holstead — since dead; — 
Captain Sloane;— Lieutenant Thorne; — Quarter Master Tallen. 

ist regiment native cavalry. — Lieutenant Cornish. 

4th regiment native cavalry. — Lieutenant Reid. 

6th regiment native cavalry. — Cornet Dickson. 

His Majesty’s 76th regiment foot. — Captain Robertson; — Lieutenant Marston; — 
Lieutenant Wibmer; — Lieutenant Sinclair. 

I St battalion i2tli regiment native infantry. — Ensign Dalton. 

2d battalion 12th regiment native infantry. — Major Gregory; — Captain Fletcher; 
Lieutenant Ryan. 

Jst battalion 15th regiment native infantry. — Colonel Mac Donald. 

2d battalion i6th regiment n.itivc infantry. — Lieutenant Colonel White; — Ensign 
G. Deane Heathcote. 

(Signed) I. GERARD, Adjutant General. 


Y 2 


Report 
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Report of the Ordnance^ t 5 *r. captured at Laswaree on the 1 st November 1803. 


Camp at Laswaree, 3tl November 1 80S, 


Number of 
Guns. 


Nature. 

Remarks. 
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1 8 pounder carronade 
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71 pieces of cannon of different calibres. 

()4 tumbrils complete, laden with ammunition, and 44 stand of colours. 

Ditto ditto blown up on the field of battle, the number not ascertained. 

The whole of the abovementioned ordnance appears serviceable, with the exception of those men- 
tioned in the remarks. 

The iron guns are of European manufacture. The brass guns, mortars and howitzers have been 
cast in India, one Dutch six-pounder excepted. The dimensions are in general those of the Frencl). 
The mortars and howitzers are furnished with elevating screws made, by a simple and ingenious ad- 
justment, to give either of them the double capacity of mortar and howitzer. The ammunition is 
made up in the same manner as that taken at Delhi. 

cans or hackrees laden with matchlocks, musquets and stores, also twelve artificers’ carts. 


(Signed) ,T. GERARD, Adj. Gen. 

J. ROBINSON, Capt. Com. the Artillery. 

riiblished by command of his Excellency tlic Most Noble the Gov. Gen. in Council, 

h LUMSDEN, Chief (Sec. to the Government. 


Fort 
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Fort William^ November 19, 1803. 

ADVICES have this day been received by his Excellency the Most Noble the Go- 
vernor General, from the resident at Hyderabad, under date the 6th instant, stating, 
that intelligence had been received by his Highness the Soobahdar of the Dckan, of 
the surrender of the city of Boorhanpore, to the forces under the command of Co- 
lonel Stevenson, on the i6th of October ; and of the capitulation of the important 
fortress of Asseerghur on the 21st, to Colonel Stevenson. 

The garrison of Asseerghur are prisoners of war. 

The official accounts of these Important successes have not yet been received from 
the Honourable Major General Wellesley. 

Published by command of his Excellency tlie Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Secretary to the Government. 

General Orders^ by bis Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General. 

Fort William^ November 19, 1803. 

A Royal salute to be fired from the ramparts of Fort \Villiain, at sun-set, in 
honour of the surrender of the city of Boorhanpore, to the forces under the com- 
mand of Colonel Stevenson, on the 16th of October ; and of tlie capitulation of the 
important fortress of Asseerghur on the 2ist oi October, to C'olonel Stevenson. 
The garrison of Asseerghur are prisoners of war. 

By command of his Excellency, 

J. ARMSTRONG, Acting Military Secretary. 


Fort William^ November 30, 1803. 

A dispatch, of wliich the following is a copy, has been this day received, by his 

J^xcellency the Most Noble the Governor General, from the Honourable Major 

General Wellesley. 

MY I. OKI), Camp^ November 6 , 1803. 

1 NOW proceed to give your Excellency a detailed account of Colonel Stevenson’s 
operations against Asseerghur. . 

On the 16th of October, lie advanced to Asseerghur, and encamped three miles 
south of the fort. The remains of tlie enemy’s infantry had lied towards the Ncr- 
buddah on the preceding day, in tlic state in which I reported them to be, in my 
letter or the 24th of October^ 5 and Colonel Stevenson therefore determined to at- 
tack Asseerghur. 

On the 18th, he reconnoitred the fort, attended by a squadron of cavalry, and 
the native picquets of the infantry ; and having seen a favourable opportunity, at- 
tacked the pettah, and carried it, and made a lodgement within one hundred and 
fifty yards of the lower wall of the fort.. In the cvcnii\g lie reinforced the troops 
in the pettah by a battalion. 

On the 19th, all the preparations were made for carrying' on llic siege; and two 
batteries were ready to open at two o’clock in the afternoon (d the 20th ; one to 
breach the upper wall, and another, of four brass twelvcqiouiidcrs, to destroy the 
defences of the lower wall. 

On the 18th, Colonel Stevenson had sent a flag of truce to the Kired.ir to sum- 
mon him to surrender the fort, to which ines.'jagc he did not receive a titc Jed 


^ Not received. 


answer. 
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answer. The communication was continued; but Colonel Stevenson did not relax his 
operations against the fort, as there was reason to believe that the negotiation was car- 
ried on, only to give time to Dowlut Rao Scindiah to come to its relief. Before 
opening his batteries, Colonel Stevenson apprized the Killedar of the terms on which 
he should surrender the fort ; which w^re, that the garrison should march out with 
their private property, and be allowed to go where they might think proper, and 
that their arrears should be paid to the amount of twenty thousand rupees. 

After the batteries had opened about an hour, a white flag was shewm from the 
w^alls of the fort, which w’as the signal which had been agreed upon, in case the 
terms should be accepted ; hostages were sent down, and an engagement made that 
llie fort should be delivered up on the following morning. It was accordingly eva- 
pated ; the garrison carried off their property in security ; and received the sum 
agreed to be paid to them. 

Colonel Stevenson mentions in high terms the conduct of the oflicers and troops 
under his command ; and I cannot omit to take this opportunity of expressing to 
your Excellency my sense of the merits of Colonel Stevenson, and of the body of 
troops under his command. Upon every occasion Phave received from the Colonel 
the most cordial and zealous assistance ; and the troops under his command arc in 
the highest state of discipline and order, and fit for any service in which they can 
be employed. 

On the i6th, nine oflicers, four serjeants, and one matross, formerly in the servdcc 
of Dowdut Rao Scindiah, delivered themselves up to Colonel Stevenson, under your 
I hvGcllency’s proclamation of the 29th of August. 

I liavc the honour to enclose a list of their names, and a copy of the order issued 
by Colonel Stevenson to provide for their subsistence. Lieutenant Stuart also deli- 
vered himself up at Poonah In the end of the last month. I have called for accounts 
of the regulated pay and allowances wdiich those persons received in the service of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, which 1 shall hereafter have the honour of transmitting to 
your Excellency. 

I have the honour to enclose a return of the killed and wounded of the troops 
under the command of Colonel Stevenson, during the operations against Asseerghur. 
Hereafter I shall have the honour of transmitting returns of the orunance, stores, 
grain, and other property captured in that fort. 

1 have the honour to be, my Lord, with the greatest respect. 

Your Excellency’s most obedient, 

And faithful humble servant, 

(Signed) ARTHU R WELLESLEY. 

Ills Excellency the Governor Generah 

R cl urn of killed^ wounded^ and missings in the corps composing the subsidiary free^ at the 

siege of A sscerghur. 

First Battalion bth Regiment. 

1 rank and file killed . — i drummer — 4 rank and file wounded. 

Detachment Corps of Pioneers. 

1 Puckally — 1 fionccv wounded. 

(Signed) J. COLEBROOKE, 

Dep. Adj. Gen. Subsidiary Force. 

Cafnp^ three miles south of Asseergbur^ October 26, 1803. 


Roll 
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Roll of Europeans late in the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah^ who have surrendered 

themselves to Colonel James Stevenson. 


Names. 

Rank. 

Country. 

John James Dupon 

Captain 

Holland 

John Mercier 

Captain Lieutenant 

France 

Alexander Mars 

Ensign 

England 

John Bcrdard 

Ensign 

Portugal 

Jooken Caiimbra 

Ensign 

Portugal 

John Padroos 

I n sign 

Portugal 

Francis Carooile 

Ensign 

Portugal 

Manuel Joaza 

I'nsign 

Portugal 

Joaza Castoo 

Ensign 

Ifortugal 

Anthony Dalmard 

Serjeant 

Portugal 

Joseph Roman 

Serjeant 

IVirtugal 

Joseph Anthony 

Serjeant 

Portugal 

John Ammaral 

Matross 

Portugal 

Name not ascertained 

Ranks as Serjeant 


(Signed) J. COLEBROOKE, 

Deputy Adj. Gen. Subsidiary Force. 

Ca?rp at Boorhanporc^ October 1 6, i 803. 

Extract from G, 0 , by Colonel Jami:s Stevknsok, commanding the Subsidiary Force. 

THE European olliccrs and serjeants, who have this day been received from the 
service of Dowlut Rao Scindiali, and all Europeans who may in future come in 
from the service of that chief, or any power confederated with him, are to be 
under the charge of the Deputy Adjutant General, and who will draw pay for them 
agreeable to rates which will be hereafter determined 

(A time extract.) (^Signed) J. CX)LEBROOKE. 

Camp at Boorhanpore^ October 16, 1803. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Secretary to the Government. 


Fori William^ November 30, 1803. 

The following extracts from dispatches, which have been received by his Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General, from his Excellency the Commander in 
Chief, and from the Honourable Major General Wellesley, arc published for general 
information. 

To his Excellency the Most Noble Marquis Wklleslry, Governor General^ Sffc. 

MY LORD, 

IN the return of ordnance, he. captured from the enemy in the action of the ist 
instant, I omitted to mention to your Lordship, that 1 had obtained upwards of 
sixteen hundred bullocks, several elephants, and horses and a very large number of 
camels. 


Waggons 
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Waggons have likewise been taken containing a very great quantity of arms, be- 
sides the muskets, matchlocks, &c. thrown down on the field of battle, which 
amount to upwards of five thousand. 

One damaged piece of ordnance has been found in a well, into which it had been 
thrown by the enemy, which completes the return to seventy-two pieces of cannon. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful and humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters, Camp, near Gissowly, November 9, 1 803. 


To his Excellency the Most Noble MAKCixsinW ellesi^tsy, Governor General, £ 5 *^. I^c. 

MY LORD, 

JAN Khan Moat tern med-oad-Dowlah arrived in my camp a few days ago, sent by 
the King of Delhi, with a Khelaut to me, and with congratulations on the late 
important victory of Laswarce. 

Anxious to receive this public testimony of satisfaction at the success of the British 
arms, and his Majesty’s private mark of favour, with every demonstration of respect 
and honour, I ordered a tent to be pitched without the precincts of my camp, for 
the reception of the ambassador, and proceeded thither yesterday morning, attended 
by my staff, and accompanied by a large escort of cavalry. 

I received his Majesty’s congratulations, and the dress which he did me the honour 
to send me, with the necessary form and ceremony. 

Having returned my public acknowledgments to his Majesty, and testified tlic 
high sense I entertained of the honour conferred on me, 1 returned to my camp, 
highly gratified by the evident marks of pleasure and satisfaction wdtich I perceived 
in ins Majesty’s ambassador, and in every Mussulman who was a spectator of the 
ceremony. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful and humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters, Camp, Pahisscr, November 17, 1803. 

His Excellency the Governor. General. 

MV i.ORD, Camp, 30 miles North from Aurangabad, October 10, 1803. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose the copy of a letter which I have received from Cap- 
tain O’Donnell, of the 1 st regiment of cavalry, in which he gives a detailed account 
of an affair of no very great importance, but in which he and the detachment of 
troops under his command appear to have conducted themselves in an exemplary 
manner. 

1 likewise inclose the copy of an order, which I have issued to the troops under 
my command upon this occasion. 

The party which attacked Captain O’Donnell are a banditti, which infest the fron- 
tiers of his Highness the Soubah of the Dekan, and that of his Highness the' Pcish- 
wah ; and are formidable from their numbers and boldness. It does not appear tliat 
they belong to any particular chief, although it is said that they belong to the late 
Killedar of Ahmednuggur ; but I have reason to believe that this person discharged 
all his troops, and that he joined Dowlut Rao Scindiah in camp. 

As there is no established authority, or even an acknowledged boundary on any 
part of the frontier, and the Killedars and other officers on both sides have been in 

the 
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the habit of carrying on private wars against each other. 1 am induced to believe 
that they have encouraged this banditti, for the purpose of their own wars. While 
1 was on the frontier of course thdr operations ceased ; but they have now recom- 
menced tliem, and 1 suspect that they are too strong for their former employers. 

I have the honour to be, my I.ord, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient and faitiiful humble servant, 

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

His Excellency the Governor GeneraL 


To Captain Barclay, Deputy jidjutant General of Mysore y 

Sir, 

I HAVE to request you will acquaint the Honourable Major General Wellesley with 
my return to this station, accompanied by Lieutenants Bryant and Morgan, and the 
detachment of the ist battalion lath regiment native infantry, as also the circum- 
stances which obliged us to adopt this plan. On the morning of the 27th ultimo, as 
the detachment approached the mud fort of Kurjet, about twenty-two coss to 
S.S.E.of this place, we perceived a body of peons drawn up a little to the left of the 
place. I immediately ordered a jemadar and twelve sepoys to conduct the followers 
and baggajre then up, under the walls of the fort, and with the remainder I advanced 
to reconnoitre, and learn who they belonged to. As we advanced they continued to 
retire. On ascending a small rising ground, I was much surprized at discovering a 
large body of horse drawn up in the bed of a nullah, and not more than seven hun- 
dred yards in front of the ground, which our little party then occupied. In this 
situation 1 was under the necessity of returning to the fort. While marching back, 
the horse made two efforts to get between us and the place, but failed in both, and 
suffered some loss in the attempt. It was some time before I could get admittance 
into the fort : on entering I ordered Lieutenant Morgan, w'ith twenty-five sepoys, 
to take post at the principal gateway, and, accompanied by Lieutenant Bryant, and 
the remainder of the sepoys, I proceeded to examine the ^sizc and state of the place. 
We had not proceeded more than half way round, w^hen we were obliged to return 
to the assistance of the party left at the gate. I had just joined Mr. Morgan and 
formed the whole of the sepoys, when about three hundred of the enemy’s infantry 
entered at different parts of the fort, and advanced within one hundred yards of us; 
they kept up a galling fire upon our people for about half an hour, killed one sepoy 
and wounded two more. Our situation at this time was extremely precarious, with- 
out some immediate step was taken to oblige the enemy to leave the place. We 
could spare but fifty men to oppose three hundred, without giving up the gate, 
through which the whole of their cavalry might attack us in rear. However, 
with this little party we sallied out on them, and pursued them from street to street , 
until we drove them entirely out of the place. Their loss must have been very 
considerable, they left twenty-five men killed behind them, mostly Arabs. About 
two hours after this they entered the fort a second time, more in numbers, and w( 
again drove them out with great loss on their side. From, the great extent of rht 
place and its being accessible at so many different places, even for cavalry, that 1 found 
it utterly impossible to keep them out, added to this, our ammunition was nearly 
expended. 'Hie villagers would render no assistance, on the contrary encouraged 
the enemy to come in, and gave them every information regarding our situation- 
During the night of the 27th, I employed the whole of the followers of every de- 
scription, in barricading the Afferent streets leading to the post wc had taken, pro- 

Z cured 
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cured water for the people to serve them during the day, and acquainted Captain 
Graham at Ahmednuggur with our situation. 

About seven o’clock in the morning of the 28th, I learned that a large party had 
taken post in the second Killedar’s house, though the day before lie positively 
refused to admit a small party of sepoys, even to procure a little water, which we 
were much distressed for the want of. About eight, I could plainly see from the 
works over the gate, that the place was crowded with both horse and foot, and that 
they were preparing to attack. At ten, they opened a heavy fire of mus(]uetry on us 
from the tops of the principal houses in the fort, and continued this for the space of 
two hours, without being able to hurt any of our people ; gaining confidence from 
our silence, they advanced on us from all the places accessible around. By this 
time I had sixty b^ave fellows ready to receive them, which they did in the most 
gallant manner, and in return attacked them and drove them from every part of 
the fort ; took their 'standard, killed one of the Sirdars, and about fifty of the 
men. This was the last time they attempted to disturb us, and we remained this 
and the whole of the next day perfectly quiet. Tlie cavalry, to the amount of ten 
or twelve hundred, slill continued to hover about the place. Captain Lucas, with 
three companies of the 2d battalion 3d regiment, arrived on the morning of the 
30th, and relieved us from our disagreeable situation. 

I feel it a duty, which 1 most cheerfully fulfil, in reporting to you, Sir, the 
cordial and able assistance I received during this short but active service, from 
Lieutenants Bryant and Morgan, and I in part attribute to their gallant exertions 
the saving of our little detachment from total destruction. The sepoys in general 
I have reason to be pleased with their conduct, as also of that part of the native 
officers belonging to the first battalion 12th regiment native infantry. 

Allow me, now. Sir, to entertain the pleasing hope, that our little exertions on 
the present occasion may meet with the approbation of the Honourable General 
Wellesley. 

Herewith I beg leave to enclose a return of killed, wounded, and missing. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient and humble servant, 

(Signed) H. O'DONNLU., 

Alnncdtuf^^nr, October 1803. Captain ist Regiment of Cavalry. 

(Ifue Copy) (Signed) P. BARCLAY, 

Dtp. Adj. General, Mysore. 


I xtract from Genera] Orders, /v 'he Honourable Major General IVeViesley, dated Camp 

at liinkenholey, 10/ A October, 1803 . 

MAJOR General AVelleslc)' has received a report from Captain O’Donnell of the 
1st regiment of cavalry, from which it appears, that being on his march from 
Ahmednuggur to join the division of the army under the command of Major 
General Campbell, with the company of the 1st battalion 12th regiment under 
I.icutenant Morgan, and the supernumerary native non-commIssioned officers, 
heretofore belonging to corps in c.unp, and lately drafted into the extra battalions, 
he was attacked liy a body of horse and of peons, of such numbers, as to induce 
Captain O’Donnell to think it necessary to take post in the village of Corjet Caray- 
gaum. 

Here the attack was renewed upon this party with additional violence, and Cap- 
tain 
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tain O'Donnell finding that his post was a bad one, and at all events too large for 
his party, barricaded, and otherwise strengthened such parts of it as he was of 
opinion he could defend. He there remained witli his small party without throw- 
ing away his ammunition, excepting when he could do it with effect in judicious 
sallies, in three of which he killed a number of the cnem}', far exceeding that of liis 
party, which remained in security till it was rclie\cd from Ahmednuggur, at tlic 
distance of above forty miles. 

Major General Wellesley returns his thanks to Captain O'Donnell, and Lieutenant 
Bryant of the ist regiment of cavalry, and to Lieutenant Morgan, and the com- 
pany of the 1st battalion lath regiment, under his command, for their conduct 
upon this occasion. 

Ho has been particular in detailing the circumstances of tills affair, In general 
orders, in order that all onicers may know the advantage which, with a small party 
of men, they n;ay take, even iff the most rninous village, to protect themselves 
and the panics of troops under their commai d. 

To the division of the army under his command it was scarcely necessary for 
Major General Wellesley to point out, that a small body of infantry, that keeps its 
order and reserves its lire, has but little to fear from cavalry. But in case any 
oflicer in charge of a party should be obliged from circumstances to take post, he 
secs in the example set by Gaptain O Donnell the advantages he can take of the 
numerous fortified villages in this country, and the credit he can gain, and the 
service he can render, by thus defending himself. 

Major General Wellesley will not fail to report to the Commander in Chief, his 
sense of the conduct of Captain O'Donnell, and of the party under his command* 
A true extract, (Signed) P. BARCLAY, 

Dep. Adj. Gen. Mysore. 

His Excel! enfy the Gin^ernor Gcnerah 

MY LORD, Camp at Cheese Hair ^ November 2 , * 1 ^ 03 . 

AFTER I had sent off my dispatch to your I'xcellency of the 24th of October, I 
received authentic accounts tliat the Rajah of Bcrar had passed through the hills 
which form the boundary of C.andcish, and had moved towards the river Godavery. 
I therefore ascended the Adjuntec Ghaut on the 25th, and continued my march to 
the southward on the 26th, and passed Aurungabad on the 29th. 

2. The Rajah had advanced gradually to the eastward, and was at Lakccgnnn, 
about twenty miles north from Puttun, when I arrived at Aurungabad ; and hc^ 
tween that night and the night of the 31st, during the whole of which lime 1 w an 
in his neighbourhood, he moved his camp five times. 

3. On the 31st, he detached a body consisting of 5000 horse, to endeavour to 
intercept a convoy consisting of 14,000 bullocks, which was going forward to join 
the troops on the frontier. This convoy was protected by three companies of tlu 
2d of the 3d Madras native Infantry, with two 3-poundcrs, under Captain Baynes j 
which detachment, with 400 Mysore horse, has for some lime been employed in 
convoying grain from the districts south of the CJodavcry to my camp, and by a 
company from tlic subsidiary force, and two companies from the corps serving at 
Hyderabad, under the command of Captain Seton. 

4. They had marched from the Godavery on the morning of tlie 31st, and 
reached Amber, where they were, attacked, and they succeeded in beating ofl‘ the 

Z 2 enemy. 
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enemy^, and in securing the convoy, which arrived in safety in my camp yesterday, 
notwithstanding the great superiority of numbers by which they were attacked. 

j. I have the honour to enclose copies of the reports of this action, which 1 have 
received from Captain Baynes ; upon which 1 have to observe, that it affords 
another instance of what c^n be done by disciplined infantry, determined to do 
their duty, against very superior numbers of cavalry. 

6. I beg leave also to take this opportunity to draw your Lordship’s notice to the 
Mysore cavalry, under Bishnapah Pundit. This corps, which consists of 2,000 
men, have performed all the light troops’ duties of this division of the army ; since 
I was detached from the Toombudra in the month of March last, they have per- 
formed the duties with the utmost cheerfulness, and a zeal which I have never 
before witnessed in troops of this description. They have frequently been engaged 
with the enemy’s light troops, have always conducted themselves well, and have 
lost many men and horses. I have the honour to be. 

My l.ord, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient. 

And faithful humble servant, 
(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

(Copy.) To Captain Barclay, Deputy Adjutant General, isle. 

SIR, 

I BEG you will report to the Honourable Major General Wellesley, that I was 
attacked this day about two o’clock, P. M. by about four or five thousand horse. 
They came on at first as if determined to charge, but receiving a few shots from our 
guns, they retired, and though they frequently came near us, as if to charge, and 
■some of them within musket shot, they were always driven back. Our loss is one 
European wounded, two sepoys wounded, and some Mysoreans killed and wounded, 
besides a few (perhaps three) horses killed. The loss of the enemy is much greater, 
particularly in horses. I beg you to say to the General, that I shall take post till I 
receive his instructions; I write this by moonlight, which will, I hope, apologize 
'for haste. We were under arms till about sunset ; at which time they were out of 

(Signed) ' THO. BAYNES, 

Umher, October tS03. Capt. commanding a Detach. 

'I'o Captain Barclay, Deputy Adjutant GeruTal, islc. 

SIR, 

I LAST night had the honour to inform you, that I had repulsed a body of 
Ifiionselah’s horse, and have now (for the information of the Honourable Major 
General Wellesley) to make you more fully informed of the circumstances. 

1 arrived with my convoy about twelve o'clock, and encamped near the town, 
with my right flank to it, and my rear protected by a hill. At two o’clock P. M. 
the attack began (without more than ten minutes warning of their approach) by 
ilirowing great numbers of rockets and advancing upon our left : this obliged me 
to cluuige my front by wliCeling to the left ; at the same time some of them were 
within musket shot. I then opened my guns, which stopped their approach ; they 
at this time moved round, as if to gain the rear, where the Brinjarees were. This 
movement obliged me to detach a party to cover them, and having previously 
posted a company on tlic hill on my rear, my line became very small} to prevent 

their 
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their knowing my exact strength, I drew up the Mysore horse in our fine. They 
came on repeatedly as it to charge, but were always stopped by our guas. They 
continued to rocket us till dark, when they retired. I am sorry to add that one 
hundred of the Gram bullocks were carried off, and some Brinjaree bullocks (per- 
haps one hundred) while at grass. I have the honour to enclose a list of the 
killed and wounded. 

(Signed) THOS. BAYNES, Capt. commanding a Detachment. 


Ltsl of Casualties hi the Attack hy the Marhatta flo’-se, Oct. 31 , 1 803 . 
His Majesty's 78th regiment — — 1 private wounded. 

2d battalion Madras artillery — — 1 sepoy ditto 

2d ditto of 2d regiment native iafantry — 3 ditto ditto 

2d ditto of 3d ditto — — — 1 ditto ditto 

2d ditto of 5th ditto — — — 1 ditto ditto 

Total — one private of the 78th regiment, and five sepoys, wounded. 


Mysore Cavalry^ ivounJedy killed, and iiiisshtg. 

Wounded, Killed. Missing. 
Men — *30 

Horses — 512 


(Signed) , THO. BAYNES, Capt. commanding a DetadimenC. 

True Copies, (Signed) R. BARCLAY. Dcp. Adj. Gen. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


Fort William, December 5, 1 803. 

His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General has this day received froifi 
the Honourable Major (iencral Wellesley, a dispatch dated Jaum, November 11,; 8 >3, 
communicating the intelligence, that a Vakeel had been sent to Major ( icneral Wel- 
lesley by Dowlut Rao Sciudiah to treat for peace, and had arrived in Major General 
Wellesley’s camp. 

The name of this Vakeel, who is a person of high family, is Jeswunt Rao Goor- 
para, and he is the nephew of the late Morari Rao of ( iooty. The usual visits of 
ceremony had taken place, and the first conference had been held between Major 
General Wellesley, and the Vakeel of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, on the subject of peace. 

Published by command of his Elxcellcncy the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Government. 


Fort William December 14, 1803. 

A Dispatch, of which the following is an extract, has been this day received, by his 
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, from the Honourable Major 
General Wellesley. 

MY LORD, Camp, Ferdapore, October 24, 1803. 

I have the pleasure to inform your Excellency, that Colonel Stevenson took pos- 
session 
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session of the city of Boorhanpoor, without opposition, on the i6th instant; he 
inarched to Asseerghur on the jyth, took possession of the pettah on the l8th, ^ 
opened a battery against the fort on the 20th, and obtained possession of it on the 
morning of the 21st. I have not yet received a detailed account of the manner in 
which Colonel Stevenson obtained possession of this important fortress, or whether 
he sustained any loss in the attack of the pettah on the 1 8th, or of the fort. 

2. After I had arrived at Poolmery about 1 6 miles north from Aurungabad, I 
found that the enemy did not advance to the southward, as I had been informed 
they first intended, and in the night of the 15th, 1 received a particular account of 
the disposition of their troops, baggage, &c. which convinced me that they intended 
to interrupt Colonel Stevenson’s operations at Asseerghur. 

3. 1 therefofe marched on the J 6th to the northward, and descended the Ghaut 
on the 19th. Scindiah had moved to the northward, but he halted as soon as he 
found I had returned; and he was yesterday at Aboon on the Taptcc. The Rajah 
of Berar has separated from him, and, it is said, has gone towards Chandorc. I 
suspect that the report has been circulated with a view to draw' me to the southward 
again; but as Colonel Stevenson has got possession of Asseerghur, and is fully equal 
to any thing that can be sent against him, it is rny intention to reascend the Ghaut 
immediately. 

4. Sixteen officers and serjeants belonging to the campoos have joined Colonel 
Stevenson, under your Excellency’s proclamation of the 29th of August. I will 
liereafter send a list of their names, and an account of the pay each is to receive. 
The infantry retired towards the Nerbudda when Colonel Stevenson approached 
Boorhanpoor, and by all accounts it is completely destroyed and disorganized. It 
is impossible to form it into corps again, and it is not probable that it will ever be 
of any service to Dow'lut Rao Scindiah. 

5. I have directed Colonel Stevenson to leave a garrison in Asseerghur, and to 
deliver the districts depending upon that fortress to the charge of the servants of the 
Soobah of the Dekan. Your Excellency will observe, that this is the last of the 
possessions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah in the Dekan ; and the operations of the troops 
will nowbfl? directed against those of the Rajah of Berar. 

1 have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

With the greatest respect. 

Your Excellency’s 

Most obedient and faithful hunible servant, 

ARTHUR WELLESLEY 

The detailed account of the siege and surrender of Asseerghur, was published in 
the Calcutta Gazette Pixtraordinary of the 1st of December 1803. Major General 
Wellesley’s original dispatch, dated 25th of October 1803, has not been re- 
ceived. The foregoing extract is taken from the duplicate copy of that dispatch, 
which reached Fort William tins morning. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J, LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 
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appendix d. 


. ' Fori WilUorn December hi, iSoh 

Advices have been this day received from Lieutenant Colonel F. Powell, dated 
Camp at Calpee the 4th December i!io3, communicating tJie satisfactory informa- 
tion of the surrender of the fort of Calpee, to the detachment under the command 
of Colonel Powell, at eleven o’clock on the forenoon of that day. 

The Killedar having refused to surrender the fort on the summons of Colonel 
Powell, a battery of two eighteen-pounders and one howitzer was constructed within 
two hundred yards of the walls, and opened soon after day-light on the 4th. A 
heavy fire was kept up till eleven A. M. wlicti the garrison proposed to surrender, 
*and was permitted to march out with their arms and private property. The fortress 
was immediately occupied by a detachment of British troops. 

Captain D. Micleod of the 2d battalion of the eleventh regiment of native infantry 
received a severe wound while employed on duty at the battery, and one sepoy was 
also wounded : no other casualties of any tlcscription have occurred. 

The inhabitants of Calpee have manifested the greatest confidence in the British 
Government, and satisfaction at the treatment which they experienced from Lieute- 
nant Colcrael Powell. Many of the inhabitants who had quitted their habitations on 
the approach of the British troops, returned to the town immediately after the sur- 
render of the fort to Colonel Pos^ cll. 

Published by command of his Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General in (Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief See. to the Gov. 
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Return ef the Orimnct, Ammuniitan and CAeurs taken frem the Enemy f^ the M Auguti utdS 
the irt A Nevember 1803 , accmting to the Official Returns which have been received by the Uev^ner 
General.^ 



Stands 

GUNS, j 


Morttrs. 

Wall 

Muskets. 

Tumbrils. 

Carts. 


lours. 

Brass. 

Iron. 

sers. 

Pieces. 


Baroach - 15th August - 
Aev-GHua ^th September 

1.7 

33 

60 

4 

2 

182 


87 


Dblmi - llth ditto 


52 

a 

7 

1 




Assye - 23d ditto 

7 

69 

22 

7 




26 

29 

Agra (Town) 10 th October. 


26 






Bumoelcund 13th ditto 


2 

86 





2 


Agra (Fort) 17th ditto 


76 





> 33 


Cuttack - - ditto 

Laswaree - 1 st November 

4 

44 

51- 

7 

9 

2 


5000 

64 

57 

Total 

70 

315 

J IaSS 

tl 27 

! 5 

1 182 

1 5000 

162 

86 


ABSTRACT-~Brass Guns 

312 

Iron ditto 

183 

Howitzer* 

27 

Mortars 

.5 

Wall Pieces 

162 


709 Besides four pieces of ordnance thrown into the rivet 
Kaitna by the enemy at the Battle of Assyc. 


W B The ordnance enumerated in tllis return is exclusive of the ordnance captured at Delhrj 
Feroreabad, Ahmednuggur, Jalnapoor, Baroach, Powanghur, Cmteck, Boorhanpoor, and Asseerghur 
of which the official returns have not yet been received at Port William. 


FI N I S. 


T. Gillct, Printer, Crown-court, Fleet-ftrcct. 






